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Covaxin shortage continues
Chennai Corporation’s move to open 15 ad hoc vaccination centres

across the city to reduce crowding at urban primary health centres
and other vaccination sites in the city, has had limited success due to
the shortage of vaccines, especially Covaxin.

Presently, the vaccines are being administered at 140 urban pri-
mary health centers, 16 urban community health centers, 19 State
and central government-run hospitals and 175 private hospitals in
the city. According to the Corporation, 15 such special centres were
opened, one in each of the 15 zones, which would be functional for a
few days.

However, despite opening these temporary centres, shortage
continued across the city, especially of Covaxin.

Those visiting vaccination sites were left in the lurch as the centres
ran out of stock in the morning itself.

According to a person from Anna Nagar, who visited Government
Kilpauk Medical College Hospital to receive the second dose of
Covaxin, the stock there got over by 11 a.m itself.

“My husband and I visited the hospital in the morning, and there
were long lines. As the stock got over quickly, we returned home
without receiving it. We will try again tomorrow,” said 56-year-old
Kavitha. Several centres reported a shortage of supply, with many
receiving only one to two vials of Covaxin. Meanwhile, the civic body
clarified that the both Covishield and Covaxin shots were available at
the ad hoc vaccination centres. However, due to the supply con-
straints, Covaxin would be available only for those who were due for
the second dose, Corporation officials said.

3D printed house built in 5 days
in IIT-M

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated a
3D printed house that took only five days to build in IIT-
Madras.

With a built-up area of about 600 square feet, the single-
storey home has one bedroom, hall and kitchen.

It was designed and developed by Tvasta’s indigenous
‘Concrete 3D Printing’ technology.  ‘Concrete 3D Printing’ is
an automated manufacturing method to construct structures
of all realisable scales. It utilises a concrete 3D printer, which
accepts a computerised three-dimensional design file from the
user, and fabricates a 3D structure in a layer-by-layer manner
by extruding a specialised type of concrete specifically designed
for the purpose.

COVID-19 cases
cross 3-lakh mark
in city
By Our Staff Reporter

As the daily number of new
COVID-19 cases in the city
surges, the total number of cases
reported since the outbreak has
crossed the 3-lakh mark to touch
3,23,452 on April 27.

As on the day, there were
31,298 active cases in the city of
which about 25,000 are in home
quarantine, 2,732 in COVID-
19 care centres and 11,000 in
hospitals

While 2,86,487 patients have
recovered, 4,658 have died.

The civic body is also
conducting close to 20,000
sample testings per day.

As per the civic body data, the
recovery rate in the city has
come down to 88 percent from
over 97 percent before the
second wave. While Anna Nagar,
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar and
Teynampet zones have more
than 3,000 cases, Tondiarpet,
Royapuram, Ambattur,
Kodambakkam and Adyar zones
have more than 2,000 cases.

Rs. 5 lakhs fine
collected in
Kodambakkam
Zone
By Our Staff Reporter

The number of
COVID-19 cases
continues to surge,
but residents continue
to be lax in wearing
masks.

Chennai Corpor-
ation, in the last 15
days, collected about
Rs. 72.8 lakhs in fines
and closed down more
than 50 shops and
restaurants for
protocol violation.

Rs. 5.2 lakhs was
collected from
Kodambakkam Zone
which includes Pondy
Bazaar and T. Nagar.

The highest fine of
Rs. 10.8 lakhs was
collected in Teynam-
pet Zone.

Fine if mask not worn
properly

Police are fining not only those not wearing
masks, but also those wearing masks
improperly.

A traffic policeman on Usman Road told this
reporter that earlier they counseled and also
warned those not wearing masks properly,
but not many heeded the advice.

This is typical of roadside vendors and at
work places where most cover just their
mouths with a mask saying it gets wet in no
time.

Many roadside vendors in T. Nagar and
Pondy Bazaar were fined for using
handkerchiefs in place of masks.

Dr. Vel Murugan said that wearing masks
improperly will not serve any purpose. Pulling
down the mask to talk is even more risky if one
is a carrier as the saliva can spread in the air
while speaking and spread the infection.

“The main purpose of wearing a mask is to
prevent the virus spreading from the wearer’s
body by getting trapped in the mask,” he
explained.
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By Our Staff Reporter
Corporation workers closed the main gate of Corporation Playground on Somasundaram

Street, T. Nagar with metal sheets to prevent entry of heavy vehicles.
The old grill gate, which was damaged, had been lying in the playground.

Heavy vehicles barred from playground ISKCON online summer camp
for children from May 3
By Our Staff Reporter

ISKCON will conduct a summer camp online for children in
the 6-17 years age group from Monday, May 3.

The program includes stories, activities, rhymes, bhajans
and arts and crafts.

 The features of the teen group will be debates, discussions
and spiritual games. Materials like videos, pdf and ppt developed
by ISKCON Chennai Children’s Wing will be shared with
participants using WhatsApp, Telegram or e-mail facility.
   The theme for the camp is ‘Saints’ for children (6-12 years)
and ‘Acharyas’ for teens (13 -17 years).

The camp duration is two weeks per batch.
Camp dates: May 3-14 (Batch 1) and May 17-28 (Batch 2).
Parents may enrol their children in any batch. Different

time-slots are available for the online classes which will be
conducted on the Google meet platform. All classes will be
handled by trained and experienced teachers. The teacher to
student ratio is 1:20.

Hindi , English or Tamil may be chosen at the time of
registration. The number of seats is limited.

E-certificates will be given to participants. A nominal
donation of Rs. 1500 will be collected for a child. Siblings will
get a discount.

For more details and registration visit www.iskconchennai.
org/summercamp

5 zones account for
maximum number
of active cases
By Our Staff Reporter

Five zones in the city alone
have added the maximum
number of active cases since
April 16 excluding the 89%
recovery rate.

Since April 16, the cases in
the city have been rising
steeply and Teynampet now
has 3,192, followed by Anna
Nagar (3,168), Kodambakkam
(2,823), Thiru vi Ka Nagar
(2,690) and Adyar (2,497).

On April 16, the city had
22,420 active cases and on
April 26 the number was
31,142.

An official said that though
the number of discharges is
increasing there are a high
number of fresh cases daily.

“The increase could be due
to unknown clusters in
workplaces and also
undetected or unreported
small gatherings,” he said.

42,000 copies of
this edition are

delivered  FREE
 every Saturday!

Teynampet has 69
streets with over 10
COVID-19 cases
By Our Staff Reporter

According to Chennai
Corporation data, there were
334 streets in the city with
more than 10 COVID-19 cases
as on April 27.

Royapuram continued to
top the list with 74 streets,
followed by Teynampet (69
streets).

In Teynampet, the streets
included RA Puram 1st Main
Road, PS Sivasamy Street,
Eldams Road, Dr. Natesan
Road and Valluvar Kottam
High Road.

According to a Corporation
official, “whenever a street
with more than ten cases is
identified, we barricade it
allowing space for only one
person to walk in and out.
However, this is not a hard
and fast rule. If the street is an
important connecting street,
we cannot barricade it.”

During lockdown, police
personnel and corporation
staff manned such barricaded
streets, keeping track of who
entered and left the streets in
a register, but this is not being
done this time due to lack of
manpower.

Apart from the 334 streets
with over 10 cases, 847 streets
have over six COVID-19 cases.
Teynampet Zone leads the list
with 173 such streets followed
by Royapuram Zone (95) and
Kodambakkam Zone (71).

The streets will be removed
from containment if they do
not register any new COVID-
19 cases for 14 days.

There are a total of 39,000
streets in the city.

‘Kabasura’ drink distributed in streets
By Our Staff

Reporter
The members

of Kalpavrkisha
Trust (West
Mambalam) have
been distribu-
ting ‘Kabasura
herbal drink’
among residents
for three days
since April 26.

Dr. R. Ragh-
u n a t h a n
(Founder) said
that the home-
made herbal
drink is received
by about 300
persons. It has already been distributed in Govindan Road, Sampangi Street and nearby
streets. They plan to cover all streets, he added. He can be contacted in 97908 56066.

Banks function from
10 a.m to 2 p.m

Since April 26, banks across
the city have been functioning
from 10 a.m to 2 p.m in view of
the surge in COVID-19 cases.

However, administrative,
zonal and regional offices,
where there is no outside
interaction with customers,
continue to function as per
regular working hours.

Banking delivery channels
such as ATMs and cash
deposit machines (CDMs)
continue to function without
interruption.

Aadhar Enrolment Centre
functions in all banks have
been suspended.

Cable drums removed after report in Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Cable drums dumped on 6th Avenue’ published in Mambalam Times last week, the cable drums

dumped on the road were moved to the road margin to enable free flow of traffic.

Before

Now

Grill placed on open drain
By Our

Staff
Reporter

An open
drain in the
service road
of Madley
Subway near
Thukkaram
Street has
been covered
with an iron
grill to caution
motorists. The
drain has
r e m a i n e d
open for
several days.

COVID-19 care
centres filling up
fast

The beds in Chennai
Corporation’s COVID care
centres are filling up fast.

The COVID-19 care centres
admit those who test positive
for the virus with mild or
moderate symptoms or those
who do not have facilities like
separate toilets to quarantine
at home.

The city presently has over
31,500 active cases and is
testing around 20,000 people
a day. The test positivity rate
is 20%. With the city
registering more than 4000
cases on April 27, the number
of cases is expected to further
rise by mid-May.
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New banking hours
Sir, The newly announced bank timing (10 a.m to 2 p.m) will

not be beneficial. Reduction in workig hours will only result in
crowding and delay in transactions. Similarly, total lockdown
on Sundays will lead to congestion on Saturdays and violation
of social distancing norm. It would be better to keep the
working hours and days spread out as usual. Dr R.
Narasimhan, T. Nagar  

Plight of aged ration card holders
Sir, The idea of introducing biometric system in ration shops

was to curb malpractices but the system is causing problems for
aged ration card holders like me.

I am 86 years old and my finger prints have faded with the
result the biometric scanner in my ration shop is unable to match
them. I was able to persuade the reluctant in-charge of the shop
to issue my rations on the basis of my Aadhaar card in the last two
months. Till February 2021, our long serving servant maid used
to get our rations without any problem. The FP shop in-charge
now insists that I visit the shop. Due to my old age I can’t visit the
FP shop every month. Even if I go there, the scanner will not read
my finger prints. My wife is 82 years old and physically
handicapped, my son and daughter-in-law are held up abroad
and my grandson is a student in VIT Vellore. How can I draw my
rations?

I appeal to the officials concerned to realize the plight of aged
ration card holders like me and work out a solution.
J.Subramanian, T. Nagar

Stray dog menace
Sir, Stray dog menace is on the rise in West Mambalam.

They roam about freely in groups. While they are not
dangerous during daytime, they become ferocious at night.
Children are frightened and residents are scared to go out in
the early hours to buy milk and during night. The dogs also
enter apartment complexes in the night, gnaw at and scatter
footwear kept outside apartments. I appeal to Corporation
officials to take steps to round up the dogs and restore peace
to the neighbourhood. R. Swaminathan, Station Road.

IPL match during lockdown improper
Sir, When the whole of Tamilnadu including Chennai was

under complete lockdown on Sunday, April 25 and movement
of people was not allowed except for emergencies, the IPL
match started as scheduled at 7.30 p.m and continued beyond
11 p.m when the lockdown was in full force. How can this
happen and how were the players transported to the venue
and back? Lockdown is meant for the safety of citizens and
this kind of relaxation of rules is not a healthy trend. R.
Sekar, 7/3 Thambiah Road, West Mambalam. Ph. 94907
53739         

Vaccination experience
Sir, My wife and I got ourselves vaccinated in a private hospital

in Kodambakkam on March 5 where an additional Rs. 20 was
collected for cost of syringe besides Rs. 250 each for the injection.
However, it could not give the certificates immediately and I was
told that they would be sent later. After persistent reminding the
certificates were uploaded but were dated March 10. When I
sought rectification of the date, I was told that the hospital got the
government portal site only on March 8. When I approached the
same hospital for our second jabs due on April 16, I was told to come
early and collect tokens between 11 a.m and 12 noon as no prior
appointment was necessary. However, when I enquired at a
bigger private hospital in Ganga Nagar, Kodambakkam, to my
surprise, they asked me to come with photo identity any time
between 2 p.m and 3 p.m. All parameters were checked and jabs
were administered within 30 minutes and, by evening, the
certificates were sent to my mobile link. Above all, they collected
only the prescribed fee of Rs. 250 each for the vaccinations. R.
Sekar, Swathi’s Swarnam, 7, Thambiah Road, West
Mambalam

Policemen counsel violators
By Our Staff Reporter

While strictly enforcing
COVID-19 norms amid the
spike in cases, policemen are
also counseling motorists and
pedestrians not wearing
masks. At Burkit Road
junction on April 27, traffic
policemen distributed masks
free among motorists violating
the norm and also fined them.

A senior Inspector also
counseled them and explained
the benefits and importance
of wearing masks.

The Teynampet police have
put up big screen projectors
on important roads, including
TTK Road, Eldams Road, Anna
Salai and SIET College Road
to promote COVID-appro-
priate behaviour.

The police have also drawn
markings where those not
wearing face masks are asked

to stand and counselled.
Police have also engaged

autorickshaw drivers to
spread the message about
wearing face masks and
maintaining social distancing
in public places.

These drivers have been
instructed to make sure that

their passengers wear face
masks. Awareness posters
have been pasted on their
vehicles. The autorickshaw
drivers also undertake the
work of preventing people from
crowding in market areas and
traffic spots on busy sections
in the neighbourhood.

Home-cooked food
for COVID-19

patients
Apeksha Jain,

Teynampet
On offer: Breakfast options:

idli, pongal, upma, chutney-
sambar. Dinner: dhal and rice,
khichdi, rasam rice, sambar
rice.

Order: For breakfast, place
your order the previous
evening. For dinner, orders
can be placed on the same
morning.

Quantity: One person per
meal.

Cost: Rs. 60-75 for break-
fast, Rs. 100-120 for dinner

Delivery: Dunzo
Contact details: Apeksha

Jain – 91640 66342, Insta:
@explorewithapeksha

Monkey Temptation,
Egmore

On offer: Lunch and dinner
consisting of dal, rice, one sabzi
and rotis (the number of rotis
depends on customer request).
Menu changes every day.

Order: Preferably a day in
advance.

Quantity: One person per
meal.

Cost: No charge as their
service is only for COVID-19
patients

Delivery: Dunzo or Swiggy
Contact details: 99529 46032
Instagram: @monkey temp-

tation
COVID-19 meals

prepared by volunteers.
For details, visit: https://

chennaicovidhelp. github.io/
food-delivery/

h t t p s : / / m a j o r - r o o f -
4419.glideapp.io/

h t t p : / / b i t . l y / c h e n n a i -
homefood

@The Idly Tales on
Instagram

Sharada Murthy, K. K.
Nagar

On offer: Currently cater-
ing only to for COVID-19 pa-
tients on a first-come-first-
served basis. The lunch meal
box includes rice, sambar/
rasam and one vegetable. For
dinner, tiffin items such as idli
and khichdi are available.
Menu changes every day.

Order: A day in advance.
Quantity: One meal box per

person.
Cost: Rs. 75 upwards
Delivery: Available through

Dunzo in K. K. Nagar and al-
lied areas. (Pay actuals.)

Instagram: @Sharu Stories
Sree Sanjana Catering

Services, Nesapakkam
On offer: Breakfast: Dosa,

idli and khichdi.
Lunch: Rice, rasam, sambar

and vegetables. Dinner: Tiffin
items or roti and sabzi. Meals
can be customised based on
needs. Besides COVID-19 pa-
tients, it caters for others on
subscription basis.

Order: Open 24 hours on
website.

Quantity: One meal box per
person.

Cost: Rs. 110 upwards
Delivery: In-house delivery

available (cost varies for dif-
ferent areas).

Contact: 86380 64210/91762
01451

Long queues at vaccination centers
By Our Staff Reporter

The steep rise in
COVID-19 cases is
sending residents
flocking to vaccination
centres where corpo-
ration officials say
they are unable to con-
trol the crowds.

In Kodambakkam,
the vaccination camp
in a school was so over-
crowded on April 27
that the corporation
refrained from putting
the list of camps on
social media the next
day.

At a centre in West
Mambalam, an elderly
man registered for a

dose but went back when he
got to know Covishield was
not available.

However, when he reached
home, he got a message saying
he had been administered
Covaxin.

“The person at the registra-
tion desk and the person in-
jecting the vaccine are differ-

ent, but such errors cannot
be accepted,” said the man
who did not want to be identi-
fied. A doctor in a UPHC said
that the problem was lack of
manpower and complacency
in implementing measures.

“Last year, we had many
volunteers and almost every
positive case was traced the

next day. All cases were taken
to screening centres by offi-
cials themselves. Now, positive
patients are walking into hos-
pitals, UPHCs, screening cen-
tres and forming new clusters.”

Walk-in testing centres and
crowds at screening centres
are also increasing the trans-
mission rate.

COVID-19 protocols not followed in suburban trains
Sir, I am a resident of West Mambalam and travel daily to

Tambaram for work by suburban train.
I notice most passengers, especially youngsters, not wearing

masks or wearing them without covering their noses.
I also notice that in stations, social distancing norms are not

followed with the police turning a blind eye.
When we request passengers to wear masks, some respond

rudely and refuse to do so, putting the other passengers at
risk of infection.

Southern Railway has reduced the frequency of trains even
during peak hours, though it claims otherwise, leading to
overcrowding. There is no way social distancing can be
maintained in overcrowded trains.

As many like me do not have the option of working from
home, we are put to risk due to the callousness of passengers
who do not wear masks. I appeal to all passengers to wear
masks and to the railway officials to increase the train
frequency, at least during peak hours,

The railway police should also take strict action against
passengers flouting COVID-19 protocols. R. Velmurugan,
Murthy Street, West Mambalam

Pensioners’ life certificate
Sir, Pensioners need to submit life

certificate every November to record
that they are alive and to ensure
continuity in receipt of pension.
Following the digitization of the process,
pensioners are required to submit digital
life certificate, Jeevan Praman Patra
(JPP), every year. Submission of digital
life certificate means that pensioners
authenticate their presence
biometrically.

The Employees Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) states that one
can submit the JPP anytime during
the year. This means that one does not
have to wait till November and can
thus avoid the long queues at PF
offices. If one gets it done in March/
April/May or in any other month, he/
she should ensure that he/she submits
the JPP in the same month in the
following year. 

While one can submit the JPP in PF
offices, the facility is available in banks
too. V S Jayaraman, 31, Motilal
Street, T. Nagar

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Women Helpline 1091

How neighbours react to COVID-19-affected
Sir, I am sharing our tragic experience with our

neighbours when my husband tested COVID-19 posi-
tive.

Though my husband had very mild body ache I urged
him to undergo an RT-PCR which turned out to be
positive. We duly informed Government officials about
my husband’s health. Following this I advised residents
of other flats over phone to stay safe as there were
elders and children in our flat. From then on their whole
attitude changed. They started talking about us and
venting their anger.

My neighbor, who is an astrologer, called me after 4
days, not to enquire about my husband’s health but to
ask what medicines he was taking for COVID-19 so
that he could get them for himself as a precautionary
measure. We had been so helpful to him and his wife
(who’s partially deaf) till the day my husband was
infected. Suddenly we had become aliens! I understand
that everyone has their own fears but they should not
overshadow humanity and affection. Just a few words
of concern over the phone are enough to keep a person
in quarantine happy mentally. Dr. Anitha
Raghunathan, BRP 2nd Street, West Mambalam
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By Our Staff Reporter
Roads and streets wore a deserted look during the lockdown on Sunday (April 25) with no movement of public and vehicles.  They included Usman Road, South Usman Road and

Ranganathan Street in T. Nagar, Arya Gowda Road and Govidan Road in West Mambalam and 4th Avenue in Ashok Nagar. The MTC bus terminus in T. Nagar was also deserted.

Roads deserted during lockdown

Usman Road, T.Nagar

South Usman Road, T. Nagar

Ranganathan
Street, T. Nagar Arya Gowda Road, West Mambalam

Govindan Road, West Mambalam

4th Avenue, Ashok Nagar

Near Ashok Pillar, Ashok Nagar

 T.Nagar Bus Terminus

Tree trunk removed from pavement
By Our

Staff
Reporter

A huge tree
trunk lying on
the pavement
of 11th Av-
enue, Ashok
Nagar was re-
moved by Cor-
poration con-
tract workers
before a new
pavement was
laid.

Car lying under flyover

By Our Staff Reporter
A car in broken down condition has been lying under the

flyover on Bazullah Road in T. Nagar for several days.

Corporation to
open more
screening centers

To handle the spike in Covid-
19 cases and to avoid crowding
and to ensure better patient
management, Chennai
Corporation is planning to open
18 more screening centres in the
coming week.

This would mean each zone
will have two centres,” said a
senior corporation official.

Each screening centre has two
doctors, two lab technicians, and
two x-ray machine operators,
besides two paramedical staff to
manage the crowds.

G. Prakash (Corporation
Commissioner) said that with
more screening centers per zone,
the patients would not have to
spend more than 45 minutes for
evaluation.

“Since schools are closed, we
will convert them into screening
centres. We have the required
medical equipment at the
UPHCs. We just need the
manpower which will be alloted
by the state government,”
Prakash said.

Presently patients are
complaining that they have to
wait for more than 3 to 4 hours
due to crowding.

Velammal student excels in
silambam contest

By Our Staff Reporter
Rohit V (Class 7 student in Velammal

Main School, Mogappair Campus) won the
Mahaguru Jambu Aasan Memorial Prize
for Silambattam by bagging the 2nd place at
the zonal level in theTamil Nadu
Parambariya Veera Vilaiyattu Competition
2021 conducted in Chennai Farex Ground
recently by Chennai District Silambattak
Kalagam.

Home nurses, caretakers need pass to
commute during lockdown

With full lockdown on Sundays, senior citizens, disabled persons, and others who require
nurses or attendants to provide home-based care are not sure whether their caretakers will
be allowed to commute during the day. Officials said that permissions for caretakers to
commute can be sought from the local corporation office or police stations.

Last year, when Chennai went under complete lockdown, the corporation had issued
passes to these caretakers. However, no such official announcement has been made to issue
special passes to caretakers this year. Renuka, a caretaker living in Saidapet, travels to T.
Nagar every day. She takes care of a 74-year woman who is bedridden and immobile. “There
is no public transport. I will have to ask my husband to drop me off there. I don’t know what
I will say if the police stop us,” she said. A senior corporation official said that while the
authorities have not made any provision for special passes yet, people can independently
seek permission from the local police station or corporation office.

Nurses who have identity cards will be allowed to commute if they show them, he added.
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Potholes at junction hamper
motorists
By Our Staff Reporter
Huge potholes in the road at
the junction of Burkit Road
and Venkatanarayana Road in
T. Nagar have been hindering
motorists for several days.

Water booths shunned due to COVID-19
By Our Staff

Reporter
With the

t e m p e r a t u r e
rising, political
party workers
and various
o r g a n i z a t i o n s
have installed
water booths on
many roads and
streets including
South Usman
Road in T. Nagar
and Reddy
Kuppam Road in
West Mambalam.

But many
pedestrians are
not quenching
their thirst in the
water booths due
to fear of COVID-
19.

Debris removed after report in
Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Debris blocks 40-ft stretch of 11th

Avenue’ published in Mambalam Times (April 11-17 issue),
debris lying on11th Avenue, Ashok Nagar near Govindan Road
was removed .

Before

Now

Potholes at junction hamper motorists

By Our Staff Reporter
Huge potholes in the road at the junction of Burkit Road and Venkatanarayana Road in T.

Nagar have been hindering motorists for several days.

13-year-old is new
Woman International Master

By Our Staff Reporter
13-year-old Savitha Shri B (Std. 10

student in Velammal Vidyalaya, Mel
Aynambakkam)  became the latest
Woman International Master (WIM)
by winning the 3rd WIM Norm in the
Belgrade Spring Chess Festival 2021
conducted in Serbia recently.
WIM title is the second most difficult to
win in chess. Savitha made it by
completing all the three title norms and also touching the
requisite FIDE   rating of 2200 points by defeating her opponent
Djokic Nenad with a score of 5.5 out of 9.

Corporation to open
500-bed COVID-19
care centre

Chennai Corporation is
planning to open a 500-bed
COVID-19 care centre with
oxygen facility in Guindy Trade
Centre, Kilpauk Indoor Stadium
or KP Park as the pandemic is
surging in the city.

Preparations to convert these
places into COVID-19 centres
have begun, an official said. The
management of oxygen pipeline
and supply will be entrusted to
senior medical professionals and
centres used for asympto-matic
patients will be converted into
full-fledged centres once the
green signal is obtained from
the govern-ment. At present,
there are 11,645 beds available
in 13 COVID-19 care centres
and Chennai Corporation has
tied up with hospitals and
medical colleges for medical staff
for these centres.

The public health depart-ment
and hospitals will be in charge
of the medical facilities while
the Corporation will provide food,
housekeeping and other staff.

COVID-19 tests for
all counting agents

The Chennai District Election
Office has conducted RT-PCR
tests for counting agents of all
political parties, ahead of the
counting of votes scheduled for
May 2.

Agents who test positive will
not be allowed into the counting
halls.

According to election officials,
the tests were conducted in the
offices of the returning officers.

“The aim is to prevent infected
persons from visiting the three
counting centres in Chennai. The
political parties have been
advised to keep a reserve list in
the event of agents testing
positive,” said an official.

The district election office will
give face masks and gloves to all
counting agents.

Officials expect the counting
to take longer this time because
of the increase in the number of
candidates as well as polling
booths in the Assembly
constituencies of Chennai
district.

The counting is expected to be
completed first for T. Nagar
because this constituency has
the least number of candidates.

Couple distributes face masks free
Chandira and her husband Karuna-

karan, residents of Kodambakkam, are
doing humanitarian service by distributing
face masks free among the needy.

While Chandira, a tailor working in an
export company, stitches cloth masks in
her free time, her husband,  an
autorickshaw driver, distributes the
masks among his customers and also to
needy persons in and around his
neighbourhood thorough his fellow auto

drivers. The couple has been doing this ever since the
lockdown began and their good work has been publicised in
leading magazines. They have distributed more than 5000
masks so far. How the initiative began.

When the pandemic started last year, there was an acute
shortage of face masks around the country. Since the
commonly-sold N-95 and surgical masks were all out of
stock then, face masks came to the rescue. Chandira took
the permission of her employer to collect all the discarded
pieces of cotton cloth after stitching in her workplace daily
and used them to stitch the masks in her home for free
distribution. She buys the elastic for making the masks
with her money. Initially, she distributed the masks among
neighbours and relatives. But when the demand increased,
she took the help of her husband to extend distribution to a wider section of people.

OBITUARY
BAVANI VEERABHADRAN

Bavani Veerabhadran (resident of 18/
2, Vivekanandapuram First Street, West
Mambalam) passed away on April 19.

She was 63 and had been a resident of
West Mambalam since 1975. She is
survived by her husband S. Veerabhadran,
daughters Priya and Aishwarya, and

S. RAMASUBRAMANIAN
S. Ramasubramanian, resident of West

Mambalam/Ashok Nagar for more than
80 years, passed away on April 18.

He was 95 and passed away due to
ailments related to old age.

He was the first to start a tourist taxi
service in West Mambalam/Ashok Nagar
in 1953 which he ran till 1993 when he
entered the used car business which he
ran till 2010. He had driven cars for nearly 65 years. 

He is survived by his wife, daughter, son, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and a great grandson.

His family can be contacted in 9940616976 /2489 3038.

grandchildren. Her family can be contacted in 94449 12300.

If test positive, limit interaction with pets
While pets neither harbour nor transmit the virus, they can act as contact surfaces. Keerthi Priyadharshini, the founder of Dog House, a homestay for dogs in the

city, said that considering the emotional wellbeing of pets, it is better to hand over the pet to a healthy individual until the pet parent recovers fully.  “A pet animal
needs a lot of care and attention. If the whole family tests positive and is asked to quarantine at home, then members will not be able to take care of their pet. If they
suddenly start distancing themselves from the pet it will start feeling lonely and depressed. In such cases, I would suggest handing over the pet to someone whom
you know or contact a boarding facility. They will be able to give complete attention to pets including walking the dog, cuddling, grooming and playing with them,”
said Keerthi. If only one member of the family tests positive and is quarantined at home, he/she has to limit interaction with pets. “It is not just in the interest of the
individual’s and pet’s safety but also considering the health of other family members.

If possible, avoid complete interaction and let another member of the family take care of the pet. If you are a pet parent who is addicted to petting and do it every
few minutes, then take all the precautions - wear masks and gloves while petting. Don’t let pets lick your face or hands. Also, sanitise your dog’s collar, leash, bed,
toys, etc, periodically. The pet should not be a medium of transmission to other people,” she added.
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ANNOUNCEMENT

ASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGY
J A T H A G A ,

Vaasthu, Nameology
expert “Jyothisha
Rathna” Srimathi V.
Akilandeswari, M.A.
M.Phil. D.I.A.
Specialist in
Palmistry, Astrology,
Nameology, Numero-
logy, Marriage
matching, vaasthu.
Sri Raja Rajeswari
Jathagalaya, 132/
138, Lake View Road,
GG, Coral Glade
Apartment, West
Mambalam, Ph:
94441 51597, 94449
97942, 94449 97946.

BUSINESS OFFERBUSINESS OFFERBUSINESS OFFERBUSINESS OFFERBUSINESS OFFER

CATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERING
CATERING orders

undertaken for
marriage (A to Z),
small functions,
nitchayathartham,
seemantham, ayush-
ahomam, upana-
yanam, shashtiaptha-
purthi, sathabis-
hekam, grahapra
vesam and birthday
functions. Contact:
M a h a l a k s h m i
Catering Services
(West Mambalam),
Ph: 95516 15465.

ELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICALELECTRICAL
WORKSWORKSWORKSWORKSWORKS

INTERIORINTERIORINTERIORINTERIORINTERIOR
 WORKS WORKS WORKS WORKS WORKS

OLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOME

PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &PACKERS &
MOVERSMOVERSMOVERSMOVERSMOVERS

MAMBALAM SHRI SAI
PACKERS MOVERS, local
(minimum Rs.4500) and all over
India, free insurance, car
transportation, assuring for the
safe and smooth services Ph:
84280 19797, 73584 22697,
98418 79911 and Email Id:
shrisaipacnmov@gmail.com

MAMBALAM RAINBOW
Packers & Movers, local
shifting, minimum cost Rs. 4000,
Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
Hyderabad, Bangalore,
Mumbai, & all over India, car
transport, 100% safe, door to
door. Ph: 96002 96873, 98400
20526. Email: info@rainbow
packersmovers.com

MAMBALAM Ajay Packers
& Movers for shifting within
Chennai, minimum Rs. 3700,
free insurance coverage, free
dismantling: A/c, TV, heater,
Fan, tube light fitting. Chennai,
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pune,
Mumbai, New Delhi, all over
India, 0% damage. Ph: 73581
70399, 72990 47508.

KVT packers & movers,
household items, office things
shifting, machineries moving,
door to door, all over India. Ph:
98402 60307.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)

WEST MAMBALAM,
JaiShankar Street, near Sai
baba Temple, 2 bedrooms flat,
hall, kitchen, coverd car park.
Ph: 94450 97867.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Subham Apartment, Patel
Street, near Kasi Viswanathar
Temple, 450 sq.ft, UDS 139 sq.ft,
2nd floor, 1 bedroom, hall,
kitchen, South facing, 30 years
old, 2-wheeler parking only,
cash party only, price Rs. 22
lakhs (negotiable). Dr. G, Ph:
98412 77618.

T. NAGAR, Madley Apart-
ments, Madley Road, near
Railway Station & Bus
Terminus, 320 sq.ft, UDS 162
sq.ft, 3rd floor, 1 bedroom, hall,
kitchen, 36 years old, no lift, no
brokers, price Rs. 32 lakhs
(negotiable). V. Ganapathy, Ph:
87782 18347.

WEST MAMBALAM, Flat
S3, Prathana Apartment, 44,
Govindan Road, 1st floor, 530
sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
common bathroom, 2-wheeler
parking, no brokers. Ph: 96291
30036, 96007 09450.

RENTALRENTALRENTALRENTALRENTAL
T. NAGAR, Sivaji Street,

independent bungalow, no lift,
1st floor, 3 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, study, pooja, service,
store (2700 sq.ft), balcony,
covered car park, commercial/
residential, vegetarians only,
rent Rs. 65000. Ph: 98408 87160,
91764 74037.

WEST MAMBALAM, 37/68,
Mahadevan Street, 880 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1st
floor, balcony, service, 2-
wheeler parking, electrical
fittings, good ventilation, 24
hours water, low maintenance,
vegetarians only, no brokers.
Ph: 94445 08177.

WEST MAMBALAM, 42, Sri
Mouli Apartments, Kuppiah
Street, 2 bedrooms flat, 2nd floor,
2-wheeler parking, rent Rs.
12000, advance 2 months. Ph:
73973 90465, 95512 66523.

K.K. NAGAR, 2/797,
10th Sector, 60th

Street, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 2nd

floor, individual
house, private space
with balcony, rent Rs.
8500 negotiable, 24
hours water, 6 month
advance, looking for
vegetarians. Ph:
86083 66867.
T. NAGAR, 13, Bagirathi-

ammal Street, near Padma
Seshadri/Vidyodaya/Holy
Angel Schools, 2nd floor,
spacious 2 bedrooms flat, hall,
kitchen, no lift, modern, 1000
sq.ft, A/c, rent Rs. 20000, only
vegetarians. Ph: 98410 74367,
75501 77676.

KODAMBAKKAM, Raj
Castle, 25, Azeez Nagar 1st
Street, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen + study room, ground
floor, only 2-wheeler parking,
copious water, 950 sq.ft, rent
Rs. 22000, maintenance Rs.
700, advance 10 months
(negotiable). Srinivasan, Ph:
93443 66244.

WEST MAMBALAM,
Narasimhan Street, near
Railway Station, 1st floor, semi-
furnished, 1400 sq.ft, 3
bedrooms apartment, hall,
dining, pooja, kitchen, covered
car park, Brahmins only, no
brokers. Ph: 98401 66529.

ASHOK NAGAR, 2nd

Avenue, 1st Street, behind
Laxman Sruti, opp. Imayam TV,
3 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
covered car park, ground floor,
rent Rs. 20000, pure
vegetarians. Ph: 97898 33338.

KODAMBAKKAM, Central
Avenue, 3rd floor, 2 bedrooms
flat, hall, kitchen, attached
bathrooms, lift, open car park
for 1 car, no brokers. Ph: 94440
29036, 90031 88645.

T. NAGAR, 34, Venkatesan
Street, near Chennai Silks, 2
halls, 2 bedrooms, kitchen,
Brahmins only, no brokers. Ph:
90920 91718.

WEST MAMBA-
LAM, Vishal Flats, 3/
5, Vivekananda-
puram 1st Street,
ground floor, 2
bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 700 sq.ft,
complete wood work,
electrical fittings, 2-
wheeler parking,
rent Rs.17000 (nego-
tiable), for family and
small commercial
office, Brahmins
preferred. Ph: 99400
45194.
WEST MAMBALAM, 6,

Kothandaramar Koil Street,
duplex, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, pooja room, 1000 sq.f,
marble floor, open car park,
immediate occupation, vege-
tarians only. Ph: 88609 95721,
94453 92545.

        WEST MAMBALAM, 4,
Kalavathi Devi Apartments,
BRP 1st Street, 1st floor, 1200
sq.ft, 3 bedrooms, 2 balconies,
2 wheeler parking only,
occupation from 1st June, rent
Rs. 22000, vegetarians only.
Ph: 98410 85627, 86088 79888.

T.NAGAR, Thanikachalam
Road, Silver Park Apartments,
A-Block,  opposite Hindi
Prachara Shabha, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, renovated
apartment, 4th floor, lift, car park,
rent Rs. 21000 plus
maintenance. Ph: 97911 83328.

WEST MAMBALAM, 24/47,
Mahadevan Street, near GRT
School, 500 sq.ft, 1 bedroom,
hall, kitchen, 2nd floor, rent Rs.
10500, 24 hours water. Contact:
Kesavaram Ph: 98847 14991,
98413 21499.

ASHOK NAGAR, 3, 63rd

Street, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, covered car park, 24
hours water, vasthu complied,
north facing, rent Rs. 20000,
available from 1st June,
vegetarians only. Ph: 99625
82857, 99625 82856.

WEST MAMBALAM, 145,
K.r. Koil Street, 7 minites walk
to Railway Station, 625 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, 1st

floor, semi furnished, marble
floor, 24 hours  bore/metro
water, 2 wheeler parking, 1.5
ton A/c, rent Rs. 13500,
maintenance Rs. 600, no
brokers. Ph: 90944 08470.

ANNA NAGAR, J Block 4th
Street, 15th Main Road, near
Thirumangalam Flyover,
modern, 1550 sq.ft, 3 bedrooms,
modular kitchen, wardrobes,
covered car park, 1st floor,
vegetarians only, rent Rs.
35000. Ph: 90030 16315.

WEST MAMBALAM, Lake
View Road, near Jai Gopal
Garodia School, 870 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, wood
work, Brahmins/vegetarians
only, rent Rs. 17500. Ph: 98404
18113.

WEST MAMBALAM, Burma
Kanagammal Street, near Lake
View Road, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 1st floor, vegetarians,
no brokers. Ph: 97910 88285.

RANGARAJAPURAM,
Subramaniya Nagar 1st Street,
near Rangarajapuram Flyover,
700 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, ground floor, 3 phase
power, copious water, 2 latrine,
1 bathroom, 2 wheeler parking,
suitable for family/bachelor,
rent Rs. 15000 plus maintenance
Rs. 900. Contact: Owner Ph:
87545 10510.

WEST MAMBALAM, F-14,
Srividya Apartments,
Balakrishna Mudali Street, a
good house, with 490 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms flat, 3rd floor, no lift.
Contact: 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. only.
Ph: 94441 50982.

ASHOK NAGAR, No.7, 12th
Avenue, near KFC, 3 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, ground floor,  north
facing, covered car park,
security, CCTV, 1700 sq.ft,
office, bachelor, family, lift, veg
/ non veg, Ph: 95661 79922 /
98411 58703.

SHARESHARESHARESHARESHARE
CERTIFICATECERTIFICATECERTIFICATECERTIFICATECERTIFICATE

LOSTLOSTLOSTLOSTLOST
SHARE Certificate

No.408198 of M/S Sundram
Fasteners Ltd., with face value
of Rs.1/- each and having
distinctive numbers 102513600
to 102513653 under folio
No.7982 standing in the names
V. Savithri, K.R. Venkatraman
and V. Raghuraman was lost. If
you find please contact Landline
No. 044-2953 5847.

SOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICES
ANY sofas, cushions,

recliner sofas repairing &
reconditioning at very moderate
charges. Contact: K.N.S. Rajan,
New No. 58, Peters Road,
Royapettah. Ph: 93818 03956,
76671 33233.

YOGAYOGAYOGAYOGAYOGA
GET fit and healthy amidst

Covid by the modern form of
classical Indian Yoga! Your
well-being matters. Join online
weekday, weekend. Vinyasa
Yoga classes. Lakshmipriya,
Ph: 86676 62577, DM
cheerful_yogini on Instagram.

Long wait at screening centers
By Our Staff Reporter

The steep rise in COVID-19 cases is sending residents flocking to
screening centres and vaccination centres where corporation offi-
cials say they are unable to control the crowds.

It takes about 30 minutes to evaluate each patient and with just one
X ray machine and two doctors, each centre can cater to only 100 a
day. An official said at least five screening centres should be added in
each zone.

Saraswati, a COVID-19 positive patient, and her aged parents
were taken to a fever clinic (screening centre) in Nesapakkam on
April 25.

When, even after two hours, her turn did cot come for evaluation,
the woman was so tired that she returned home.

Hers is not an isolated case in the city. As cases surge, the screening
centres that are equipped to handle around 150 patients a day have
to deal with 200-300 patients.

In K. K. Nagar, a resident said that she took her parents aged 80
twice to the screening centre but had to return without an evaluation
both times.

“They are 80 years old and have tested positive. They have symp-
toms such as body pain and tiredness. The weather is also very hot. It
is not possible for them to wait for so long. And both times, we waited
for at least an hour,” she said. They were thinking of getting the blood
test done at a private diagnostic centre now, she added.

A resident from Lake View Road (West Mambalam) said the staff
members were courteous and corporation officials helpful.

“But it is extremely crowded. We are very scared as we may pass on
the disease to others and also since we have symptoms, it is not good
for us to spend so much time outside,” she said.

Hospital beds hard to come by
By Our Staff Reporter

COVID-19 patients needing hospitalization are finding it difficult to
find beds, especially with oxygen support.

Senior citizens living by themselves are finding all the more difficult
with no help at hand.

Due to shortage of manpower, Corporation officials are also finding
it difficult to help affected persons even during emergencies.

73-year-old N. Sukumar and his wife (residents of T. Nagar) started
to get COVID-19 symptoms like fever, sore throat and headache on
April 24. Within 24 hours the wife’s condition deteriorated. Their only
son Adithya,  is settled abroad sough the help of his friend Soori living
in Nanganallur.Soori called several hospitals in the city, but could not
find beds for the old couple.

As the whole city was under lockdown, he could not move out.
Finally, after struggling for over 7 hours on phone, he found beds

with oxygen support in a private hospital in Mylapore which sent an
ambulance to bring the couple to the hospital.

Several such experiences of distress both in private and government
hospitals are pouring in. While some hospitals have beds, they claim
they have run out of oxygen.

Sunday lockdown brings down
vaccination numbers
By Our Staff Reporter

The number of persons being administered vaccine against COVID-
19 fell drastically on April 25 due to the complete lockdown imposed
on Sundays by the State government.

According to Chennai Corporation data, only 3,755 persons took
their shots on April 25, the lowest since the vaccination drive picked
up in the city.

The next day, around 37,000 persons took the vaccine, which is
around 10 times higher  than the figure on April 25.

The civic body had administered vaccines to around 50,000 persons
on April 16, s the highest number on a single day.

So far, 13,24,904 persons have had the vaccines in the city,
including those who received the first and second doses. The civic
body has temporarily stopped administering Covaxin as first dose
owing to shortage of supply. On the other hand, Covishield is
available for both the doses.

Meanwhile, the civic body has warned those  under home quarantine
of severe action if they violated the protocol. Those violating the
rules would be transferred to COVID care centers.

“Also, the family members of such patients will be sent to isolation
centers,” the civic body warned.

Man murders co-worker
A man in his 40s was beaten to death by a co-

worker in a restaurant in Ambattur Industrial
Estate on April 25.

The restaurant owner told the police that the
deceased was recruited two days earlier and he
did not know his name or other details.

The police too are yet to establish the victim’s
identity. According to the police, the accused,
Vinoth, is a resident of K. K. Nagar and a native
of Nepal.

At around 10 a.m an argument arose between
them as Vinoth was giving orders to other work-
ers and, in the melee, Vinoth attacked the de-
ceased with a giant ladle. The man suffered
bleeding injuries on the head and died on the
spot. His body was sent for post-mortem.

A case of murder was registered and Vinoth
was arrested.

Rush in markets ahead of lockdown
By Our Staff Reporter

A day ahead of the total lockdown on April 25, wholesale vegetable
markets including the one outside Mambalam Railway station saw a
surge in visitors preparing for the weekend.

Despite the rising cases in the city, safety regulations were flouted
by both sellers and buyers. At the Koyambedu market, strict checking
was conducted at the entrance, with all vehicles undergoing a check
before entry. Announcements over speakers on social distancing and
mask use were also heard at regular intervals, and those without
masks were turned away at the entrances.

However, proper mask etiquette was not followed, as many wore
them incorrectly. Once visitors entered the markets, maintaining
social distancing was difficult to enforce, vendors said.

In view of our distribution on Saturdays, Classified Advertisements must be booked
before 1 p.m on Fridays
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Shops closed during week
By Our

Staff
Reporter

A number of
big shops in-
cluding jewe-
llery shops,
shopping com-
plexes, and sa-
loons in T.
Nagar and
nearby areas
r e m a i n e d
closed even on
week days
from April 26.
Temples were
also closed.

RR Academy offers
morning, evening
classes

K. N. Ramasamy (Managing
Director, RR Academy (P) Ltd,
Nungambakkam) started the
academy in 1993 with the
primary aim of increasing
awareness about CA/CMA/
ACS courses among rural
students and first generation
graduates. Initially, the
institute offered career gui-
dance and RR’s Accounting
Wizard Exams for plus two
commerce students.

“Teach the teachers” is the
technique adopted in the
Accounting Wizard pre-board
exam conducted annually. The
academy has a reasonable fee
structure with well-experi-
enced professors. There is
student feedback and parent
interaction.

Flexible morning and
evening classes enable day
and evening college students
to undergo coaching. They
have less crowded classrooms
with unlimited hours of
teaching and revision. The
pass percentage is mostly
higher than the regional/
national pass percentage.

Many CA students have got
placement through campus
referred interviews. The
academy has produced all-
India ranks.

Even during the pandemic
period, RR Academy has
students from Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala, Orissa and
Bihar apart from Tamilnadu
attending online classes.

For more details contact
044-4206 8425/ 98410 18072 /
99412 98973. Website:
www.rracademy.in. Email:
therracademy@gmail.com

Food packets given to needy

By Our Staff Reporter
The members of Jaimaa Charitable Trust have been

distributing food packets free among needy persons on the
roadside in and around, T. Nagar, West Mambalam, Ashok
Nagar, K. K. Nagar and nearby areas for several days.

Those interested in supporting the project may contact
93456 65918.

Playgrounds closed

By Our Staff Reporter
The recently renovated Corporation Playground on 9th

Avenue, Ashok Nagar and those on Dr. Natesan Road and
Somasundaram Street in T. Nagar have been closed in in
view of the pandemic.

Dr. Natesan
Road, T. Nagar

9th Avenue
Ashok Nagar

By Our Staff Reporter
Thirumoorthy Street, T. Nagar was declared a containment zone and barricaded at both

ends with the increase in COVID-19 cases in the street. Corporation workers also installed
vinyl banners outside houses of residents who tested positive.

Thirumoorthy Street declared containment
zone

Water pots sold on pavement
By Our Staff

Reporter
D e c o r a t i v e

water pots with
taps are being
sold on the pave-
ment of Arya
Gowda Road,
West Mambalam
near Chakara-
pani Street.

The vendor
said that most of
the pots are
brought from
Gujarat and can
bear the weight of a 20-liter water can which can be placed on the top to enable the water
to flow into the pot. The prices of the water pots start at Rs. 350 depending on the size.

By Our Staff Reporter
Damaged barricades on the median of South Usman Road in T. Nagar near MTC bus

terminus have been hindering motorist for several days.

Barricades dumped on median
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