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Crowds back as Covid rules
are relaxed
By Our Staff Reporter

Amid concerns of the Delta Plus variant of Covid, shops,
malls and places of worship reopened in the city on June 28.

While social distancing guidelines were maintained in affluent
retail outlets, the rules went for a toss in shops in narrow
lanes and market streets.

Ranganathan Street (T. Nagar) was packed with shoppers.
Some big shops on the street tried restricting the number

of visitors, as large crowds thronged the entrance.
Clothing and jewellery stores on Usman Road and in Pondy

Bazaar also witnessed a large number of customers.
“I postponed my wedding by nearly two months because we

couldn’t shop for it. So I decided to shop at the first opportunity,
in case the government asks shops to close again,” said
Saritha Sugumar, a shopper in a saree shop on Usman Road.

On the other hand, most malls have reported lukewarm
response.

With a 50 percent restriction imposed by the government,
malls also implemented an upper cap on the number of people
allowed inside.

Many devotees visited Tirupati Tirumala Devasthanam for
darshan after almost 6 weeks on June 29.

The temple ensured social distancing norms, but a large
crowd of devotees was seen waiting for darshan outside the
temple.

Goondas Act
slapped on PSBB

teacher
G. Rajagopalan (Commerce

teacher of PSBB School, K. K.
Nagar), arrested for allegedly
sexually harassing his students,
was booked under the Goondas
Act on June 25. He will be in
preventive custody for a year.

Rajagopalan was arrested
under various sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act after
current students and alumni of
the school had taken to social
media to share their allegations.

No streets under containment
in city

By Our Staff Reporter
With the test positivity rate (TPR) dipping below 1 percent

and the number of daily cases coming down to less than 300,
not a single street in the city is now under containment.

Streets with more than 10 active cases are brought under
containment and stringent norms are followed to contain the
spread.

There are still 16 streets with more than 6 cases, of which
three are in Teynampet Zone and two in Kodambakkam Zone.

Thiru Vi Ka Nagar, Ambattur and Anna Nagar have one
street each with more than six cases.

Almost a month back on June 4, the city had 365 streets with
more than 10 cases where containment restrictions were
imposed.
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K. KRISHNARATHNAM

OBITUARY

K. Krishnarathnam (resident of Postal
Colony, West Mambalam) passed away on May
21.  He was 82 and had been a resident of West
Mambalam since 1960.

He had retired from the telecom depart-
ment. After retirement, he used to give advice
free on astrological issues. He was an ardent
follower of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa.
He was fondly called Josier Mama and KK
Mama by residents of Postal Colony.

REQUEST TO READERS!
Please help us to serve you better!  Mambalam Times

is being delivered free at  every doorstep in this
neighbourhood week  after week. If our delivery boy

skips your house or flat in any week,
please call  2434 9236

between 10.30 a.m and 5 p.m on week days  to enable
us to take effective and  immediate remedial action.

Udavum Karangal helps Narikuravar
community

Udavum Karangal
(NGO with
administrative office
at 460, NSK Nagar,
Arumbakkam) has
adopted a small hamlet
at Amma Nagar
(Poonamallee taluk)
where 100 families of
Narikurakars live in
poor condition.  In the last two months, Udavum Karangal has
undertaken several initiatives to help the families:

 Free daily breakfast; Rice and provisions for 2 months;  Counselling
on community hygiene. 50 men and children were given hair cut;
Creating awareness on the importance of wearing masks and practicing
social distancing; General health check-up; - Free treatment for a 60-
year-old man suffering from severe condition of sepsis in his right foot.

S. Vidyaakar (Founder) told Anna Nagar Times that he plans to
counsel the families to send their children to the school run by the
NGO. He has appealed for donation to the readers of Mambalam
Times to help the Narikuravar families. His contact number is 99401
88011.

Woman runs ‘Oxygen Auto’
for Covid patients

36-year-old Seetha Devi (a resident of
Muthamman Koil Street, Ayanavaram) is running
an ‘Oxygen Auto’ service to help Covid patients.
The death of her mother for want of oxygen on
May 1 prompted her to start the Oxygen Auto
service.

“My 65-year-old mother gasped for 12 hours
outside General Hospital before getting a bed,
but it was too late by then and she died after five
hours”, Seetha said. Her blue autorickshaw fitted
with an oxygen cylinder has been a lifesaver for
many. She waits outside the Rajiv Gandhi Hospital
offering help to patients in need of oxygen till
they are allotted a bed.

She also lends a cylinder to ambulances with
patients which had run out of oxygen.

In the 7 weeks since she started the service, she
has provided free oxygen to more than 300
patients who were forced to wait for a bed outside
the hospital.
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Jaima Trust distributes food packets

By Our staff Reporter
Jaimaa Charitable Trust distributes food packets among needy persons on the roadside in

T. Nagar, West Mambalam, Ashok Nagar, K. K. Nagar, Vadapalani and nearby areas at
regular intervals. Those who want to support the program may contact 93456 65918.

Garbage dumped around
transformer

By Our Staff Reporter
Garbage is being dumped around the EB transformer on

BRP 1st Street, West Mambalam.
Rice bags given to transgenders as Covid

relief
By Our Staff

Reporter
Vaishnavi

S a n k a r
(Pres ident ,
Inner Wheel
Club of Chen-
nai Sakhi, T.
N a g a r ) ,
U m a s r e e
Raghunath
and Anandhi
S a b e s a n
( N a m a k k u
N a m m e
Chennai Initiative), Malathi Santhosh (Inner Wheel Club of Chennai Gemini) and S.
Santhanalakshmi (Immediate Past President) jointly presented 10 kg. rice bags to 75
transgenders in  Kasimedu on June 27 under the Covid relief project.

The program was coordinated by Malika (Transgender team).

Slanting barricade on median
poses danger

By Our Staff Reporter
A barricade on the median on Thirumalai Road, T. Nagar

near Bazullah Road, has been slanting for  several days posing
a danger to motorists. 

Main accused in SBI ATM
thefts held
By Our Staff Reporter

A special team of Chennai police arrested Sathakathullah
Khan from Haryana, the kingpin of a gang involved in a series
of thefts at various State Bank of India (SBI) ATMs in
Tamilnadu.

This comes after three members of the gang falling in police
net in the last one week.

Seven more suspects are still at large.
The special team of the city police headed by T. Nagar

Deputy Commissioner, with the help of the Haryana State
police, has intensified its search to nab the remaining accused
hiding in a village near Ballabhgarh.

Police conducted custodial interrogation of three accused
— Amir Arsh, Virender Rawat and Najim Hussain — who
were brought to the city recently.

The gang of thieves knew about a glitch with a specific set
of cash deposit machines installed in SBI ATMs across Chennai.
The gang used a specific device to block the sensor while
retrieving money and waited until the clip on the cash deposit
machine retracted while pulling the money out. This had made
the machine think that no money was withdrawn.

Police said that the thefts occurred in SBI ATMs with cash
deposit facilities between June 15 and June 18 in 17 places in
the city and six places in other districts of State. The gang had
committed similar offences in other parts of the country as
well.

All the accused are from the same place in Haryana and
arrived in Tamilnadu in groups by air, rail and road. They used
different modes of transport to reach their targets.

They were staying in a hotel in Arumbakkam.
On June 29, police made the suspect Aamir Arsh

demonstrate the modus operandi of the gang in an ATM in
Choolai which was also witnessed by bank officials to enable
them take measures to prevent such thefts.

Aamir (an engineering graduate) had stolen around Rs. 15
lakhs by withdrawing small sums in nearly 190 attempts.

Essentials given to
govt. school
students
By Our Staff Reporter

Akshaya Patra Foundation
and Temenos distributed kits
containing educational
requirements, nutritional food
items and hygiene products
among1,450 (730 boys and 720
girls) students of government
schools in the city last week in
MNC Higher Secondary
School (T. Nagar).

Each kit, costing Rs. 550,
contained sugar, cooking oil,
ragi, peanuts, sambar powder
and turmeric powder,
notebooks, pens, pencils, and
soap, toothpaste, toothbrush
and sanitary napkins.

College admission to
begin after July 31

Tamilnadu Higher Edu-
cation Minister K. Ponmudi on
June 28 announced that
admission in private,
government and aided colleges
will commence after July 31,
following the declaration of Std.
12 CBSE and State Board
results that are expected by
that date.. He said that the
government has come to know
that some private colleges had
already commenced admission.

Stern action will be taken if
colleges are found to have
begun admissions prior to the
declaration of Std. 12 results,
said Ponmudi.

CBSE is expected to declare
results by July 31 and the state
government is also working
out a modality to provide
marks for students under the
state board. As per the
evaluation method announced
by the state government, Std.
10 board exams will carry 50%
weightage while Std. 11 marks
will carry 20% weightage. The
government has announced
30% weightage for Std. 12
internal assignments and
practical exams.

DONATE BLOOD

Tree roots cut to enable
construction of drain

By Our Staff Reporter
Corporation workers axed portions of the roots of a huge

tree on the pavement of Arulambal Street in T. Nagar near
Jeeva park to enable construction of a drain.

Three held for duping 85 job
aspirants
By Our Staff Reporter

The Central Crime Branch (CCB) has arrested three persons
including Reshma Dawood (State Secretary, Tamil Manila
Muslim League) (resident of T. Nagar) for allegedly cheating
85 job aspirants of Rs. 4.15 crores for appointments in
government departments.

Police identified the other two accused as Nandhini (37) and
her husband Arjun Saiju (36) of Valasaravakkam.

The accused have cheated at least 85 job aspirants under
the pretext of giving training and consequently getting them
government jobs in the Departments of Stationery and
Printing, Information and Publicity, Social Welfare and
Tangedco during 2019-20.

The police said Nandhini and her husband collected a total
of Rs. 4.15 crores from 85 job aspirants including the
complainant Anandhi of Kottivakkam. Nandhini then handed
over the amount to Reshma after taking her share. The
accused had issued fake appointment orders to the victims.

The police also said that the CCB and the personnel from
the Teynampet police station have been investigating a few
more cases registered against Reshma during 2016, 2018 and
2019 for similar offences.
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By Our Staff Reporter
Following the opening of big shops in T. Nagar, a number of autorickshaws can be seen

parked outside the shops. This photo was taken on Usman Road, T. Nagar on July 2.

Sylendra Babu
is new Tamilnadu

DGP

By Our Staff Reporter
C. Sylendra Babu has taken

charge as Director General of
Police (Tamilnadu) from July
1.

The former DGP, J. K.
Tripathy, retired on June 30.

An IPS officer from the 1987
batch of the Tamilnadu cadre,
Sylendra Babu previously
served as the Director
General of Police of Railways.

He was also Director of
Tamilnadu Fire and Rescue
Services.

Covid norms flouted in Tasmac outlets
Sir, Despite the blanket ban under Covid norms, bars

continue to be operated in a number of Tasmac outlets in the
city including this neighbourhood.

The outlets are glaring examples of violations with many
consumers without masks and no social distancing being
followed. Customers are seen consuming liquor daily in the
outlets that had bars attached.

The rule of not more than five persons to be allowed before
counters at any given time is also not followed.

Most bars continue to function beyond the closing time of 5
p.m, violating the lockdown norms. R. Selvakannan, Lake
View Road, West Mambalam

Traffic umbrella removed following report
in Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Damaged traffic umbrella blocks pavement’ published in Mambalam

Times (June 20-26 issue), the damaged traffic umbrella lying on the pavement outside Panagal
Park on Prakasam Road in T. Nagar was removed.

Chennai Corporation is now using the area for paid car parking.

Doctor, son injured
in car mishap
By Our Staff Reporter

Dr. Selvakumar and his son
Abiyavarthan Selvam (20)
(residents of Mehta Nagar,
Aminjikarai) were severely
injured in a car accident in
Anna Salai on June 29.

According to the police, both
father and son were under the
influence of alcohol.

Selvam, who was at the
wheel, lost control and hit the
median at high speed.

Both suffered injuries in the
head, face and chest in the
impact.

They were admitted in Rajiv
Gandhi General Hospital.

Anna Salai traffic investiga-
tion police registered a case.

Dr. Selvakumar runs a clinic
in Shenoy Nagar.

Sruuthi dons title role in
new play

By Our Staff Reporter
Nataka Kavalar Chemmal R. S.

Manohar’s NXGS staged the play
‘Meenakshi Sundareswarar Thiru
Kalyanam’, written by K. P. Arivanandam,
through Zoom Meet on June 28 on the
occasion of thespian R. S. Manohar’s 97th

birth anniversary.
S. Sruuthi, daughter of S. Shivpprasadh, the producer, and

grand-daughter of R. S. Manohar, directed the play, played
the title role and designed the sets, backdrop and costumes. 
  R. S. Manohar’s NXGS had launched plays like ‘Sri Kanchi
Kamakshi Amman’ and ‘Sri Ranganathar Swamy
Mahimaie’, and revived Manohar’s blockbusters like
‘Chanakya Sabadham’, ‘Dhronar’ and ‘Kadaga Mutharaiyan’
on earlier birth anniversaries under the auspices of Kartik
Fine Arts in association with Sri Parthasarathy Swamy Sabha
and Brahma Gana Sabha, but could not stage his play
‘Maalikafoor’, revived last year, due to the pandemic. It was
launched on this year’s birth anniversary.

 Sruuthi (resident of 44/21, Bagirathi Ammal Street, T.
Nagar) can be contacted in 2834 4876/73586 96613. 

Woman held for
harassing daughter

Ambattur Estate police ar-
rested TikTok fame Amudha-
priya alias Amudha Amma (51),
along with her 52-year-old
boyfriend K. Rajesh (52) (a
resident of Burkit Road, T.
Nagar) on the charge of
spreading falsehood and post-
ing abusive posts on social
media about her daughter.

Amudhapriya allegedly de-
serted her husband Raja and
has been living with Rajesh.

While Amudhapriya’s 33-
year-old daughter separated
from her husband due to dif-
ferences, Rajesh allegedly
made undesirable advances
towards her.

When she lodged a complaint
at the Ambattur Estate police
station, Rajesh apologised for
his action and the matter was
resolved amicably. Later, both
Rajesh and Amudhapriya
made derogatory remarks
against her on social media
and abused her in person.

Based on a complaint,
Ambattur Estate police ar-
rested the couple. They have
been remanded to judicial cus-
tody.

Storm water drain damaged

By Our Staff Reporter
The storm water drain at the junction of Thirumurthy

Street and Arulambal Street in T. Nagar is damaged. The
emanating stench is affecting the residents of the area.

Drones used to spray larvicide over waterways
By Our Staff Reporter

After conducting a trial last week, Chennai Corporation commenced using drones to spray
larvicide over city waterways on July 1. The Corporation has tied up with the Avionics
Department of Anna University to carry out the work. According to a Corporation official, the
drones will be used for the purpose for the next 15 days.

He said that the move to deploy drones to spray larvicide has been taken to ensure the
safety of workers apart from saving time and effort.. Presently, the workers have to use boats
to spray larvicide over the waterways.

On June 26, a trial run was conducted to test the efficiency of the drones in spraying
larvicide on Ottery Nullah in which Corporation Commissioner Gagandeep Singh Bedi
reviewed the operation. In the next two weeks larvicide operations will be carried out over
Cooum and Adyar rivers, Otteri Nullah and Mambalam Canal.

Residents can know the location and schedule of spraying operations by visiting the website
www.gccdrones.in.

Before

Now

Potholes filled with debris but
not levelled

By Our Staff Reporter
Potholes at the junction of Hanumantha Street and Lake

View Road in West Mambalam near Hanuman Temple have
been filled with debris but not levelled resulting in hindrance
to motorists..

If anything interesting  is happening in
your neighbourhood please inform

Mambalam Times.
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By Our Staff
Reporter

Lions International
District 324 A8 and
ICl Fin Corp Private
Limited jointly
distributed groceries,
face masks and other
essential items
among 500 persons in
a program conducted
outside VGP Com-
plex, 1st Avenue,
Ashok Nagar on June
29.

J. Karunanidhi (T.
Nagar MLA) made
the distribution. Dr. G. Manilal (Past District Governor, Lions International), K. R. Jayakumar
(Vice Governor, World Friendship Council) and others were present.

Toilet being built in railway
station parking area

By Our Staff Reporter
A public convenience is under construction in Mambalam

Railway Station parking lot area at the entrance
of Station Road, West Mambalam.
There is no toilet facility for passengers in the Railway

Station premises.

Velammal student
wins gold in chess

tourney
G. Tejes-

wini (Std. 10
student in
V e l a m m a l
Vidyalaya,
West Cam-
pus) clinched
the gold

medal and cash prize of Rs.
25,000 in the National Under-
14 Girls Chess Championships
- 2021 held virtually on June
19, 20 and 21.

 She scored 10.5 out of 11 to
draw the final and qualify for
the World Youth Chess
Championship 2021 (U-14)
category in August.

 The tournament, in which
324 players across India
participated, was organized by
All India Chess Federation.

For details, contact 80560
63519.

By Our Staff Reporter
Tech Mahindra Foundation

distributed 500 provisions
bags, other essential items and
Covid protection equipment
among Corporation frontline
workers in a program
organized by RMD Pain and
Palliative Care Trust in
Corporation Division office,
Masilamani Street, T. Nagar
on June 30.

Jegan (CSR Head, Tech

Provision bags for frontline workers

Mahindra Foundation) distributed the items. Corporation officials were present.

School students map lost lakes
in the city
By Our Staff Reporter

Three school students are leading the initiative to map lost
lakes and rivers in the city and surrounding areas.

About four months back, J. K. Nandabhalan (Std. 11 student
in Chennai Public School, Mogappair) was confused about a
waterlogging problem in Senthil Nagar (Kolathur).

His classmate P. R. Karan, who lives in the area, told him
that it was a perennial problem for them even after light
rains. Their effort to understand the problem culminated in a
research project.

They found that Senthil Nagar was part of Puzhal Lake in
the past, but had been encroached upon later to makeconstruct
buildings and lay roads.

So they decided to identify similar areas in the city that
suffered from flooding after rains.

They sought the help of Ulagalaviya Ilanthamizhar Kuzhu
(a youth organisation in K. K. Nagar) and one more student,
R. B. Rakshitha, and mapped the lost lakes in the city.

They have so far mapped 97 lost lakes across the city out of
which 32 water bodies have completely vanished.

They were able to get details of lost lakes by obtaining
historical data from public libraries, PWD Office, Madras
Literary Society and British-era books.

They also leveraged technology to ensure that the data
they are collecting is stored properly.

“We use Google’s My Map feature and ISRO’s Bhuvan app
to map the data we have collected and also verify it,”
Nandabhalan said. They have also done extensive ground
work by visiting the sites, collecting information and speaking
to the local residents. He said that a lake found in a British-
era map from 1908 is currently occupied by T. Nagar.

“We have also mapped it according to its longitude and
latitude in the new map we are making,” he said.

To distribute the work, they are split into three teams
While one team spots lost lakes from old maps, the second

team verifies them in old books and archives and the third
team works on the ground by talking to the local residents
and officials about flooding and other environmental issues.

They plan to publish their entire work as a book and the
team hopes that through the map, some of the lakes can be
saved.

“Water tends to follow its old stream and, through the map,
the government should be able to identify which stream has
been blocked by construction. Water can be diverted from
that area into the present stream to prevent flooding,”
explained Nandabhalan.

EB resumes
maintenance after
3 months

Tamilnadu Electricity Board
has initiated maintenance
work after a three months
after receiving several
complaints of frequent power
disruption from residents.

According to a senior official,
maintenance work was
planned to be implemented
after the Assembly election
but with the announcement of
the lockdown from May 10,
routine maintenance could not
be undertaken.

It has now taken up
maintenance which involves
pruning of tree branches,
tightening sagging overhead
power lines, replacing worn
out conductors and switches
and electrical equipment that
had caused power outages.

Maintenance is on in several
areas including T. Nagar,
Kodambakkam and Ashok
Nagar, the official said.

Road junction in damaged
condition

By Our Staff Reporter
A portion of the concrete road at the junction of Singaram

Street and Arulambal Street in T. Nagar is in a damaged
condition which hinders motorists.

Post on pavement
slanting

By Our Staff Reporter
A cable post on the

pavement of South West Boag
Road, T. Nagar opposite the
Corporation Division office
has been slanting for several
days.

Passenger charred
to death as cab
catches fire
By Our Staff Reporter

In a freak accident, a
passenger in a cab was burned
alive when the vehicle
suddenly caught fire at around
4 p.m on Koyambedu flyover
on June 28.

While the driver, whose
back was badly burned,
managed to jump out of the
car, the passenger in the rear
seat was charred to death
inside the vehicle. The fire
spread very fast and engulfed
the whole vehicle before the
passenger could get out.

The driver, Sunil, is
undergoing treatment in
Kilpaul Medical College
Hospital. Traffic came to a halt
for more than an hour on the
stretch. The fire and rescue
services personnel put out the
fire in an hour. The rear part
of the vehicle was completely
charred. Police said that the
cab was booked in the name of
Arjunan. They retrieved a tiffin
box from near the body.

Dramatic visuals of grey and
black smoke billowing from the
car parked on the flyover went
viral on social media.

Vasanthan (Inspector,
Koyambedu) is in charge of
investigation.

Chennai Metro
extends trip pass
validity

Chennai Metro has extended
the trip pass holder’s trips validity
for the period equal to the
validity lost during the recent
lockdown period from May 10 to
June 20. Commuters can get
their trip cards enabled at the
ticket counters.

For those with QR trip pass,
the trip validity will be extended
automatically from July 6.

Phone, chain snatchers held
By Our Staff Reporter

Kolathur police on June 29 arrested Mathew Joseph of
Annai Sathya Nagar (East Anna Nagar) for snatching a
phone from S. Lakshmipathi near Meridian Hospital
(Kolathur). According to the police, two bike borne persons
nabbed the phone from the victim who was on foot and raced
away. When Lakshmipathi shouted for help, Head Constable
Karthikeyan and driver Udayaraj in a patrol car chased the
bike and managed to catch hold of the pillion rider.

Based on the information given by Mathew, the other
accused Ajay Jacob of TP Chatram was arrested the next day.

On questioning, they also admitted to snatching a 6
sovereign chain from a woman on Ritherdon Road (Vepery)
the same day.
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By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Cable drum blocks carriageway’ published in Mambalam Times (June 20-26 issue), the 20-foot tall

empty cable drum lying on the margin of Brindavan Street (West Mambalam, near Thambiah Road junction) was moved to
the pavement to facilitate free flow of traffic.

EB officials said that the drum will be removed soon after the cable laying work near the junction is completed.

Before

Now

Orphanages, old age homes
face financial hurdle

The Covid situation has dealt a heavy blow to various
sectors, including orphanages and old age homes in the city.
With donors and philanthropists not being able to visit these
institutions for the last two months, these places have been
under severe financial strain.

Managements of several orphanages and homes claimed
that they were unable to provide three meals for the children
and the elderly people as they did not have enough funds to
even pay the rent and various bills.

The founder of a local NGO told this reporter that since last
year’s lockdown, they have been struggling financially, but
these two months have been worse.

“We have been trying to contact donors but in vain. The
income of our regular donors has also been impacted due to
poor business and lost jobs,” he said.

Orphanages taking care of the elderly have also had to face
the challenges of health issues among inmates including iso-
lating Covid cases. “Some volunteers have come forward to
provide us food,” said Geetha, who runs a home for destitute
women in Teynampet. L. Revathy (District Social Welfare
Officer, Tamilnadu Social Welfare Department) said that the
State has continued to provide funds for government-aided
orphanages and old age homes during lockdown.

But there are a number of non-aided orphanages and old
age homes which are in dire financial straits and struggling to
tide over the crisis.

Sweeping machine for cleaning
roads

By Our Staff Reporter
Dust, gravel and other debris were removed from 4th

Avenue, Ashok Nagar by Chennai Corporation workers using
an automatic road sweeping machine recently. Residents seek action against loud house

parties
By Our Staff Reporter

Several Residents’ Welfare
Associations in the city have
rules disallowing vendors and
delivery agents from entering
building premises, banning all
house parties/ gatherings,
making wearing face masks
compulsory.

But, since cases began to
fall in the second wave, asso-
ciations say they are having a
hard time ensuring that resi-
dents remain responsible.

“I was about to fall sleep
when I heard a scream from
my neighbour’s home. I rushed
there thinking someone had
passed away, but I saw more
than 20 persons there cel-
ebrating a birthday,” Mukul

Rao (an IT professional resid-
ing in Ashok Nagar) said.
Mukul said that when he rep-
rimanded the neighbour for
violating the society safety
norms, the latter began to ar-
gue, which in a few minutes
escalated into a big fight. “None
of the guests were from the
building and none had face
masks on. It’s dangerous and
puts us all at risk,” he said.

Fever surveillance workers
in Ashok Nagar and T. Nagar
told this reporter that they
too have been receiving sev-
eral complaints from residents
about large gatherings. “When
we visit such violators and ex-
plain safety norms, it often falls
on deaf ears and they just ask

us to go away,” said a volun-
teer.

T. Nagar Residents’ Welfare
Association, which has been
doing yeoman service in ad-
dressing several civic issues,
told Mambalam Times that it
has urged police and civic offi-
cials to hold regular inspec-
tions and take strict action
against those who have such
celebrations.

“They must cut off their
power or water supply for a
day or two or take stricter
action. Only then will they fol-
low the norms. Covid has not
ended, and every person’s
health and safety are impor-
tant,” a member of the asso-
ciation said.

Test positivity rate
below 1 percent
By Our Staff Reporter

The test positivity rate
(TPR) in Chennai has fallen to
its lowest levels so far.

It dropped below 1 percent
on June 30. Of the 28776
samples tested, only 247 active
cases were detected.

The previous lowest weekly
average was 1.3% in mid-
February when the testing
was around 10,000 samples
per day.

Of the 15 zones, Ambattur
and Anna Nagar have shown
a marginal increase in daily
cases. On June 23, Ambattur
and Anna Nagar had 207 and
300 active cases respectively.
On June 30, the numbers went
up to 215 and 312 respectively.

Other zones have shown a
decrease in the number of
active cases.

Teynampet and
Kodambakkam had 342 and
331 active cases respectively
on June 23; this decreased to
323 and 315 respectively on
June 30.

Teynampet continues to
have the maximum number of
active cases followed by
Kodambakkam and Adyar.

Jewellers report
good business

Eager to purchase gold or-
naments for weddings sched-
uled in the coming days before
the shops are closed again in
the event of a third wave,
scores of customers thronged
jewelleries that reopened for
business on June 28.

 “We had to postpone our
daughter’s wedding, as we
couldn’t buy jewels during the
lockdown. But with the fear of
another lockdown looming due
to the possible third wave of
Covid, we decided to shop for
jewellery,” said R. Uma, who
came to T. Nagar.

A jewellery shop owner on
Usman Road told Mambalam
Times that the sale on the
first day was much more than
what he had expected which
brought relief that they he
might be able to meet expenses
including salaries of his staff.

Most jewellery shops have
reported brisk business
through the week, mainly
owing to wedding season in
the next two months.

Students teach poor children
chess
By Our Staff Reporter

Over the last couple of months, four Std. 12 students have
been teaching chess to around 60 disadvantaged children
under the care of Sethu Foundation (3rd Cross Street,
Seethamma Extension, Teynampet).

They have also embarked on an initiative to raise funds to
get grocery kits for close to 100 impoverished families supported
by the Foundation.

The students, Piya Khandelwal, Imran Afhar Basha, Mustafa
Akbar and Advait Da,s are good chess players, and got in
touch with the Foundation to train the children living in and
around the slums of Teynampet.

After coaching for over two months, a round robin
competition was conducted last week and the final on July 3
for which they managed to get sponsorship through friends
and their families. Piya told Mambalam Times that they
decided to do their bit to help underprivileged children and
chose chess as a good way to keep their minds sharp and busy
in these challenging times.

Cab drivers strike demanding
rollback of fuel prices
By Our Staff Reporter

Around 2,500 cab owners went on strike on June 28, 29 and
30 demanding revision in fares or rollback of diesel and petrol
prices.

As there was a huge shortage of cabs, commuters had to
wait for more than an hour for a cab.

Ola increased fares three-fold due to the demand.
A member of Tamilnadu Call Taxi and Driver Association

said that they will continue to protest and strike till the
government rolls back the prices or revises the fares.

“If the diesel price continues to increase, it will be really
difficult to continue in business. And many will end up selling
their cabs, and going for a different job,” said A. Salavuddin
(owner of Burhani Travels, T. Nagar).

Free food, mobile
recharge to promote
vaccination
By Our Staff Reporter

Some non-profit organis-
ations have taken the initia-
tive to offer free food, mobile
recharge and other freebies
to woo persons to take Covid
vaccination especially in the
poorer sections of the city
where there is still apprehen-
sion about the vaccine.

STS Foundation (Ashok
Nagar), in association with CN
Ramdas Trust and CHIRAG,
conducted such a campaign in
a fishing hamlet in Kovalam
last week in association with
the local government officials
and the health department.

Persons taking vaccination
were treated to a plate of
biriyani and given a recharge
card for their mobile phones.

Additionally, there were two
lucky draws for a mixie and
grinder and a bumper prize
for a bike, washing machine or
fridge, all of which were kept
on display to attract the resi-
dents. According to a member
of STS Foundation, the resi-
dents were counseled by a
team about the benefits of tak-
ing the vaccine.

He said that the weeklong
initiative was a success and
630 residents from the hamlet
and nearby areas who were
hitherto apprehensive, came
forward and were adminis-
tered the 1st dose of Covishield.

Centenarian social reformer
passes away

Rukmani Paatti (resident of 14th Sector,
K. K. Nagar) passed away on June 24.

She was 102 and had been a social activist
and social reformer.

She had sung many songs on social
reforms including ‘Marumagalukku
Arivurai’, ‘Pen Kalvi’, ‘Sutham 
Sugaathaaram Penikkaathal’, ‘Madhu

Ozhippu’, ‘Theendaamai Ozhippu’, ‘Thesapatru 
Paadalgal’, ‘Sudandhira  Patru Paadalgal’ etc.

In 2015, the Tamilnadu Government honoured her with
‘Best Social Reformer and Achiever Award’ on International
Elders Day. 

The International Association of Lions Clubs honoured her
with ‘Lifetime Achievers Award’. She received many other
awards too.  

She was hailed as ‘Paattu Paatti’ by her wellwishers. 
When young she had interacted with Thanthai Periyar

while living in Kanchipuram with her husband Anandhapillai. 
Anandhapillai was a carnatic singer who passed away in

2006. Rukmani Paatti is the grandmother of Dr. K. Gopinath
(State General Secretary of Tamilnadu  Udavikkaram
Association For the Welfare  of  Differently Abled) func-
tioning on 53rd Street, 9th Avenue, Ashok Nagar. 

 Her family included 5 daughters, a son, 14 grandchildren,
26 great grandchildren and 6 great great grandchildren. Her
family can be contacted in 97908 20194 and 96772 15198.
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ASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGY
J A T H A G A ,

Vaasthu, Nameology
expert “Jyothisha
Rathna” Srimathi V.
Akilandeswari, M.A.
M.Phil. D.I.A. Speci-
alist in Palmistry,
Astrology, Name
ology, Numerology,
Marriage matching,
vaasthu. Sri Raja
Rajeswari Jathag-
alaya, 132/138, Lake
View Road, GG, Coral
Glade Apartment,
West Mambalam, Ph:
94441 51597, 94449
97942, 94449 97946.

CATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERING
SRI Sai Annapo-

orna Catering
Services, 54-A,
Kothadaramar Koil
Street, West Mam-
balam – offers
hygienic & quality
sambar, rasam,
kootu, pooriyal @ Rs.
110 only, takeaway/
home delivery. Flat
delivery charges
depending on
locations, avail pre-
bookings from morn-
ing 10.30 onwards.
Marriage catering A
to Z undertaken with
seer batchanams. Ph:
90807 38908, 92823
45730.

CATERING orders
undertaken for
marriage (A to Z),
small functions,
nitchayathartham,
s e e m a n t h a m ,
a y u s h a h o m a m ,
u p a n a y a n a m ,
shashtiapthapurthi,
s a t h a b i s h e k a m ,
grahapravesam and
birthday functions.
Contact: Mahalak-
shmi Catering Servi-
ces (West Mam
balam), 95516 15465.

CIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKS
New building construction &

alteration work, bathroom,
plumbing, floor tiles work and
weathering coarse, internal,
external painting / woodwork,
sump work, competitive rate,
good quality. S. Panneer-
selvam. West Mambalam. Ph
90431 29725, 73959 85433.

COMPUTER SALESCOMPUTER SALESCOMPUTER SALESCOMPUTER SALESCOMPUTER SALES
& SERVICE& SERVICE& SERVICE& SERVICE& SERVICE

JAY Computers – Desktop,
Laptop sales & service. CCTV
camera installation, data
recovery, networking, printer,
toner refilling, antivirus,
softwares, computer buy-back,
all computers & electronics
accessories, old desktops &
laptops available at best price.
Ph: 91719 11117, 70107 01570.

ELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICAL
WORKSWORKSWORKSWORKSWORKS

HOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICESHOME SERVICES
SREE Ganapathi

Home Service: We
arrange reliable
vegetarians / non-
vegetarian cooks
(male / female) live-
in also domestic
help, patient attender
/ child care takers,
watchmen, nurse,
gardener, hostel
arrange etc., local &
outstation. Vennila.
Ph: 99628 74936,
93445 64451.
OLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOME

PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &
MOVERSMOVERSMOVERSMOVERSMOVERS

MAMBALAM RAINBOW
Packers & Movers, local
shifting, minimum cost Rs. 4000,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
Hyderabad, Bangalore,
Mumbai, & all over India, car
transport, 100% safe, door to
door. Ph: 96002 96873, 98400
20526. Email: info@rainbow
packersmovers.com

MAMBALAM Ajay Packers
& Movers for shifting within
Chennai, minimum Rs. 3700,
free insurance coverage, free
dismantling: A/c, TV, heater,
Fan, tube light fitting. Chennai,
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pune,
Mumbai, New Delhi, all over
India, 0% damage. Ph: 73581
70399, 72990 47508.

KVT packers & movers,
household items, office things
shifting, machineries moving,
door to door, all over India. Ph:
98402 60307.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)

KODAMBAKKAM, (Ranga-
jarapuram), near 5 lights, 2200
sq.ft, land with house, price Rs.
4.50 crores. Ph: 73583 57499.

WEST MAMBALAM
Anupam Villa, 2nd Floor, 7,
Chakrapani Street, Near 5
lights, Near Maha Meru temple,
flat for sale Brahmin locality,  3
bedroom, hall, kitchen,
furnished, flat, 1290 sq.ft, ready
for possession. Ph: 98419
77898, 98404 50041.

WEST MAMBALAM, G-2,
Mahaveer Flats, 120/141, Lake
View road, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, deluxe flat, 600 sq.ft,
UDS 150 sq.ft, 20 years old. Ph:
95432 77006.

RENTALRENTALRENTALRENTALRENTAL
ASHOK NAGAR, 5, 51st

Street, independent portion,
hall, kitchen, bedroom,
verandah, western toilet, no
water problem, 720 sq.ft,
Brahmins, vegetarians only, no
car park, rent Rs. 11000, no
brokers. Contact before visit.
Ph: 94455 68153.

WEST MAMBALAM, 13/24,
Devanathan Colony, backside
of Srinivasa theatre, 800 sq.ft,
ground floor, drawing room, big
hall, pooja, dining, kitchen,
wash area, western toilet and
bathroom, 1st floor, 1 bedroom,
attached bath room, E.B. card
ground and floor separate,
Brahmins only, rent Rs. 15000.
Ph: 99416 43136.

WEST MAMBALAM, 13,
Appasamy Street, near Kali
Bari temple, ground floor,
independent house, 2 bedroom,
800 sq.ft, Brahmins only, rent
Rs. 16000, no car park. Ph:
98849 88753.

WEST MAMBALAM, 26/48,
Subramanian Street, near Indian
Bank, single bedroom, 24 hours
water, independent house,
ground floor, 2-wheeler parking,
maximum 3 persons, rent Rs.
9500, vegetarians & Brahmins
only. Ph: 97898 15972.

WEST MAMBALAM,
16&17, Babu Rajendra Prasad
2nd Street, 3 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, fully furnished, 1st
floor, 2 balconies, 24 hours
water/security, covered car
park, strictly Brahmins/
vegetarians limited family/
office/godown/commercial
purpose. Ph: 98840 50270.

WEST MAMBALAM, 9/1,
Krishnamurthy Street, Flat
No.1, ground floor, 635 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 2 bath
rooms toilet attached (both),
vegetarians. Ph: 98407 40702.

WEST MAMBALAM, 2/11,
Ayyappan Street, double
bedroom, split A/c, individual
house, ground floor, covered
car park, full electrical fittings,
rent Rs. 15000, Brahmins/North
Indians, bank/IT employees
only. Ph: 94454 03184.

WEST MAMBALAM, Kama-
kshipuram 2nd Street,
Annapoorna Flats, 500 sq.ft, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, 2nd floor,
Brahmins only. Ph: 99406
93998.

T. NAGAR, 29/1, B-1, Gothi
Apartment, Gopal Street, near
Aruna Lodge, 2 bedrooms, hall,
modular kitchen, newly tiles
laid, common car park, rent Rs.
16000, maintenance Rs. 800,
Ph: 99625 12172, 99623 47646.

WEST MAMBALAM, 34,
Chakrapani Street, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 1100 sq.ft, 1st floor,
rent Rs. 25000 including
maintenance, vegetarians only,
cover car park. Ph: 74064
52525.

ASHOK NAGAR, 7B, Sri
Velu Enclave, Bank of India
Colony, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, carpet area 630 sq.ft,
no car park, no brokers. Ph:
98417 71725, 72997 62819.

T.NAGAR, 13, Thirumurthi
Street, Akshaya Flats, C-1,
ground floor, near Padma
Seshadri/Vidyodaya School,
specious 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, service area, approx
800 sq.ft, open car park,
vegetarians, rent Rs. 22000 plus
maintenance Rs. 1000 at
present, immediate occupation,
before visit. Ph: 98840 58711.

WEST MAMBALAM, F-14,
Srividhya Apartment, 490 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms flat, 3rd floor, no lift,
good house. Ph: 94441 50982
from 5 p.m to 7 p.m.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Chakrapani Street, Mayor SA
Ganesan Kudil, 2nd floor, no
lift, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
complete wood work, A/c, car
parking, 24 hours water, rent
Rs. 18000 plus maintenance,
Brahmins only. Ph: 70100
56133.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Govardhan Flats, Ramakris-
hnapuram 2nd Street, 2nd floor,
lift, covered car park, 950 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 2
balconies, rent Rs. 21000
including maintenance,
advance Rs. 2 lakhs negotiable,
Brahmins only. Ph: 99402
97905, 91765 21805.

WEST MAMBALAM, 12/54,
Kuppiah Street, market
transports 2 minitues range, 950
sq.ft, ground floor, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, pooja, 2 western
toilets, portico, separate E.B,
Brahmins/vegetarians only,
Rent Rs. 20000, advance Rs.
1,50,000, maintenance
separate, no brokers. Ph: 2474
8993, 94447 87533/premises.

KODAMBAKKAM, United
India Colony 1st Cross Street,
Manoranjani Apartments, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1st floor,
covered car park, semi
furnished, rent Rs. 21000. Ph:
88259 58149, 94864 04981.

WEST MAMBALAM, 9/,5/6,
Sri Ragavendra Flats, Patel
Street, walkable distance from
Mambalam Railway Station,
450 sq.ft, single bedroom,
kitchen, separate toilet and
bathroom, 24 hours water, 2-
wheeler parking, vegetarians/
Brahmins only, rent Rs. 9000
plus maintenance. Ph: 98404
01889, 98405 86026.

WEST MAMBALAM, 13/40,
Subbha Street, near Sankara
Mutt, ground floor, 600 sq.ft,1
bedroom, 1 store room, 2-
wheeler parking, 3 phase, 24
hours water, individual EB
Card, rent Rs. 13000, Brahmins/
vegetarians only. Ph: 94455
31070.

T.NAGAR, Bazullah Road,
3 bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, 1
covered car park, split air
conditioners, Brahmins only,
rent Rs. 35000 plus
maintenance. Ph: 98848 69993.

WEST MAMBALAM, 2/7,
Rajagopalan Street, near
Jubilee Road, 800 sq.ft. Ph:
98415 91762, 89394 16722,
82486 01546.

ASHOK NAGAR, Kasi
Estate 2nd Street, near
Chaitanya School/SBI,
independent house, ground
floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
dining, service area, portico
covered car park, furnished, 3
phase, separate EB, 24 hours
water, provision for inverter, rent
Rs. 20000 negotiable,
Brahmins. Ph: 94440 29280,
94456 26145, 2489 6145.

WEST MAMBALAM, Lake
View Road, S.N.R. flats, one
bedroom, 1st floor, 380 sq.ft,
rent Rs. 8500, 2-wheeler
parking. Contact: 73584 25215,
73959 30132. Site visit on
Sunday 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

WEST MAMBALAM, 113/
43, Arya Gowda Road, near
Bajaj Scooter Company, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, 1st

floor, rent Rs. 16000, 24 hours
water supply. Ph: 98410 05443.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Manickam Street, 1st floor, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen,
service area, 2-wheeler
parking, rent Rs. 17500,
vegetarians/Brahmins only.
Sridhar. G, Ph: 98846 96090.

T. NAGAR, 24, Duraiswamy
Road, next to Canara Bank,
commercial space, 1st floor, 400
sq.ft, rent Rs. 12000. Ph: 98410
86078.

T. NAGAR, 39/16,
Nathamuni Street, ground floor,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 900
sq.ft, open car park, semi-
furnished, North facing, family
preferred. Ph: 98407 78578.

T. NAGAR, 34/9, North Boag
Road, independent house, 1st

floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
wood work, 2 geysers, 2 A/c’s,
balcony, covered car park,
CCTV,  24 hours water, to
inspect call, Ph: 98402 93088.

WEST MAMBALAM, 18,
Srinivasa Iyer Street, near
Ayodhya Mandapam, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, ground
floor, bath attached, wood work,
rent Rs. 10000, advance 6
months. Ph: 72001 86785.

WEST MAMBALAM,  Giri
Street, 1 bedroom, hall, kitchen,
1st floor flat, 540 sq.ft. Ph: 81977
67110. after 7 p.m.

K.K. NAGAR WEST, 6,
Jawahar Street, near
Pondicherry Guest House/Vani
Vidayalaya/PSBB School, 1st

floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
car park, Brahmins only. Ph:
99625 65414.

WEST MAMBALAM, 26/
37A, Chakrapani Street, near
Subway, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, dining, 1320 sq.ft, 1st

floor flat, semi furnished, metro/
bore water, car park, rent Rs.
24000, Brahmins only, no
brokers. Ph: 94448 82617.

T.NAGAR, 16/6, New Giri
Road, Jain Windsor Court, 1100
sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
open car park, ground floor. Ph:
94440 35070.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Srinivasa Pillai Street, near
Satyanarayana Perumal
Temple, 750 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 3rd floor
apartments, lift, car park, rent
Rs. 19000, immediate
occupation. Ph: 70103 19636.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Srinivasa Pillai Street, near
Satyanarayana Perumal
Temple, 1500 sq.ft, 3 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, deluxe apartment,
1st floor, lift, car park, rent Rs.
31000, immediate occupation.
Ph: 70103 19636.

T.NAGAR, Gandhi Street,
near Muppathamman Koil, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, semi
furnished, 1st floor apartment,
lift, covered car park,
vegetarians only, immediate
occupation. Ph: 98418 39088.

SITUATIONSITUATIONSITUATIONSITUATIONSITUATION
VACANTVACANTVACANTVACANTVACANT

(EDUCATIONAL)(EDUCATIONAL)(EDUCATIONAL)(EDUCATIONAL)(EDUCATIONAL)
AN English medium middle

school in Tiruvarur requires a
lady English teacher retired from
reputed school in Chennai on
an attractive salary package.
Free excellent housing
accommodation and food and
other expenses fully met. Ph:
95660 08249, 96000 32010,
94424 75357.

WANTED staff: admin/
social media/clerk with good
looking, skills and experienced,
qualification – any degree, age
: 30 - 40 (Female). Apply before
10th July 2021. Send your profile
with photo to Whatsapp
Number 97899 71571. (For
Spiritual Organization in West
Mambalam)

WANTED graduate with
computer experience for
clerical work/marketing
engineers/executive with bike,
fresh or 1 year experience, fast
growing company, rewarding
career assured. Contact: Ph:
2489 5632, near Ashok Pillar.
Email Id:
markairindia@yahoo.com

WANTED accoun-
tant, full time, billing
with accounts
knowledge (GST,
Tally) and minimum
2 years experience.
Salary 10000 to
15000. West Mam-
balam. Ph: 97907
59840.

Auto drivers seek fare revision
By Our Staff Reporter

With fuel prices in the city reaching an all-
time high and the petrol prices inching closer
to the Rs. 100 a liter mark, citizens, particu-
larly  autorickshaw and taxi drivers, are a
worried lot.

Autorickshaw and taxi drivers across the
city have denounced the rise in fuel prices
amid the Covid second wave.

The price of petrol has increased to Rs.
99.80 a liter and that of diesel to Rs. 93.72 a
liter. Before the last year’s lockdown, the
price of petrol stood at Rs. 72.28 a liter and
that of diesel at Rs. 65.71 a litre.

“We are already struggling to meet ends
due to the impact of Covid and now the un-
precedented rise in the price of petrol has
worsened the situation. Unless the govern-
ment revises fares, we might have to look for
other means to earn our livelihood,” said
Murugavel, who operates from the stand near
T. Nagar bus terminus.

M. Balasubramanian (President, Tamilnadu
Auto Thozhilalar Sangam) said that the state
government should revise the autorickshaw
fares fixed in 2013 when a liter of petrol was
sold at Rs. 82.95.

“The Madras High Court has directed the
government to periodically revise the fares
when the petrol price goes up or down. But
the government has revised the fares only
five times in the last 41 years. At present, the
minimum fare is Rs. 25 for the first 1.8 km and
Rs. 12 per km thereafter. We are demanding
Rs. 40 for the first 1.5 km and Rs. 20 per km
thereafter,” he said.
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Gang robs gamblers of cash,
valuables
By Our Staff Reporter

A gang of more than 10 members entered a
gambling den on Kannappan Street
(Aminjikarai) and attacked 6 men before
escaping with 20 sovereigns jewellery, Rs.
80,000 cash and a mobile phone worth Rs.
50,000 at around 10 p.m on June 28.

Aminjikarai police have arrested one of the
victims G. Ramkumar (33) (a resident of T.
Nagar) as he is suspected to have tipped off
the robbers.

According to the police, C. Vignesh (26) (a
resident of Shenoy Nagar) runs a finance firm
from the premises and is one of the victims.

When Vignesh and five others were
gambling with cards, the gang stormed into
the premises with hatchets and robbed them.

They also attacked and injured one of the
gamblers when he tried to resist.

A hunt has been launched for the gang.

Teynampet leads in
vaccinations
By Our Staff Reporter

More than 11% of the vaccinations
administered in the city have been in
Teynampet Zone, which has the highest
population among the 15 zones under Chennai
Corporation,

Of the 24.82 lakh doses administered till
June 27, 2.8 lakhs were given in Teynampet
Zone followed by Royapuram (2.65 lakhs),
Anna Nagar (2.6 lakhs) and Kodambakkam
(2.5 lakhs).

2195 tonnes waste removed
in 2-day clean-up drive
By Our Staff Reporter

In a mass clean-up on June 29 and 30,
Chennai Corporation collected 2,195 tonnes
of waste in all from several streets across
Chennai.

The waste included 590 tonnes of garbage
and 1,605 tonnes of construction debris.

The mass cleaning in T. Nagar West
Mambalam, Ashok Nagar, K. K. Nagar,
Kodambakkam and Teynampet was carried
out by Urbaser-Sumeet with whom Chennai
Corporation has a contract for waste
management.

About 1,300 sanitary workers and 500 road
workers have been engaged for the clean-up
drive.

A Corpor-
ation official
said that
h e s i t a n c y
about getting
vaccinated has
gradually dec-
reased after
the impact of
the second
wave and the
second full
lockdown in
April and May.
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Rice, vegetables given to 500 persons
By Our Staff

 Reporter
Lions International

District 324 A1 organ-
ised distribution of rice
bags and vegetables
among 500 needy
persons in Pandian Hall,
West Mambalam on
June 30.

J.  Karunanidhi (T.
Nagar MLA) distributed
the essentials in the
program organised by M.
Murugan.

Velammal art contest
By Our Staff Reporter

Velammal’s 2nd Inter-
national Online Art Contest,
‘GO CORONA 2021’ for
children across the world in
the 5-15 years age group is
being conducted this month.

Those interested should
register their names before
July 12. Registration is free.
 Artwork should be submitted
before July 26.

All participants will receive
E- certificates. The results will
be announced in the website
www.velammalnexus.com.

More than 600 prizes will
be distributed. The 1st prize is
Rs. 25,000, the second Rs.
15,000 and the third

Rs.10,000.
 For more details contact

73583 90402 or visit the
website.

GROW MORE
TREES

Chennai Metro
fines passengers
sans mask
By Our Staff Reporter

As part of its strict enforce-
ment of wearing facemasks,
the Metro has levied a pen-
alty of Rs. 200 each on 27
passengers and collected a
total of Rs. 5,400 for failing to
wear mask since June 21.

The number of passengers
using the Metro remains rela-
tively low compared to the pre-
Covid and last year’s
lockdown.

On June 29, 45,000 passen-
gers traveled by metro rail as
compared to 26,000 on June
21 (the opening day after the
lockdown was relaxed).

Before Covid, the daily pa-
tronage ranged between 1.25
and 1.3 lakh passengers a day,
an official said.

He said that all passengers
and staff are screened at metro
stations and only asymptom-
atic passengers are allowed to
enter.

24x7 treatment for children
in PHC

By Our Staff Reporter
Comprehensive 24x7

treatment for children was
inaugurated in Public Health
Centre, West Mambalam on
July 1.

Dr. Haripriya and her team
have joined the department
in Public Health Centre to
provide the service.

Online sloka classes
S. Sriram (resident of

Srinivasa Pillai Street,
West Mambalam) conducts
online Sloka classes on
Thirukkural, Bhagwad Gita and
Ramayanam for children in the
5-17 years age group. The
children are made to chant the
slokas and thirukkural verses
so that they memorise them in
due course of time.

Contact Sriram in 93825
13825 for more details.

Honey combs removed
from tree

By Our Staff Reporter
A number of honey combs were removed from a huge tree

on Thambaiah Road, West Mambalam opposite the
Corporation division office on July 2.

Corporation officials gave permission to remove the honey
combs following repeated complaints of bee disturbance from
residents.

Malls open after 7
weeks of lockdown
By Our Staff Reporter

Malls, textile and jewellery
showrooms reopened in the
city on June 26 after weeks of
shutdown triggered by the
second wave of Covid even as
the Central goverment called
for “stringent” response to the
rapidly spreading Delta Plus
Covid variant.

A mall owner told
Mambalam Times that they
did a special campaign with
Chennai Corporation to
vaccinate all employees
working in the mall.

He said that strict measures
are taken to ensure that all
the visitors wear masks and
maintain social distancing.

Temperature is checked
before a customer is allowed
to enter.

The Manager in the mall
said that they expect the
footfall to increase in a week
or two.

Petrol now costs
Rs. 100.13 a liter
By Our Staff Reporter

The price of petrol crossed
Rs. 100 a liter for the first
time ever in Chennai with a
liter costing Rs 100.13 after
the price was revised again on
July 2.

The price of diesel is now
Rs. 93.72 a liter in the city.

The hike on July 2 is the
30th increase in prices since
May 4.

Auto fuels are not part of
GST and hence attract excise
duties and VAT from state
governments.

Overhead cables in way of
heavy vehicles

By Our Staff Reporter
Overhead cables passing across Krishna Street, T.

Nagar may be struck by passing heavy vehicles.

Local resident held under
POCSO Act
By Our Staff Reporter

The All-Woman Police (Teynampet) on June 18 arrested S.
Rajmohan (49) (resident of Arcot Street, T. Nagar) on the
charge of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old minor girl in
Adyar on June 16. According to the police, the girl went out
of her house after a quarrel with her stepmother.

The accused, who was known to the girl, under the pretext
of taking her to his home in T. Nagar, sexually assaulted her
in Besant Nagar.  Based on a complaint from the stepmother,
he was arrested under the POCSO Act.
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