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Governor grants Rs. 51 lakhs for
women’s hostel

By Our Staff Reporter
Governor Banwarilal Purohit has sanctioned Rs. 51 lakhs as

Governor’s discretionary grant for constructing a new women’s hostel
in Harijan Sevak Sangh, T. Nagar.

The Governor handed over a cheque for the amount to P. Maruthi
(State President, Harijan Sevak Sangh) on the occasion of the152nd
birthday celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi in Raj Bhavan on Oct. 2.

Old bunk shop abandoned on
Venkatanarayana Road

By Our
 Staff

Reporter
An old

bunk shop
has been
l y i n g
abandoned
on the
margin of
V e n k a t a -
n a r a y a n a
Road in T.
Nagar near
J Y M
K a l y a n a
Mandapam
for several
days.

More High Court judges opt
for physical hearing

More judges of Madras High Court have decided
to physically hear cases from Oct. 5 despite a
majority of lawyers opting to continue conduct
their cases through virtual courts.  Six Division
Benches of the court began virtual hearing of
cases on Sept. 5. The court has a working strength
of 54 judges including Chief Justice Amreshwar
Pratap Sahi as against its sanctioned strength of
75. Of them, 15 have been assigned to the Madurai
Bench for three months beginning on Oct. 5. The
rest of the 39 judges will continue to sit in Chennai.

Six Division Benches of the High Court began
hearing cases in early September through both
physical and virtual modes by alternating them in
the forenoon and afternoon sessions. Advocates
were given the option of choosing to argue their
cases either before the physical or virtual court
but, a majority of them chose to conduct cases
through video conference.

The number of cases listed for physical hearing
was very small compared to those listed before
virtual courts. Though the judges attempted to
persuade advocates to agree for physical hearing,
convincing them was difficult and they preferred
the virtual mode fearing COVID-19.

After experimenting with physical hearing
through Division Benches, the High Court sought
to know how many more judges were interested
in conducting physical hearing from Oct. 5 and
found that 26 of the 39 judges in the principal seat
were ready while the rest still preferred the
virtual mode. Hence, it was decided that, apart
from the six Division Benches, 14 single judges
would also hear cases through both physical and
virtual modes from Oct. 5. The cases would be
listed before the physical court only if all lawyers,
representing different parties in every case, were
agreeable to it. Other cases would be listed for
virtual hearing.
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A portion of Rukmani Street, West
Mambalam was declared a contain-
ment zone on Sept. 30 following
detection of 15 COVID-19 positive
cases.

Corporation workers barricaded
the street with metal sheets to
restrict entry of outsiders.

According to a Corporation official,
there were 15 cases. 5 persons had
been discharged from hospital and
were back home. Two persons are
in a private hospital and 8 persons
are in home quarantine.

Part of Rukmani Street declared containment zone

To prevent more cases, regular examination is being
conducted by Corporation staff. Some residents were getting
themselvestested in private labs if there are any symptoms,
the official said.

Trader robbed of Rs. 1 crore
worth jewels by relative

Eight men barged into a
leather trader’s house in T. Nagar
on Sept. 30 evening, tied up the
eight occupants and escaped with
250 sovereigns of gold jewellery
worth more than Rs. 1 crore, Rs.
10 lakhs and a car, police said.

Investigators later found that
Mohideen, a relative of the
leather trader, Noorul Yakub,
was behind the robbery. A team
has left for Tuticorin district to
nab him. Members of the police
team which visited the house on
Saradambal Street are set to go
under home quarantine as a few
of the victims had tested positive
for COVID-19, an officer said.

Yakub, who runs his business
on Habibullah Road, lived with
his wife Aiysha, her nephew
Yasar, house help Abbas and five
other relatives. Mohideen of
Kayalpattinam in Tuticorin, who
had been staying in a lodge in
Periamet, moved into Yakub’s
house more than two weeks ago
despite knowing that the family
was under quarantine.

Around 4.30 p.m on Sept. 30,

eight men barged into Yakub’s
house. Brandishing knives, they
gagged and tied up the family
members. Then, they began
emptying the cupboards of gold
and cash. The operation lasted
more than four hours.
The gang then drove off in
Yakub’s car with Mohideen and
Yasar after warning the victims
against informing the police.
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Sir, I visit Natesan Park daily and have to walk past Sri
Krishna Sweets on Venkatanarayana Road. There is a pile of
construction debris and other waste outside the shop. I appeal
to Corporation officials to remove the eyesore. Sumathi
Sridhar, T. Nagar

Debris outside sweet shop

Pit not filled for a year

Garbage cleared once in 15 days
Sir, For a month after the first lockdown, conservancy

workers cleared the garbage from our street punctually before
7 a.m daily. Thereafter, they started clearing the garbage at
10-15 day intervals. The area now looks like a garbage dumping
yard which encourages residents from other streets to dump
their rubbish here. There is a bad smell and insects hover over
the rubbish. Stray dogs and cattle rummage through the
rubbish in search of food.

With the fear of COVID-19 lurking, I appeal to Corporation
officials to promptly restore daily clearance of garbage. N.
Vijayaraghavan, 59/1, Muthalamman Koil St. West
Mambalam Ph. 98626 64766.

Police assistance booth misused.
Sir, A police

assistance booth at
the junction of
Usman Road and
Pinjalasubramaniam
Street is being
misused by
hawkers with one
setting up a
compact textile
shop inside the  
booth. I appeal to
the police to take
action. Sooryan
B a s h e e r ,
R a m e s w a r a m
Road, T. Nagar

Sir, I noticed a
deep pit near a
drain in Hanumar
Koil Street (near
Station Road,
West Mambalam)
a year ago and
informed Corpor-
ation officials but
no action has been
taken till now.

Because Station
Road and Lake
View Road are
higher than Hanumar Koil Street, even when there are short
spells of rain Hanuman Koil Street, which has no proper drain,
gets flooded. Four or five 2-wheeler riders fell into the pit after
the rcent rains. Residents have placed a big stone and a pole
in the pit to caution motorists and other road users.

I appeal to official to take immediate steps to fill the pit. N.
V. Radhakrishnan, A7, Ragamalika Apartments,
184/26, Lake View Road, West Mambalam. Ph. 99402
11510 

SPB introduced new dimension
Sir, Though A. M. Raja and P. B. Srinivas were popular, S.

P. Balasubramanyam introduced a new dimension in playback
singing in Tamil films soon after his arrival on the
scene. Incidentally, though the mother-tongue of all three was
Telugu, they conquered the hearts of Tamilians. Tajy
Prasad, Flat No.7, Rams Flats, 19, Raja Street,
T.Nagar. Ph. 91767 46536 

Times award for EFIF Jewellery
By Our Staff Reporter

EFIF Diamond Jewellery (G.
N. Chetty Road, T. Nagar) was
presented ‘Times Most
Trusted Diamond Jeweller’
award by Times of India
recently.

Lathika Sandeep (Proprie-
tor) said that the showroom
has been winning the award
continuously for its good
service.

By Our Staff Reporter
Members of Inner Wheel

Club of Madras Esplanade,
led by Poornima Kumar
(President), conducted a
‘Moringa awareness cam-
paign’ in Ashok Nagar recently
to sensitize the public about
the benefits of consuming nu-
tritious ‘Murungakai’
(moringa or drumstick) to
boost immunity considering
the threat of COVID-19.

According to Poornima, the
World Health Organisation
has declared the vegetable a
‘super food’. The leaves of its
tree are also beneficial and
have been used for cooking
dishes for ages.

R. C. Saraswathi (Headmis-
tress of Ashok Nagar Govt.
Girls Higher Secondary School
who won the national award

‘Murungakai’ boosts immunity

for Best Teacher) inaugurated
the campaign in her school. 

Poornima supervised the
planting of moringa seeds
along the compound wall of
the school.

10,000 seeds in packets
along with a pamphlet explain-
ing moringa’s benefits were
placed in department stores
in the area for distribution

among the public.
The seeds can also be

planted in pots on terraces and
the leaves can be plucked and
cooked.

 A handful of the leaves can
be added to any dish to make
it more nutritious without any
change in the taste.

For more details call 99410
18210.

By Our Staff Reporter
Residents of Madley

Road near Sairam
Engineering College
office have appealed to
Corpo-ration officials to
place garbage bins to
prevent dumping of
garbage on the road
margin.

Corporation workers
had removed damaged
bins but not replaced
them with new ones.

Plea for garbage bins on Madley Road

By Our Staff Reporter
The members of Jaimaa

Trust conducted cultural and
entertainment programs for
the inmates of Karuna Sagar,
Maduravoyal (run by RMD
Trust, T. Nagar), the home for
advanced cancer patients
which also provides palliative
care for patients with chronic
illness and mentally chal-
lenged persons, on Oct.1 as
part of World Elders Day cel-

Jamia Trust members entertain
Karuna Sagar inmates

ebration. Dr. Republica Sridhar (Founder and Medical Director of RMD Trust) thanked
donors, volunteers, NGOs, individuals and media for supporting its activities

There are more than 50 inmates in Karuna Sagar. Those interested in supporting the trust’s
activities can contact 93810 16588.

Electric autos for
Chennai Metro
stations

Chennai Metro Rail is planning
to introduce electric
autorickshaws for passengers at
its stations.

It has been about three weeks
since services resumed on the 45
km network in the phase-I
project. Initially, there were
nearly 10,000 commuters
travelling but now the number
has risen to 20,000 a day. But this
is still lower than the pre-COVID-
19 traffic of 1.15 lakh commuters
a day.

According to CMRL officials,
the traffic could touch peak levels
only next year when most
professionals return to offices
and educational institutions start
functioning normally.

“But we need to gradually start
putting back in place facilities to
assist passengers to reach their
destinations from the stations.
So, we have been in talks with a
private firm for electric
autorickshaws. But this may
take some time due to formalities
like obtaining permission from
the government and
registration,” an official said.
Electric autorickshaws are being
considered after the contract
with a firm that had been running
share cars around the stations
was terminated some time ago
as the service was not being
operated properly.

 “It is important to bring in as
many last-mile connectivity
options as possible for patronage
to go up. But now, there is an
additional responsibility to
ensure that there is no crowding
in the autorickshaws or share
cars,” an official said.

Electric bikes are now available
in Alandur, Thirumangalam and
Vadapalani stations. This service
may be extended to more stations
depending on the response.

300 volunteer for Covishield trial
The phase two trial of Oxford University’s COVID-19 vaccine, Covishield, has commenced

in Chennai. While confirming that the vaccine trials have begun in Chennai, officials of the
Health Department refused to divulge details.

The trial, being carried out by the Indian Council of Medical Research and the National
Institute for Research in Tuberculosis, involves two institutions — Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital and Sri Ramachandra Institute of Higher Education and Research. A total
of 300 volunteers will be involved in the trials, a press release issued by the Health
Department said.  The Directorate of Public Health and Preventive Medicine had called for
volunteers for enrolment in the trial (phase two/three observer — blind randomised, controlled
study to determine the safety and immunogenicity of Covishield in healthy adults). About
200 vials of the vaccine had arrived in the city during the first week of September.

Big-hearted lady
inspector gifts
phone to poor boy
By Our Staff Reporter

Instead of landing in a
juvenile home, a 13-year-old
boy involved in snatching a
mobile phone for online
classes, was gifted a new phone
by a big-hearted lady inspector
and let off with some sound
advice.

The parents of the boy, who
studies in a corporation school,
reportedly could not afford a
smartphone for his online
classes as his father works in
a biscuit shop and his mother
is a domestic worker.

Two youths living in the
neighbourhood, who were
aware of the boy’s plight, lured
him with the offer of a mobile
phone and made him tag along
so that they would be let off
easily if caught.

They snatched the phone of
a truck driver but were caught
and handed over to the police.

When Inspector S. Bhuvan-
eshwari (Thiruvottiyur) heard
the boy’s story during
questioning, she gifted him a
new phone and advised
against him engaging in
criminal activities.

The gesture surely calls for
official recognition.
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By Our Staff Reporter
A stretch of North Usman Road,T. Nagar (opposite Ananda

Street) is in a bad condition and unsafe for motorists.

Stretch of Usman Road
in bad condition

Traffic signal post lying on pavement
By Our Staff

Reporter
A traffic

signal post
removed during
road work has
been lying on the
pavement at
the junction of
Venkatanarayana
Road and
T h a n i -
k a c h a l a m
Road in T.
Nagar for
several days.

HC asks
Corporation when
public can visit
Marina

The Madras High Court asked
Chennai Corporation on Sept.
29 when it would allow the public
to visit Marina beach and finalise
tenders for procuring and
distributing new pushcarts
among the vendors after
regulating their number by
issuing identity cards.

Justices Vineet Kothari and
Krishnan Ramasamy granted
time till Oct. 5 for Additional
Advocate General S. R. Rajagopal
to get instructions from
Corporation Commi-ssioner G.
Prakash also on the time limit
within which the fishermen on
the loop road along the Marina
would be shifted to a market
complex.

The beach has been out of
bounds for visitors since the
nationwide lockdown announced
in March to fight COVID-19.

The AAG said that officials
were deliberating on the issue of
allowing visitors but a final
decision was yet to be taken.

Justice Kothari said that he
personally did not see why the
beach should be kept out of
bounds when the government
had relaxed the lockdown to a
great extent and allowed people
to access almost all commercial
spaces. He, however, made it
clear that it was up to the
Corporation to take a final call.
“It is your policy decision and the
court will not interfere,” he said.

In so far as efforts taken by the
court to ensure that the beach
was kept neat and clean, the
Bench wanted to know the status
of directions passed by it since
last year for regulating vendors
and the fishermen on the loop
road. Recalling that the
Corporation had earlier told the
court that it would call for tenders
to procure stainless steel
pushcarts and limit the number
of vendors, the judges wanted to
know whether the tenders had
been finalised and by when the
civic body would commence
procurement and distribution.

Encroachments removed following report
in Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Encroachments in streets off Venkatanarayana Road’ published in Mambalam Times (Sept. 27-Oct.

3 issue), the scrap items packed in bags were removed from South West Boag Road off Venkatanarayana Road in T. Nagar.
An eatery on the pavement near Saduullah Street at its junction with Venkatanarayana Road was also removed.

Before Now

Before

Now

Chennai Metro
reduces service
frequency

Chennai Metro Rail Ltd.
(CMRL) has reduced the
frequency of trains from five
minutes to seven during peak
hours (8 a.m to 10 a.m and 4 p.m
to 7 p.m) from Sept. 28. The
frequency of one train every 10
minutes during non-peak hours
remains un-changed.

For the last three weeks, ever
since Metro Rail was opened to
the public after the lockdown
relaxations came into place,
commuters got a train every five
minutes during peak hours and
every 10 minutes during non-
peak hours. As the passenger
turnout has been very low,
CMRL decided to reduce the
frequency of trains. In the
stretch between Washermenpet
and the airport, there will be one
train every seven minutes during
peak hours and one every 10
minutes during non-peak hours
respectively. From Chennai
Central, direct trains will be run
alternately to St. Thomas Mount
and the airport.

CMRL will continue with the
present arrangement until there
is a significant improve-ment in
passenger turnout.

Kottakal Arya
Vaidyasala opens
new branch

Kottakkal Arya Vaidyasala
opened a branch recently in 2/
2, Madhavan Nair Road,
Mahalingapuram, near Guru-
vayurappan Temple.

The Vaidyasala has facil-
ities to treat arthritis,
diabetes, paralysis and skin
disorders, ano rectal disorders,
ulcers, respiratory disorders,
gynecological problems;
infertility, spine disorder and
spondylitis, heart ailments,
gastroenterological disorders,
psychological disorders, stress
disorders etc. Eye and ENT
treatment and cosmetic care
are also offered. Dr. Nedungadi
Haridas, chief adviser, is
available for consultation on
Sunday morning.  Other
consultant physicians include
Dr. C. Madhusudanan (Chief
consultant), Dr. Vinodhini
Varma, Dr. C. Sakthi Balan,
Dr. S. Karpagam, Dr. Janani
and Dr. M. Harikrishnan.

Consultation time: 9 a.m to
8 p.m.  All kinds of ayurvedic
medicines are available and
can be door delivered free.

For appointments call 4710
0162, 73580 63901.

By Our Staff Reporter
Cables have been lying on the pavement of Prakasam Road,

T. Nagar opposite Panagal Park for several days.

Cables lying on pavement ‘Positive pay system’ for check
payment from Jan. 1

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to introduce
a ‘positive pay system’ for cheque payments from January 1,
2021 to keep a check on banking fraud,

 Under this system, key details will need to be re-confirmed
for payments above Rs 50,000. This will need to be done at the
discretion of the account holder.

For payments above Rs. 5 lakhs, banks may consider making
it mandatory.

The issuer of the cheque, under the ‘positive pay system’ will
need to submit minimum details of that cheque like date,
name of the beneficiary, payee, amount to the drawee bank,
electronically through SMS, mobile app, internet banking or
ATM

These details will be cross-checked before the cheque is
presented for payment.

 Redressal measures will be taken in case any discrepancy
is flagged by cheque truncation system (CTS) to the drawee
and presenting banks.

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) will
develop the facility of positive pay in CTS and make it
available to participant banks.  Banks will in turn enable it
for all account holders issuing cheques for amounts of Rs.
50,000 and above.

 ”Banks are advised to create adequate awareness among
their customers on features of positive pay system through
SMS alerts, displays in branches, ATMs as well as through
their website and internet banking,” RBI said.

It added that only those cheques that are compliant with
‘positive pay system’ instructions will be accepted under the
dispute resolution mechanism at CTS grids.

However, banks are free to implement similar arrangements
for cheques cleared and collected outside CTS.

Woman devotee from Chennai
offers Rs. 1 crore to
Lord Venkateswara

A woman devotee from Chennai made an offering of Rs. 1
crore to Lord Venkateswara Temple in Tirumala on Sept. 30.

She wanted the donation to be utilized for developing the
temple-run TV channel, ‘Sri Venkateswara Bhakthi Channel’
(SVBC), an official said.

After worshipping in the temple, the devotee handed over a
draft for the amount to the Additional Executive Officer of
Tirumala-Tirupati Devasthanams (TTD) A. V. Dharma Reddy,
the official said.
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till Oct. 31, more relaxations
The Tamilnadu government has extended the lockdown in

the State for one more month, till Oct. 31 but with more
relaxations.

In a statement on Sept. 29, Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami said that the lockdown has been extended
based on the discussions he had with district collectors,
health experts and senior ministers. 

Putting to rest speculation on reopening of schools, the Chief
Minister said that the GO issued on Sept. 24, allowing
students of Classes 10 to 12 to go to school from Oct. 1, had
been suspended. The issue would be reviewed in the future.

Though the State has been unlocked further, educational
institutions, movie halls, swimming pools, amusement parks,
large auditoriums, beaches, zoological parks, museums,
tourist spots and places where people gather in large number
will remain closed. The ban on religious and political gatherings,
processions, educa-tional and cultural events will continue.

Hotels and tea shops can remain open between 6 a.m and
9 p.m. Takeaways will be allowed till 10 p.m. The State has
also decided to allow film shooting with 100 persons. They are
to comply with SOP issued.

The State raised the number of flights that can land at
Chennai airport daily to 100 from 50, but the number of flights
will  not go up in Trichy, Madurai, Thoothukudi and Salem
airports.

The restrictions on international flight services except for
those routes allowed by the Union Home Ministry will also
continue. Suburban trains will not be operated and enforcement
of Section 144 will continue. While the restrictions will be
enforced strictly in the containment zones, the relaxations
will be in force in other areas, the statement added. Earlier,
during the discussions with district collectors, Palaniswami
said that so far, the State government has spent Rs. 7,323
crores towards relief measures and for preventing the spread
of COVID-19 infection. Of this, Rs. 1,983 crores was towards
health-related expenses, while Rs. 5,340 crores was towards
relief measures. He pointed out that the recovery rate in the
State remains the highest (90.50 percent) while the mortality
rate stands at 1.60 percent. 

The first post-lockdown vin-
tage car rally in Chennai will
be conducted on Sunday, Oct.
4.

A dozen cars including
Cadillacs, Mustangs, Jaguars
and Mercedes will start at
7a.m from opposite the office
of Director General of Police
near Marina Beach and head
towards the Old Mahaba-
lipuram Road.

 “It is a nice feeling since the
pandemic restricted us from
moving around for so long. But
this (vintage cars) is a passion
and we want to share the en-
thusiasm,” said Ranjit Pratap
(Managing Director, Rayala
Corporation Pvt. Ltd.) The day
is also special because it hap-
pens to be World Tourism Day.
“We usually plan activities for
Madras Week, which was not
possible this year. So we
thought we would combine
both occasions and organise a
rally,” he added.

Ranjit, who is also the vice-
president of the All India Fed-
eration for Vintage and Clas-
sic Cars, said that the rally
will include a 1949 Cadillac, a
1949 Buick and a Mini Cooper
besides other vintage models.
Like-minded collectors have
also got together to form a new
club, the Federation of His-
toric Automotive Clubs, head-
quartered in Delhi with re-

Vintage car rally today morning

gional centers in Kolkata,
Mumbai and Chennai.

There are over 100 vintage
car collectors based in
Chennai. Prior to the pandemic
outbreak, the group used to
organise weekend trips to
Mamallapuram. During the
lockdown, however, the own-
ers of vintage cars found it
tough to maintain the auto-
mobiles. “We did not have the
mechanics and the shops were
also shut. These cars have to
be started at least once a
month. If not, the brakes get
jammed, the carburettors get
clogged and, because our fuel
content is high on sulphur con-
tent, we also encounter a lot of

issues with the fuel systems.”
But the lockdown enforced

by COVID-19 outbreak had
its good effects. The purchase
of vintage cars went up during
the lockdown. Ranjit himself
purchased six vehicles includ-
ing a Honda, BMW, Citroen,
Toyota Camry and a 1975
Toyota Land Cruiser. “I have
no space left in my garage now,”
he exclaimed. He appealed to
automobile lovers to slowly
resume pursuing their inter-
ests like going on road trips
but with enough safeguards.
“You have to be cautious, take
enough precautions and then
enjoy yourself to the extent
possible,” he concluded.

Hindu Munnani founder
Rama Gopalan passes away at 94
Hindu Munnani founder Rama Gopalan,

who had tested positive for COVID-19, died
on Sept. 30 in a private hospital in Chennai.
He was 94.

Born in 1927 in Sirkazhi, Gopalan joined
the RSS in 1945. He founded the Hindu
Munnani in 1980 under the guidance of the
RSS. Following the Meenakshipuram
conversions in February 1981, in which around 200 Dalit
families of the village converted to Islam as caste Hindus
practised untouchability, he tried to rally Hindus and prevent
such conversions. He had said that Hindu Munnani was
formed to protect the religion from attacks by Islam,
Christianity, Communism and those claiming to be
rationalists. He had also said that Hindus practising
untouchability and caste discrimination were causing damage
to the religion. In 1984, he escaped a bid on his life in Madurai
railway station. He was among those instrumental in turning
immersion processions of Vinayaka idols into a public event
in the last 30 years. Earlier, the tradition was to celebrate
Vinayaka Chathurthi in houses and temples.

Hindu Munnani State president Kadeswara C.
Subramaniam said that the organisation’s flags would be
flown at half-mast across the State, and condolence meetings
would be organised.

Governor Banwarilal Purohit, in a condolence message,
said, “Fondly known as Veera Thuravi, he dedicated his entire
life for the welfare of the people of Tamilnadu.”

Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami, in a statement,
said that Gopalan had taken part in the Feedom Struggle and
was a guide to Hindu Munnani. He also extended his
condolences to members of the movement.

DMK president M. K. Stalin, in a tweet, said, “Although
there were ideological differences, he was a good friend
of Kalaignar [former Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi]”.

Dravidar Kazhagam leader K. Veeramani recalled that
despite ideological differences, Gopalan and he would exchange
pleasantries and enquire about each other’s well-being
whenever they met. Terming his death a big loss for the Hindus
of Tamilnadu, BJP State president  L. Murugan said that
Gopalan fought to bring unity among Hindus, and fought
against religious conversion and injustice meted to Hindus.
He had also raised his voice against cow slaughter.

Telangana Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan, PMK
founder S. Ramadoss, DMDK founder Vijayakant, AMMK
leader T. T. V. Dhinakaran and former Health Minister H. V.
Hande were among those who expressed condolences.

Steps to contain
possible dengue
outbreak

Chennai Corporation has
started vector control measures,
particularly to contain a potential
dengue outbreak in the city, by
taking up fogging and spraying
operations. The ongoing fight
against COVID-19 notwiths-
tanding, the civic body has
engaged 3,500 workers, com-
prising clinical field assistants,
sanitary inspectors, sanitary
officers, entomologists and
domestic breeding checkers for
the exercise. With the northeast
monsoon imminent, the civic
body is taking no chances. Unlike
in previous years, the
Corporation has mapped various
hotspots and hidden sources of
mosquito breeding. A senior
health official said that vacant
lands, open wells and overhead
tanks had been enumerated in
the city’s 200 divisions this year.

He said that staff were engaged
in keeping watch on 7,000
construction sites in all 15 zones
to prevent stagnation of fresh
water, one of the main sources of
the dengue-causing Aedes
aegypti mosquito. The official said
that the civic body, which was
previously hampered by a
shortage of machinery, had been
strengthened with the addition
of 46 modern vehicles which
could carry out both fogging and
spraying, 250 fogging machines,
1,000 battery-operated sprayers
and 250 petrol-operated
sprayers.

OBITUARY
G. SUBRAMANIAM

G. Subramaniam (resident of
Rajalakshmi Apartments, Lake View
Road, West Mambalam) passed way on
Sept. 27. He was 80 and had been a resident
of West Mambalam for more than three
decades.

He had retired from a department in the
Ministry of Defence. He is survived by two sons and
grandchildren.

V. K. VEERARAGHAVAN
V. K. Veeraraghavan (alias Sampath)

(resident of 42/98, K. R. Koil Street, West
Mambalam) passed away on Sept. 18.

He was 60 and had been a resident of West
Mambalam for more than 3 decades. He had
been working as an Archaka in Sri Vedantha

Desikar Devasthanan, Mylapore for the past 10 years.
He is survived by his wife Vaidehi, daughter Bargavi (91760

92453) and son Shrihari (95519 08189).

S. SAAMANTHI
S. Saamanthi (resident of TNHB flats,

7th Avenue Ashok Nagar) passed away on
Sept. 25. She was 79.

She had been delivering milk packets to
houses in Ashok Nagar and West
Mambalam for more than 35 years.

She is survived by her son Devandran,
daughter-in-law Valli, grandson Santhosh and granddaughter
Gurupriya. The family can be contacted in 91762 38880.

R. VENKATARAMANI
R. Venkataramani (resident of

Jaishankar Street, West Mambalam)
passed away on Sept. 22.

He was 82 and had been a resident of
West Mambalam for 5 years and earlier of
Mahalakshmi Street, T. Nagar for 35 years.

He had worked in Neyveli Lignite
Corporation, Institution of Engineers,

Kolkata and MPC, Sundaram Clayton & First Computers,
Chennai.

 He practised Yagna-Auro Yoga, a combination of Pranayama,
yoga asanas and chanting of hymns on which he used to deliver
lectures. He also knew palmistry.

He is survived by his wife Vijaya Ramani, daughters Shanti
Kalyaan and Vidhya Shankar, sons-in-law and grandchildren.

New norms for digital payment
using debit/credit credits

In an attempt to make digital payments using debit cards
and credit cards more secure, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has issued several new guidelines that will came into effect on
Oct. 1. The following are details:

1. At the time of issue / re-issue, all debit, credit cards shall
be enabled for use only at ATMs and Point of Sale (PoS) devices
within India.

2. If customers want to use their debit, credit cards outside
India, they will need to request their banks for the facility.
Before the notification, most banks issued cards that, by
default, could be used anywhere in the world.

3. For existing debit, credit cards, issuers may take a
decision, based on their risk perception, whether to disable the
card not present (domestic and international) transactions,
card present (international) transactions and contactless
transaction rights.

4. All banks, card issuing companies have been asked by
RBI to disable online payment for all debit, credit cards that
have never been used for online or for contactless transactions
in India or abroad.

5. As per new rules, people will now be able to register for
preferences such as opt-in or opt-out services, spend limits
and other services for online transactions, international
transactions and contactless transactions.

6. Users will have 24x7 access to switch on/off or change all
transaction limits via all available channels — mobile
application / internet banking / ATMs / Interactive Voice
Response (IVR).

7. Many banks have also been issuing cards based on near
field communication (NFC) technology. A merchant does not
need to swipe such cards or insert them in the point of sale
terminal. These are also known as contactless cards. Card
holders will also get the option to enable or disable the NFC
feature also.

3 more trains between TN and
Kerala

Southern Railway has announced that it will operate three
more inter-state special trains between Kerala and Tamilnadu.
They are Alappuzha-Chennai daily special train, Kollam-
Chennai Anantapuri Express and Ernakulam-Karaikal Tea
Garden Express.

The three services are in addition to Kerala Express running
from Thiruvananthapuram to New Delhi with stops in
Coimbatore, Tiruppur, Erode, Salem, Jolarpettai and Katpadi.
With this, there will be four inter-state daily services between
Kerala and Tamilnadu.
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ASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGY
JATHAGA, Vaasthu, Nam-

eology expert “Jyothisha
Rathna” Srimathi V.
Akilandeswari, M.A. M.Phil.
D.I.A. Specialist in Palmistry,
Astrology, Nameology,
Numerology, Marriage
matching, vaasthu. Sri Raja
Rajeswari Jathagalaya, 132/
138, Lake View Road, Coral
Glade Apartment, West
Mambalam, Ph: 94441 51597,
94449 97942, 94449 97946.

CATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERING
CATERING orders undertaken for

marriage (A to Z), small functions,
nitchayathartham, seeman-tham,
ayushahomam, upanayanam,
shashtiaptha-purthi, sathabishekam,
grahapravesam and birthday functions.
Contact: Mahalakshmi Catering Services
(West Mambalam), Ph: 95516 15465.

SHYAMALA Catering Service). We
undertake catering for marriage,
seemantham, nichayathartham, ayushy-
ahomam, upanayanam, grahapravesam,
sashtiapthapoorthi, sathabishegam &
birthday functions, quality maintained.
Ph: 93805 36735, 89391 36735.

PITRU Shraddham Service:
Accommodation with tasty orthodox food,
minimum for 5 persons Rs. 4800, for
each additional person Rs. 200. Contact:
26/48, Subramanian Street, West
Mambalam. Ph: 98404 03435.

ELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKS

HOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICE
WE arrange 100% trustworthy,

orthodox Brahmin cooks, baby/aged/
patient caretaker for men or women. Sri
Balaji Home Care (Govt. Reg), T. Nagar.
Ph: 99414 46182, 86104 55508.

KL AGENCY (Regd.) West Mambalam
- 100% reliable, we arrange vegetarian/
non-vegetarian cooks, Brahmin cooks,
housemaids, patient/baby caretakers,
drivers, watchman. Ph: 98407 82048.

MATRIMONIALMATRIMONIALMATRIMONIALMATRIMONIALMATRIMONIAL
SURESH, B.E, MBA, age 40,

Brahmin Iyengar, unmar-
ried, kousigam, uthradam,
business, earning Rs.
40000, own house, need
Brahmin unmarried bride,
no expectations. Email:
srform@rediff.com. Ph:
88387 90949.

OLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOME

PACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERS
MAMBALAM Ajjay Packers & Movers

for shifting in local within Chennai
minimum Rs. 3300, insurance free.
Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pune,
Mumbai, New Delhi, all over India. 0%
damage. Ph: 73581 70399, 98409
47503,729904 47508. Email:
info@safewaypackersmoovers.com

MAMBALAM RAINBOW Packers &
Movers, local shifting, minimum cost
Rs. 4000, Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Mumbai, & all
over India, car transport, 100% safe,
door to door. Ph: 96002 96873, 98400
20526. Email: info@rainbowpackers
movers.com

MAMBALAM Sri Annamalaiyar
Packers & Movers for shifting of
household, office, industrial articles,
Chennai city and other districts.
Anywhere in India. 24 hours service.
Safe, 0% damage. Ph: 91765 85154,
98418 88585.

KVT packers & movers, household
items, office things shifting, machineries
moving, door to door, all over India. Ph:
98402 60307.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)

BUYING 1 to 1.5 ground land or
building for outright purchase, minimum
30 feet road in and around West
Mambalam, Kodambakkam, T. Nagar,
Ashok Nagar, K.K. Nagar,
Nandambakkam, Manapakkam. No
brokers. Ph: 94873 47556.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)(BUYING)

WANTED land in Madipakkam,
Nanganallur, Keelkattalai, Kovilam-
bakkam, joint venture/outright purchase,
no brokers. The Chennai Foundation,
Ph: 99416 76000.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)

VADAPALANI, near Vadapalani Bus
Stand, 1430 sq.ft, 3 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, UDS 400 sq.ft, 1 year old, gated
community, 2 covered car park, 4 A/cs,
complete wood work, false ceiling. Ph:
98400 55767, 2474 4098.

ASHOK NAGAR, near
Manthopu Colony, propo-
sed 2 bedrooms flat, hall,
kitchen, for sale, 840 sq.ft,
possession in  October
2021. Ph: 98410 51622.

CHOOLAIMEDU, Flat No. G-4, Navin
Apartment, 70/104, Vanniar Street, 837
sq.ft, UDS 536 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, ground floor, open car park, no
brokers. Ph: 97911 64865.

T. NAGAR, Abdul Aziz Street, 650
sq.ft, 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
fully furnished, no water problem. Ph:
82488 34496, 87543 46767.

T. NAGAR, parallel to
Habibullah Road, 1 ground
land, only for construction
of house and not for
commercial building.
Strictly no brokers. Ph: 82480
15125.
T. NAGAR, near Sivasailam Street,

800 sq.ft, UDS 400 sq.ft, ground floor,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 20 years old,
South facing, lift, open car park, price
Rs. 80 lakhs (negotiable). Ph: 98407
04053.

RENTALRENTALRENTALRENTALRENTAL
WEST MAMBALAM, 18/2,

Pushpavathy Ammal Street, near
Govindan Road, ground floor, individual
house, 1 bedroom, attached bath &
western toilet, hall, kitchen, verandah,
620 sq.ft, 24 hours water, 3 phase EB,
small, family/bachelor, rent Rs. 13000.
Ph: 99404 33419, 73387 91977.

T. NAGAR, 17, Thyagaraya Salai,
Pondy Bazaar Main Road, near Old
Nagesh Theatre, 3000 sq.ft of
commercial office, fully furnished, power
back-up, lift, car park, ready for
occupation. Ph: 98408 07181.

WEST MAMBALAM, 5, Viveka-
nandapuram 1st Street, near Ayodhya
Mandapam Bus stop, 2 bedrooms
apartment, hall, kitchen, ground floor,
bath attached, rent Rs. 10500, 5 months
advance. Ph: 89394 99735, 98403 60785.

T. NAGAR, 21, Gandhi Street, near
North Usman Road, 1200 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, 4 balconies, wood work, car
park, 24 hours water, security,
vegetarians preferred. Ph: 98414 06777.

WEST MAMBALAM, 23/43, Gandhi
Street, 650 sq.ft, double bedroom, ground
floor, vegetarians only, rent Rs. 11000.
Ph: 98401 45939.

WEST MAMBALAM, 11/6, Rajaji
Street, Deveshwa House, 1 bedroom,
hall, kitchen, 24 hours water, EB as per
card rate, 2nd floor, rent Rs. 8000, 3
months advance. Ph: 92831 80834, 90427
63415.

T. NAGAR, 16, Saradambal Street,
near Venkata Subbarao, PSBB,
Vidyodaya Schools, 1 bedroom, hall,
kitchen, 660 sq.ft, 2nd floor, vegetarians
only, contact on Sunday. Ph: 98414
03952, 4212 3032.

WEST MAMBALAM, 4/7, 6th Street,
K.V. Colony, ground floor, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 1 attached bathroom,
independent house, covered car park,
rent Rs. 20000, Brahmins only, immediate
occupation. Ph: 94441 16009.

WEST MAMBALAM, 51/28, Lake View
Road, single bedroom, bachelors
preferred. Ph: 98405 16734.

WEST MAMBALAM, 35, Vasude-
vapuram Street, near Duraiswamy
Subway, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, rent
Rs. 17000 or lease. Ph: 90801 64510.

WEST MAMBALAM, 14C, Srinivasa
Iyenger 1st Street, Pushpavathi Ammal
Street cutting, 1st floor, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 24 hours water, only for
Brahmins/pure vegetarians, rent Rs. 8000
(negotiable), no lift, family/bachelors.
Ph: 93805 56756.

ASHOK NAGAR, 8/4, 49th Street,
near Canara Bank, 921 sq.ft, 2nd floor, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, lift, covered
2-wheeler park, no brokers.  90428 14134.

WEST MAMBALAM, Malles Anugraha,
32, Ellaiamman Koil Street, 700 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 3rd floor, covered
car park, lift, 24 hours water, rent Rs.
16000, available from 1st November,
Brahmins/veg. only. Ph: 94443 98650.

K.K. NAGAR, Harmony Pearl
Apartment, Rajamannar Road, near PSBB
School, 1150 sq.ft, 3 bedrooms flat, for
immediate occupation, South facing,
covered car park, gym, vegetarians only.
Vasu, Ph: 72990 94545.

T. NAGAR, 16/24, Ramachandra Iyer
Street, near Panagal Park, 2 bedrooms
flat, hall, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, 2
balconies, 950 sq.ft, 1st floor, rent Rs.
25000. Ph: 98417 70991, 98411 13193.

WEST MAMBALAM, 24/47,
Mahadevan Stret, near GRT School, 500
sq.ft, 2ndf floor flat, rent Rs. 10500, 24
hours water. Contact: Sri Sanjana, Ph:
98847 14991, 98413 21499.

T. NAGAR, 9, Moosa Street, 1150
sq.ft, for small vegetarian family, copious
water, also suitable for office, rent Rs.
20000. Ph: 2434 6842, 99402 48054.

T. NAGAR, 17/9, Neelakanda Mehta
Street, ground floor, duplex model, 1200
sq.ft, commercial space, covered car
park, rent Rs. 32000. Ph: 90250 68834.

AZHAGIRI Nagar, close to 100 Feet
Road, near Thiru Nagar Bus Stop and
Nammaveedu Vasanta Bhavan, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 900 sq.ft, 2nd

floor, covered car park, no brokers. Ph:
97911 91046, 99404 34021.

WEST MAMBALAM, T-4, Subiksha
Apartment, Bharathi Street, behind
Ayodhya Mandapam, 1000 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, exclusive car
park, lift, 24 hours water, terrace access,
semi-furnished, lighting, fans, excellent
ventilation and sunlight, rent Rs. 20000
(negotiable). Ph: 98409 27419, 98400
23478.

WEST MAMBALAM, 44/66, Vandhiyan
Apartment, Brindavan Street, 1st floor, 3
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, dining, lift, 3
bathrooms, 2 balconies, reserved car
park, vegetarian family only, rent Rs.
24000. Contact: Shyam, Ph: 98840
98334, 89399 52800 (Whatsapp).

ASHOK NAGAR, 5, 12th Avenue, near
KFC, 1200 sq.ft, individual house, 1st

floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, modular kitchen,
semi-furnished, open car park, 24 hours
metro water, rent Rs. 20000, negotiable,
5 months advance, family/office/
bachelors. Ph: 73053 44555.

T. NAGAR, 28, Sivaji Street, near Bus
Terminus, independent, 2nd floor, 1600
sq.ft, 3 bedrooms, spacious hall, kitchen,
3 toilets, 2 A/c’s, geyser, balcony, semi-
furnished, no lift, no maintenance
charges. Ph: 98840 53908.

WEST MAMBALAM, 43, Veeraswamy
Street, near SRM Hosptial, new flat, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, semi-furnished,
2 attached, bathrooms, covered car
park, 24 hours water (metro/bore), rent
Rs. 22000 (negotiable), lease Rs. 15
lakhs. Ph: 73581 66905.

ASHOK NAGAR, 15, R.R. Colony, 3rd

Street, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1st

floor, 900 sq.ft, 2 balcony, 24 hours
water, wood work, vasthu, rent Rs.
13000, advance 6 months,  family/office.
Contact: Satish Ph: 93603 80465, 93805
66667.

WEST MAMBALAM, 34/68, Baroda
Street, 925 sq.ft, 3 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, semi-furnished, rent Rs. 17000,
no car park, vegetarians only. Ph: 99622
30992.

WEST MAMBALAM, Godhavari flats,
167/22, Lake View Road, 1st floor, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, 504 sq.ft, lift,
open car park, rent Rs. 11000, small pure
vegetarians family, no brokers. Ph: 98419
64916.

WEST MAMBALAM, B12, Abirami
Apartment, 21/5, BRP Street,  2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1st floor, lift, car
park, vegetarians only, rent Rs. 15000
(negotiable). Ph: 88831 73539.

ASHOK NAGAR, 82, 12th Avenue,
near Park, 3 bedrooms flat, hall, modular
kitchen, fully wood work, covered car
park, security, CCTV, genset, balcony,
lift, 24 hours water, 2nd floor,  East facing,
family/office, rent Rs. 28000. Ph: 95661
79922, 97105 85571.

WEST MAMBALAM, 18/9, F-4, Janiki
Ammal Street, 725 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, semi furnished, 1st floor flat.
Ph: 95661 03661, 96001 73268.

WEST MAMBALAM, 10/22, Srinivasa
Pillai Street, near satya Narayana Temple,
2nd floor, 1211 sq.ft,  3 bedrooms, 3
phase, sufficient water, no lift, Brahmins/
pure vegetarians only. Ph: 99406 60313,
89393 20142.

SITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANT
(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)

ACCOUNTANT needed:
Full time billing with basic
accounts knowledge. GST,
Tally. Ph:  97907 59840 (West
Mambalam).

WANTED Brahmin cook, healthy,
middle aged to attend, on senior Brahmin
couple, full time or part time at T. Nagar.
Ph: 2814 2474, 94444 18596.

SOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICES
ANY sofas, cushions, recliner sofas

repairing & reconditioning at very
moderate charges. Contact: K.N.S.
Rajan, New No. 58, Peters Road,
Royapettah. Ph: 93818 03956, 76671
33233.

Cars parked on Police Quarters
Road

A number of cars including some in broken down condition
have remained parked on Police Quarters Road, 1st Avenue,
Ashok Nagar for several days.

Chennai Metro
Rail installs foot-
operated elevators

Chennai Metro Rail Ltd. has
installed foot-operated elevators
in 20 of the 32 stations of Phase
1 including Airport, Alandur and
Central to prevent commuters
from touching surfaces inside the
stations. Installation of similar
elevators in the remaining
stations will be completed in the
next few days, according to
officials. “We handle thousands
of passengers everyday and we
have to make them feel safe.
People will be inclined to use a
public transport system only
when they know it is safe and
such facilities are provided,” an
official said. Initially, a prototype
with a foot-operated mechanism
was set up in the administrative
building of CMRL in Koyambedu.

Found successful, CMRL began
converting elevators in the
stations of Phase I.

Stations in Phase I Extension
Project, which will open to the
public by the end of the year, will
also  have foot-operated elevators.

In the 9 km extension project,
there will be nine stations,
Washermenpet, Sir Thea-garaya
College, Korukkupet,
Tondiarpet, Toll Gate, Thangal,
Gowri Ashram, Thiruvottiyur
and Wimco Nagar. Each station
will have two or four lifts based
on its size and capacity.

Following the COVID-19
outbreak, Metro Rail planned to
change the working of its
elevators.

COVID-19  cases cross 6 lakhs
in Tamilnadu

The total number of COVID-19 infections in Tamilnadu
crossed 6 lakhs on Oct. 1 with 5,688 fresh cases taking the tally
to 6,03,290. For eight consecutive days, the number of new
COVID-19 cases has marginally outpaced recoveries in the
state. On Oct. 1, the number of those discharged stood at 5,516.
          A total of 66 persons died of the viral infection taking the
overall death count in the state to 9,586. Of the 66, nine had
no comorbidities such as diabetes or hypertension. The
youngest among them was a 35-year-old man from Tiruvallur
who died after 13 days of treatment in hospital.

The state now has 46,369 active cases — an 11.5% drop
compared to the same day last month. “This is an indication
that we are definitely in the declining phase. But with fewer
restrictions on people’s movement, the decline rate might be
slowed,” said a senior official in the state health department.
           Chennai continued to report the maximum number of
cases (1,289) and deaths (18). Chennai’s positivity rate is
around 10% — much higher than what Chennai Corporation
anticipated last month. The three neighbouring districts of
Chengalpet, Kancheepuram and Thiruvallur together reported
764 cases and 12 deaths.
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By Our Staff Reporter
R. P. Krishnammachari

(Managing Director, Tex
Bioscience Private Limited, 4th

Avenue, Ashok Nagar)
donated Rs.15 lakhs for
constructing a classroom in Sri
Ramakrishna Higher Secon-
dary School, Burkit Road. T.
Nagar in memory of his late
father R. K. Parthasarathy
(former Professor of Sanskrit,
Government Arts College,
Kumbakonam and Presidency
College, Chennai) on Sept. 28.

Rs. 15 lakhs donated for school classroom

The cheque was received by Swami Padmasthananda Maharaj (Secretary, Sri Ramakrishina
Mission and Ashram, T. Nagar). Dr. Akhila Srinivasan (Director, Shiriram Capital) was
present.

Special Navarathri
offer from Namo
Express

Namo Express Products and
Services (38/22, Thambiah
Road Extension, near P. R.
Complex, West Mambalam)
offers international and
domestic courier and cargo
service.

It is extending a special offer
for Navarathri.

The 15-year-old firm
specializes in transporting
documents, homemade food
items and Ayurveda items to
destinations all over the world.

Namo Express recently
acquired a majority stake in
Express of UAE, USA, UK and
other countries.

For more details call 4215
5654, 95660 51477.

By Our Staff Reporter
The management of K. S. Guntur Subbiah Pillai T. Nagar Girls Higher Secondary School

recently presented mobile phones to needy students and laptops to teachers for conducting
online classes. Rajalakshmi (Headmistress) said that, with the support of NGOs and
individuals, provisions, face masks, sanitisers and cash assistance were also given to
underprivileged students.

Mobile phones presented to students

By Our Staff Reporter
The rear wheel of a lorry (TN 18-8916) loaded with

construction material got stuck in an improperly filled trench
at the junction of Arya Gowda Road and Postal Colony 2nd

Street, West Mambalam at 2.30 p.m on Sept. 29.
There was heavy traffic congestion on the busy road till the

vehicle was moved by the crew with help of members of the
public.

Lorry wheel gets stuck in trench

Koyambedu market opens, but
norms violated

The Koyambedu wholesale vegetable market reopened on
Sept. 27 but caution was thrown to the winds as COVID-19
safety norms were violated. Neither social distancing nor
proper wearing of face masks could be seen. There were a few
scuffles too.

The market complex, which used to draw thousands of
people every day, was shut in May after it emerged as a major
hotspot for spread of COVID-19.

 Hundreds of traders, workers and loaders thronged the
area around gate 14 where the formal inauguration ceremony
was held and where several trucks loaded with vegetables had
entered the facility. Most of the people stood very close to one
another, completely ignoring the rule of ensuring at least six
feet between two individuals and giving the impression that
there was no pandemic and that it was a normal day.

A large number of people were seen wearing masks below
the nose, while a few were roaming without them. There was
a minimum police presence and the authorities concerned
neither regulated the crowd nor attempted to implement the
Standard Operating Procedure. Almost all rules were flouted,
with mounds of curry leaves being unloaded on the platforms.
             Officials of the Chennai Metropolitan Development
Authority (CMDA), which maintains the facility through a
market management committee (MMC), said that the minimal
police presence resulted in some issues. “We were unable to
manage the crowd and, in fact, there were a few skirmishes
between MMC officials and loadmen who unloaded curry
leaves on pavements. There were attempts to manhandle a
MMC official when he attempted to clear the encroachment,”
a CMDA official said. A formal complaint will be registered
with police, he added.

By Our Staff Reporter
The compound walls of a number of houses on 1st Avenue, Ashok Nagar have collapsed as

corporation contract workers renovating a storm water drain have dug the trench with the help
of a JCP machine too close to the walls. Heavy rain also had its effect.

Luckily, there were no untoward incidents, complaining residents said. They have placed
planks across the trench to enter their houses.

Digging of trench causes wall collapse

AICTE: No degree
without clearing
arrears

The All India Council for
Technical Education (AICTE)
told the Madras High Court on
Sept. 30 that the Tamilnadu
government’s order cancelling
arrears exams for engineering
students is against norms and
that degrees will not be
awarded to students who have
not cleared their backlog.

The AICTE made the
submission through its reply
to two PILs filed by former
vice-chancellor of Anna
University E. Balaguruswamy
and advocate Ramkumar
Aditiyan challenging the
government order cancelling
arrears exams in the state.

“The council has not
exempted students from
appearing for examinations or
allowed them to move to the
next year without being
assessed by exams. Degree
cannot be awarded to a student
who has failed to clear arrears.
This is not acceptable to the
industry too,” M. Sundresan
(AICTE’s south regional
officer) said. The state’s claim
that the GO cancelling arrears
exams and passing all
students who had paid exam
fee was according to the
guidelines of the AICTE was
wrong, the council said.
Only the UGC through a
circular permitted promoting
students to the next year
without exams in view of the
pandemic that too only to
continue studies through
online classes, the council
added.

Bell for Ayodhya
temple brought to
city

A bell, weighing 613 kg,
meant for the Ram temple in
Ayodhya and cast in Nagercoil,
was brought to Anna Nagar on
Sept. 28. Funded by NGO Legal
Rights Council, India, the bell
began its journey from Rames-
waram on Sept. 17, said K.
Muraleedharan (BJP district
president).

The bell will travel 4,552 km by
road to Ayodhya. C. V.
Madhankumar (Legal Rights
Council chief) said, “We have
made idols of Rama, Sita,
Lakshmana, Hanuman and
Ganesha to be presented to the
temple.”

Heavy rain causes stagnation

By Our Staff Reporter
Water stagnated at Madley Road-Usman Road junction in T. Nagar following heavy rain

on Sept. 29.
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