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Teynampet, Anna Nagar top
COVID-19 toll

By Our Staff Reporter
With an increased recovery

rate, the spread of COVID-19
has stabilised in the city with
fewer cases being reported each
day. The death toll in the city
touched 2,942 on Sept. 15, with
the highest toll of 396 in
Teynampet Zone, followed by
Anna Nagar Zone (332).

The city has recorded
1,46,593 cases, of which,
1,32,772 have recovered.

As per the latest Corpora-
tion data, Anna Nagar Zone
has 1,084 persons contracting
the virus and Kodambakkam
Zone 1,171 cases.

Only these two areas have
more than 1,000 cases.

Other places with compara-
tively high numbers are
Teynampet (872), Ambattur
(826), Valsaravakkam (931),
Adyar (829), and Royapuram
(861).

In Anna Nagar, 15,093 per-
sons have recovered.

The pandemic has affected
more men than women.

As per data, 61.60 percent of
the patients are male and
38.40 percent female.

Around 18.33 percent of
those contracting the virus are
in the age group of 50-59 years.

Cops help two trapped in
cyber extortion

The T. Nagar Cyber Crime police came to the aid of two men
who almost fell victim to online extortion.

In the first incident, Suresh (name changed) made a Facebook
friend with a woman from the Philippines. “Sometime in
August, they agreed to get intimate on a video call. Suresh
trusted the woman since she had promised to meet him in
Chennai when flight services resumed and even shared
personal details,” said a police officer. A few days after the call,
the woman sent an edited version of their video call. She
cleverly edited her face out of it and demanded that Suresh pay
Rs. 80,000 failing which she would forward the video to his wife
and friends through Facebook. Since Suresh ignored her threat,
the woman sent the video to his wife and a few colleagues, said
the police.

“The man lodged a complaint with the T. Nagar Cyber Crime
police, who sent a request to Facebook and the account along
with videos were deleted,” said the police officer.

In a similar incident, another man approached the cyber cell
to help delete a video.  “Since the culprits are not from India
we cannot arrest them. We delete the videos and the profile
and also reported the IP address to the social media platform
concerned,” said the police officer. He advised readers of
Mambalam Times to be wary while making friends on Facebook
and not to share personal details or pictures with strangers.
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Axed tree not removed

By Our Staff Reporter
An avenue tree outside a private hospital on CIT Nagar Main Road

was uprooted last week but Corporation workers who axed the trunk
and branches have not removed them.

REQUEST TO READERS!
Please help us to serve you better!  Mambalam Times

is being delivered free at  every doorstep in this neighbourhood
week  after week. If our delivery boy skips your house or flat in

any week, please call  98409 70091
between 10.30 a.m and 5 p.m on week days  to enable us to take

effective and  immediate remedial action.

MTC conducts car driving
classes

Metropolitan Transport Corporation (MTC)
has started conducting car driving classes for
the public.

Eligible aspirants will be trained in MTC’s
training school in Chromepet for one month.

Basic lessons including driving on empty
grounds, on bridges, along 8-shaped tracks
and reverse mode will be taught in the facility
in Chromepet. Later the aspirants will be
trained on how to drive in traffic.

Training will cost around Rs 7,000 per
person. This excludes learner’s licence (LLR)
and driving licence application fees.

Classes will be conducted from 9 a.m to 5
p.m.One person gets to drive for a maximum
of one hour every day.Female trainers will
handle classes for women. For more details,
contact 2953 5177 or 94450 30597.

Rs. 2.5 lakhs fine collected in a day
for breaking safety norms
By Our Staff Reporter

The Corporation collected Rs. 2.5 lakhs as fines from those who
violated COVID-19 safety norms in the city in a single day on Sept.
14. Residents were penalised for not adhering to prescribed safety
norms including wearing of masks and not spitting in public places.

It has deployed over 15,000 volunteers since the lockdown began, to
monitor residents flouting COVID-19 safety rules.

Those who did not wear masks were fined Rs. 200 and those who
spat in public places were fined Rs. 500.

Teynampet Zone collected the maximum amount in fines followed
by the zones of Perungudi, Teynampet, Tiruvottiyur, Madhavaram,
Royapuram, Thiru Vi Ka Nagar, Ambattur, and Alandur.

No fines were collected in zones like Manali, Anna Nagar,
Kodambakkam, Tondiarpet, Valasaravakkam, Adyar and
Sholinganallur. The Corporation has collected around Rs. 1.9 crores
in fines since the lockdown was imposed in Chennai.

Metro rail footfall up as
2nd corridor opens

The number of passengers commuting in metro
trains has more than doubled since Chennai Metro
resumed services on its second corridor (between
Central Metro and St. Thomas Mount).

While the footfall was 4,993 on Sept. 7, when
metro rail services resumed after a break of five
months, it grew to 13,980 on Sept. 9, the day the
second line was reopened.

A total of 65,038 passengers used the service
between Sept. 7 and 13.

At present, Chennai Metro operates services
from 7 a.m to 8 p.m, with trains available every five
minutes during peak hours and every 10 minutes
during non-peak hours. During pre- COVID-19
time, the daily average footfall was 1.2 lakh.
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Jaigopal Garodia Vidyalaya teachers win
3rd prize in dance contest

Teachers of Jaigopal
Garodia Hindu Vidyalaya
Matriculation Higher Secon-
dary School, Postal Colony,
West Mambalam won the 3rd

prize in the online regional folk
group dance competition

conducted by Youth Hostels
Association of India
(Karnataka State Branch).

15 schools participated in
the competition. The 5-minute
performance was video
recorded, edited and sent to

the organizers on Aug. 25. The
results were announced on
Sept. 15. Girija Seshadri
(Senior Principal and
Honorary Correspondent of
the school) congratulated the
teachers for their achievement.

Teen composes music in
14 languages

By Our Staff Reporter
16-year-old Ankith Gupta (a Std. 12

student and resident of T. Nagar) has
already established a name for himself
as a record producer and composer,
working on over 30 songs and 3 EPs
with artistes from the USA, Iran, Italy
and other places.

He has spent the lockdown creating
a special hip-hop track that honours the international appeal
of music. The song, titled ‘7500’, has lyrics in 14 languages,
rendered by 12 singers.

“7500 denotes the number of hours spent crafting the song
including music production, singing, recording, engineering,
fine-tuning, mixing and so on. The concept behind this song is
that music transcends all barriers of language, and becomes
a language of its own through which we can form bonds across
the world”, said Aniketh.

He collaborated internationally with the 12 singers and the
sound engineer who mastered the track.

The project has also set a new record for a song composed by
an individual in the maximum number of languages as
confirmed by India Book of Records and Asia Book of Records.

The languages featured in the track are English, Arabic,
Malayalam, German, Hindi, Bangla, Italian, Kannada,
Swedish, Spanish, Tamil, Nepali, Jamaican and Telugu.

Ankith has worked with international artistes like VARIN,
Almukhtar, Swat, Obeka, Loud Silence (Hindi and Bangla),
Ilon (Italian and Jamaican), Yaaru, Filip Winther, Young
S.C.O, King Sinister, Lay G and BFAB on this track.

His interest in music was born when his father bought an
iPad mini when he was 12. “I was always on the app, Garage
Band, and trying out something musical,” he recalls. Later, to
give himself a break from academic rigours, he experimented
on the FL Studio software to create new beats and rhythms.

Man carries tank on head

By Our Staff Reporter
A man was seen carrying a water tank on his head on Madley

Subway, West Mambalam on Sept. 14.

No Puratasi
programs in
TTD temple

No special programs have
been scheduled for Puratasi
month in TTD’s Sri Venka-
teswara Temple, Venkata-
narayana Road, T. Nagar but
regular poojas are being
performed.

The following are the
timings:

7.30 a.m to 10.30 a.m: Dar-
shan

10.30 a.m to 11.30 a.m:
Naivedyam break

11.30 a.m to 2 p.m: Darshan
2 p.m to 4 p.m: Suddhi and

Alangaaram break.
4 p.m to 7 p.m: Darshan
Devotees without face mask

will not be allowed to enter the
temple.

Flowers, garlands, coconuts
and other pooja items are not
accepted. There will be no
aarthi, theertham and sha-
taari.

HC notice to govt. on cancelling
arrears exams
By Our Staff Reporter

The Madras High Court on Sept. 16 issued notice to the
government of Tamilnadu to respond to a petition filed
against the announcement regarding cancellation of arrears
exams for students in the state.

The notice was served on a petition filed by former Vice
Chancellor of Anna University E. Balagurusamy.

In his petition, Balagurusamy stated that the state
government had declared that all students who have paid
their fees to write their arrears examinations pertaining to all
years (except final year) need not write these exams. He added
that the government has also announced that marks for these
students will be awarded as per the established norms and
a government order on cancelling the arrears exams was
passed by the state government on Aug. 26. He wanted the
court to quash the government order, calling it “illegal,
arbitrary, discriminatory and against the principle of natural
justice.” He alleged that the announcement had demoralised
students who had worked hard to pass their exams. Claiming
that the order would lower the education standard of the
students and the university, he also said that state
governments did not have the right to interfere in the academic
matters of universities and issue universal declarations of
students passing.

The court, while serving notice to the state government to
respond to the petition, also directed notices to the union
government, the All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) and the University Grants Commission (UGC) to
respond to the petition. The bench then posted the case for the
next hearing on Sept. 30.

Transport dept fails to buy
disabled-friendly buses

The Madras High Court has directed the State government
to file an affidavit about complying with the court’s orders on
making buses and buildings disabled-friendly.

When a batch of pleas, including one pending since 2005,
came up before a division bench comprising Justice M. M.
Sundresh and Justice R. Hemalatha on Sept. 15, it posted the
plea for further hearing after four weeks.

Advocate T. Mohan submitted that several court orders,
especially the one by the first bench that prevented the
transport corporations from purchasing new buses that are
not disabled-friendly, were not being complied with.

He pointed out that during the meetings held for complying
with the High Court order, the Transport Secretary always
offered assurances that disabled-friendly buses would be
part of the new buses that were to be purchased. But hundreds
of buses continue to be bought without meeting the condition,
he said, suggesting the summoning of the Transport Secretary
to offer an explanation.

However, even as she conceded that the orders were not
followed in letter and spirit, department counsel Rita
Chandrasekar assured the court that efforts were on to advise
the government to make sure that of 50 buses, at least 10
should be disabled-friendly.

Another petitioner, L. Muruganantham, who had filed a
plea to make public buildings disabled-friendly, pointed out
that disabled people were never a factor when even new
buildings and railway stations were built.

He also sought hearing cases moved by disabled people
through video conferencing and not posting them for physical
hearing, as the petitioners in such cases were mostly those
with disabilities.

Counselling to overcome
COVID-19 fear

RMD Hospital (13, Raghaviah Road, T. Nagar) provides
free consultation and counselling for persons psychologically
affected by the fear of COVID-19.

It also offers medical counselling for persons including
elders living alone, youngsters who are vulnerable, students,
parents and others.

Those who need support may whatsapp details to 93810
16588.

Man stabbed to death in brawl
By Our Staff Reporter

Following a brawl, 38-year-old Narayanan was stabbed to
death by his inebriated friends on Jones Road, Saidapet of
Sept. 13.

He used to sell peanuts and was living on the pavement of
Jones Road.

According to the police, Narayanan was smoking ganja and
consuming alcohol with his friends.

Following an argument over some cash dealings, Narayanan
was repeatedly stabbed in the neck and died on the spot.

The police have arrested two persons in connection with the
murder and are searching for two more.
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birthday
By Our Staff

Reporter
BJP workers dis-

tributed food packets
among 300 persons
outside Sri Naga-
thamman Temple,
Kamarajar Salai, K.
K. Nagar on Sept.18
as part of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s
70th birthday celebra-
tions.

The event was
organised by D.
Sabithadevi (District
President, Intellec-
tual Cell, South
Chennai) and inaugurated by Dolphin Sridhar (BJP State President).

Chennai – third
dirtiest city of
India!
By V. Sriram

As the city celebrated Ma-
dras Week this month, the
results of the Swachh
Survekshan (Clean City Sur-
vey) under the Swachh Bharat
Abhyan were released re-
cently.

As per the ranking, Chennai
is 45th in the list. Though it is
an improvement from the 61st

place in the previous year, it
also achieved the dubious dis-
tinction of being the third dirti-
est city in the category of those
with a population of more than
1 million.

With a daily garbage collec-
tion of 5,400 tonnes, the Cor-
poration website specifies the
various measures it has taken
to improve sanitation in the
city, including the implemen-
tation of door-to-door collec-
tion of municipal solid waste
in all zones and taking steps
to educate households about
the need to segregate house-
hold waste.

Despite the door-to-door col-
lection of waste, it is a com-
mon sight to see overflowing
bins and garbage strewn all
over in most parts of the city.

Statistics show that only
30% of households in the city
practise source segregation
and it requires strict imple-
mentation from the authori-
ties.

Dumping of waste in water-
ways by street vendors, com-
mercial establishments and
industries continues unabated
and the Cooum River Restora-
tion Project is moving at a slow
pace.

During the lockdown, the
Corporation had to give up on
waste segregation due to short-
age of employees who were
assigned COVID-19 duty.

As the city celebrates Ma-
dras Week, let us hope that,
with the citizens’ cooperation,
the authorities will keep the
city clean and green and move
it up the ranking of cleanest
Indian cities in the years to
come. (Abridged version of the
article published last month
in ‘Madras Musings’)

Auto abandoned on Kannaiah
Street

An autorickshaw (TN 02 AP 4113) has been lying abandoned
on Kannaiah Street, T. Nagar for several days.

Velammal School
conducts seminar
for IIT aspirants

Velammal Main School, 
Mogappair, hosted a virtual 
seminar recently for Stds. 6-8
students  to explain the career
benefits of studying in IITs.

Sudheer Manikanta, Acade-
mician and alumni of IIT-
Madras, counseled the stu-
dents and also spoke about
research programs.

During the interactive
session, the students learnt
how to prepare early to crack
national level exams.
For details, contact 80560
63519

Manhole cover poses danger

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sir, The cover of a manhole near the bus stop on Thambiah
Road, which was replaced recently, has not been placed
properly posing a danger to pedestrians. A resident of the
street said that she had tripped and fallen down after
stumbling against a protruding portion recently.

The officials concerned should look into the matter
immediately. Geetha, Giri Street, West Mambalam

Parked vehicles cause waterlogging

Sir, There is waterlogging in both sides of Mahadevan
Street in West Mambalam even after light showers because
illegally parked cars and vans prevent the rain water from
running into the storm water drain. The officials concerned
should take steps to prevent illegal parking. G. Natarajan,
West Mambalam

Beware of scamsters on OLX selling space
Sir, The ‘OLX’ website is popular for buying and selling used

as well as new stuff at low prices.
However, there are many who use the platform to cheat

unwary buyers.
A new modus operandi involves sellers on OLX posing as

army officers wanting to sell 2-wheelers, cars, expensive
phones and electronic gadgets and cheating many.

Last week, a friend of mine went through OLX listings to buy
a used bike. He saw a 2-year-old Bajaj motorcycle (MRP: Rs.
85,000) being offered for Rs. 25,000.

When he called the listed mobile number, it was answered
by a man who introduced himself as a decorated army officer
who had been transferred from Vizag to New Delhi. He won the
confidence of my friend by stating that he was a war veteran
and had taken part in the Kargil skirmish.

He even sent a scanned copy of his military ID card as proof
and sweet talked my friend into transferring the money by
GPay promising to door deliver the vehicle through a colleague
posted in Avadi and even helping to get the ownership
transferred.

After the money was transferred, the ‘seller’ could not be
contacted as his mobile remained switched off.

Though my friend has filed a police complaint, the recovery
of the money seems remote.

An official at the police station told my friend that several
such complaints of OLX sellers posing as army personnel and
cheating buyers had been reported in the past two months.

He said that with the demand for vehicles rising with the
easing of the lockdown, the OLX website has become popular
for buying used vehicles.

I am writing this letter to warn readers to be extra cautious
while undertaking faceless transactions in online market
places like OLX.

Never fall for improbably low prices or sweet talk by sellers.
Do not part with your money before meeting the seller in
person and assessing the product.

The adage “There aint no such thing as a free lunch” is apt
in such situations. Priyanka Thirumurthy, Anna Nagar

Trench closed following report
in Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘With work incomplete, trench remains

open’ published in Mambalam Times (September 12-18 is-
sue), the trench dug for cable laying work was closed.

Now

Before

Check if old property
tax is back online

Sir, When Greater Chennai
Corporation (GCC) increased
property tax for the period 2018-
19, there was an outcry over the
steep hike following which the
State Government intervened
and asked the GCC to suspend
the revision till the committee,
which it had instituted to study
the tax structure, presented its
report. Accordingly, GCC advised
residents to pay tax for 2018-19
at rates prevailing in 2017-18
which it restored in the online
system.

However, it has not been done
in some cases. We, therefore,
advise residents to check the
system to make sure that the old
rate of tax has been restored for
payment for 2018-19. If it has not
been done, please let us know
with full details.

Yet another lapse of the GCC
is the improper accounting of the
amount paid. For instance,
though many have paid the tax
for 2018-19, the payments have
not been properly accounted
for. This also needs rectification
to determine the actual dues
payable. Those who have paid
the tax for 2018-19 at the hiked
rates should check whether the
payment made has been fully
reckoned with by the GCC.

Further, in  Zone 10, the GCC
has revised tax for 2017-18 in
respect of some properties on
the basis of the usage, from
owner to tenant. The GCC has
erred while levying tax by
classifying even flats occupied by
owners as tenanted. The
residents should check this too.

The residents can contact us if
they find anything amiss to
enable us to initiate appropriate
action. The residents may send
their grievances by Oct. 15 either
through email - tnagarresidents
@gmail.com - or regular postal
service. T. Nagar Residents’
Welfare Association, 30,
Rangan Street, T. Nagar

Hindi Diwas celebrated
By Our Staff Reporter

Velammal Nexus celebrated Hindi Diwas virtually on Sept.
13 in Velammal Nexus YouTube channel to mark the
importance of the country’s most widely spoken language.

L Naveen Kumar Gupta, Hindi translator, Ministry of
Defence, presided.

Students presented group songs, dances and gave speeches.
For details contact 80560 63519.

Woman alights from bus at
signal, hit by motorist
By Our Staff Reporter

A young woman, who alighted from an MTC bus which had
stopped at a traffic signal,  was hit by motorist at Kasi
Theater junction in Ashok Nagar at around 8.30 a.m on Sept.
15.

Passersby rushed to her assistance and took her to a private
hospital nearby for treatment.

Annai Adigal’s
birthday celebrations
on Sunday
By Our Staff Reporter

Devotees of Sri Aravindhar
Annai Arul Maiyam (14,
Bakthavatchalam Street,
West Mambalam) will
perform special pushpanjali
to The Mother and Sri
Aurobindo as part of 52nd

birthday celebrations of Sri
Annai Adigal (Founder) on
Sunday, Sept. 20.

Sri Annai Adigal said that a
number of devotees are
performing pushpanjali to
overcome fear of coronavirus,
financial problems, and by
parents of NRIs for the safety
of their children during the
pandemic.

Those who need counselling
for all problems may contact
98414 25456.
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By Our Staff Reporter
The Balaji Apart-

ments complex at the
junction of 50th Street
and Postal Colony 3rd

Street in West Mam-
balam has remained va-
cant for more than 2
years.

According to nearby
residents, there are 8
flats in the building of
which 7 were bought by a
popular cricketer in the
neighbourhood. The re-
maining flat on the
ground floor belongs to
someone else. Negotia-
tions to acquire this flat also have been going on for several months. The building will be
renovated thereafter. There is an overgrowth of plants and bushes in the compound and a
portion of compound wall has collapsed. The branches of some plants have spread into the
neighbouring compound.

Medical waste dumped along
Cooum near Metrozone
By Our Staff Reporter

The Corporation on Sept. 15 cleared garbage, including
medical waste, dumped along the Cooum near the Metrozone
Apartment complex (near VR Mall, Jawaharlal Nehru Road,
Anna Nagar).

However, according to the residents, the private trucks
returned soon after to dump more trash in the same spot.

The area, which is among the most well planned parts of the
city, has been struggling to cope with a major garbage issue
for the past six months, according to residents.

Aside from the stench and the health risk the medical waste
poses, the garbage is set afire every day, adding to the
pollution.

“The Cooum river bed next to the metro rail and the mall has
become a dump yard. Every day several trucks come and dump
garbage in the open. We have taken videos and photos and
have raised many complaints. We have also filed online police
complaints but there has been no action so far. The violators
have begun burning the garbage recently,” said Rajeev
Dayalani, a resident of Metrozone, next to VR Mall.

The smoke is leading to respiratory issues, a huge risk amid
the COVID-19 outbreak, he said.

According to a Corporation official, the officials in Ambattur,
Kodambakkam and Anna Nagar have been told to ensure
that trucks do not dump garbage in the area.

Gold crown for Lord Parthasarathy
By Our Staff

Reporter
Jayanthi lal

Challani (Chair-
man, Challani
Jewellery, T.
Nagar) will
donate a gold
crown studded
with precious
stones (‘Pand-
yan Kondai’) to
adorn Lord
Parthasarathy
in the temple in
Triplicane on
Oct. 15. Jayathilal said that the ‘Pandiyan Kondai’ has been kept in Challani Silver
Showroom, 138, North Usman Road, T. Nagar and devotees can have a glimpse between 11
a.m and 7 p.m.

Radhatri Nethralaya project
wins award
By Our Staff Reporter

Vision on Wheels, the project of Radhatri Nethralaya (12,
Hindi Prachara Sabha Street, T. Nagar, Ph: 2433 2229, 2431
1550, 94454 38681) has bagged the ‘XOVA Excellence in
Ophthalmology Vision Award’.

Dr. Vasumathy Vedantham (Medical Director, Radhatri
Nethralaya) told Mambalam Times that the
rural teleophthalmology project for ROP screening of preterm
babies in rural Tamilnadu topped 156 entries from all over the
world.

Star hotels slash
room tariff to
attract business
By Our Staff Reporter

A fortnight after bars
attached to city hotels were
allowed to resume business,
occupancy in hotels is nowhere
near pre- COVID-19 level
forcing them to offer attractive
deals.

Many star hotels are offering
referral rewards and have
slashed booking rates by up to
30%. Even luxurious business
rooms are available for less
than Rs. 4,000 in core areas of
the city and near the airport.

In the pre- COVID-19 era, a
star hotel in the city, on an
average, generated Rs. 60,000
to Rs. 70,000 revenue on a daily
basis. But it is less than Rs.
15,000 now, according to hotel
industry sources.

Reopening of bars has not
helped hotels increase room
occupancy. For instance,
proprietors of a popular
business hotel in T. Nagar said
that usually 110 of the 130
rooms were occupied pre-
lockdown. Now, hardly 15
rooms are occupied by business
travellers, they said.

Healthcare professionals
comprise majority of  bookings.

Child Helpline
1098



MAMBALAM TIMESPage 6 September 19 - 25, 2020 C
M

Y
KGoggles presented to traffic cops

By Our Staff Reporter
Rotary Club of Madras Vadapalani presented more than 750 pairs of goggles to traffic

policemen on Sept. 12. Ashok Kumar (Deputy Commissioner of Traffic Police, West), M.
Boovaragan (President of Rotary Club of Madras Vadapalani), M. Sivakumar (Secretary) and
S. Immanuel (Health Service Director) were present.

By Our Staff Reporter
In a rare sight these days, a

small boy was spotted leading
a once popular ‘Boom Boom
Maadu’ while his mother
watched on 7th Avenue, Ashok
Nagar on Sept. 16.

A once familiar sight on the
streets of Chennai (Madras)
and in rural areas, the bull,
called ‘Boom Boom Maadu’,
used to be halted at the gates
of individual houses by its
keeper, a member of a nomadic
tribe, who would, in a loud voice,
‘predict’ the future of the
inmates of the houses by
declaring ‘Nalla kaalam
porakka poghirathu’ (There
will be good times ahead). He
would sweep a bow across the
face of a drum to emit a ‘boom
boom’ sound. Hence the name
‘boom boom maadu’ and ‘boom
boom mattukaran’. The bull
was trained to shake its head
in affirmation of the
‘proclamation’. The happy
inmates of the house would
usually give essentials like
rice, cash or old clothes to the
gypsy. The clothes were draped
on the bull (picture). This was
the ‘usual’ prediction at almost
all houses. Some men also
carried a pipe-like wind

Petrol pumps now
open till 10 p.m

The state government has
permitted petrol bunks to remain
open till 10 p.m. The deadline
was 8 p.m earlier.

This is to avoid crowding at the
retail outlets and make fuel
available without difficulty. The
order follows a request from
Indian Oil Corporation to the
Depart-ment of Co-operation,
Food and Consumer Protection
which, in turn, took up the issue
with the  government.

 Earlier, it had permitted petrol
pumps to function from 6 a.m to
8 p.m on all days of the week.

‘Boom Boom Maadu’ makes rare appearance

This photo was snapped by our Reporter. The rest are
 file pictures

instrument. The keepers were
always male. Thus, the woman
seen by this reporter bringing
a bull seemed strange.

Another familiar sight in the

past was a turban-wearing member of another nomadic tribe,
usually clad in a worn-out and patched coat and sporting a big
moustache, making a similar ‘prediction’ to the accompaniment
of the sound of a pellet drum tied to a long piece of cloth. The
drum reverberated with a ‘gudu gudu’ sound caused by the
swinging pallet striking the sides of the drum. He used to be
called ‘gudu gudu pandi’ after the ‘gudu gudu’ sound made by
the drum.

With individual houses making way for flat complexes, the
‘boom boom maadu’ and ‘gudu gudu pandi’ have all but
disappeared. The few still surviving target passersby and
inmates of ground floors of flat complexes.

The woman told this reporter that they walk about 5 km a
day in different areas to earn about Rs. 200 on a good day. She
is hardly able to make both ends meet after feeding the bull,
she added.

Tamil films win
awards in
international film
festival
By Our Staff Reporter

Sillu Karupatti, the Tamil
anthology film written and
directed by Halitha Shameem,
has received international
recognition again.

The film bagged two awards
at the 2020 Toronto Tamil
International Film Festival.

It also won the jury awards
in the ‘Best Experimental
Feature Film’ and Halitah won
the ‘Best Woman Director’
award. Sillu Karupatti is a
romantic anthology.

Another Tamil film Oththa
Seruppu Size 7 directed by
Parthiban has won three
awards at the film festival:
Jury Award for Best Feature
Film, Jury Award for Best
Feature Film Director and
Best Solo Act Award.

Oththa Seruppu is a thriller
featuring only one character
played by Parthiban. It has
been lauded for its novel
attempt to narrate a murder
mystery through a middle-
aged security guard under
interrogation as a murder
suspect by the police.

The background score was
composed by C. Sathya.

5 held in SIM card
racket

While investigating a
kidnapping case, the police
found that the two accused of
the crime were using SIM cards
issued in other names.

This led to the police busting
a SIM card racket and arresting
five persons including the
kingpin R. Arjun (31) of New
Washermenpet.

According to the police, Arun
worked for a network provider’s
agency to issue SIM cards. He
received photocopies of
government identity cards
from xerox shops and activated
SIM cards in those names and
issued them through his
accomplices to history-
sheeters with whom he had
established a network.

A couple of such SIM cards
issued by him were used by the
kidnappers.

The other suspects arrested
are M. Kasim Nawaz (31) of
Royapuram, A. Hasan Moha-
mmed (52) and S. Premana-
than (31) of Arumbakkam, and
M. Amar Jain (41) of Choolai.
They remanded were to judicial
custody.

New manhole chamber built
after report in Mambalam

Times

Following the report ‘Manhole chamber damaged’ published
in Mambalam Times (Sept. 5-11 issue), a new manhole
chamber was constructed in Police Quarters Road, T. Nagar.

Now

Before

OBITUARY
R. SARANATHAN

R. Saranathan alias Saranathan Iyengar
(resident of Brindavan Street, West
Mambalam. Ph: 95516 15465) passed away
on Aug. 8. He was 91 and had been a long-
time resident of West Mambalam.

He was then one who started
Mahalakshmi Catering (West Mambalam).

He is survived by his wife S. Rajam, sons
Asokan (who now runs Mahalakshmi Catering), Krishnamani
and Kannan, daughters Radhika and Malathy, grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

RAMANATHAN N.V.
Ramanathan N.V. (resident of

Bakathavatsalam Street/Thiambaiah Road,
West Mambalam, passed away on Sept. 3.

He was 92 and had been a resident of West
Mambalam for  more than 30 years.

He had worked in Tata Tea, Munnar, Kerala
and had been an active member of Kannan

Devan Hills Club. He was the president of Kannan Devan Co-
operative Society.  He was a good billiards and tennis player.

After retirement, he was an active member of T. Nagar
Social  Club and Sri Ram Samaj, West Mambalam.

He is survived by his sons Kumar and Ram.

S. V. RUKMANI
S. V. Rukmani (resident of Flat 5, Sam

Enclave, 3, Baroda 2nd Street, West
Mambalam) passed away on Sept. 8.

She was 80 and had been a resident of West
Mambalam for more than 50 years.

She was involved in social welfare activities.
Sri Suprabatha Sabha conducted sloka classes in her flat for
more than 3 years. She is survived by three daughters, sons-
in-law and grandchildren. 

ARJUNA SUBRAMANIAM
Arjuna Subramaniam, popularly known

as Pulavar V. Tamilmudi (resident of H10K,
2nd floor, Ponnambalam Colony,
Ponnambalam Salai, K. K. Nagar) passed
away on Sept.12. He was 87 and had been
a resident of K. K. Nagar for more than 5
decades. He was a renowned Tamil scholar

and had worked as a Tamil teacher. 
He had received many awards for his service to Tamil

literature. He had authored more than 100 books including
nursery rhymes, moral stories, Thirukural karuthurai,
Pradhosa Magimai and other topics. He used to give discourses
on Ramayana, Mahabharatha, Periya Puraanam, Kandha
Puraanam, Thirupaavai and Thirivempaavai. He is survived
by his sons T. Sivaraman and T. Srinivasan, daughters
Barathi Ravi, Shanthini Ravikumar and Jayanthi, and
grandchildren

His family can be contacted in 93803 70009 and 2471 2626.
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ASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGYASTROLOGY
JATHAGA, Vaasthu, Nam-

eology expert “Jyothisha
Rathna” Srimathi V.
Akilandeswari, M.A. M.Phil.
D.I.A. Specialist in Palmistry,
Astrology, Nameology,
Numerology, Marriage
matching, vaasthu. Sri Raja
Rajeswari Jathagalaya, 132/
138, Lake View Road, Coral
Glade Apartment, West
Mambalam, Ph: 94441 51597,
94449 97942, 94449 97946.

CATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERINGCATERING
CATERING orders

undertaken for marriage (A
to Z), small functions,
nitchayathartham, seema
ntham, ayushahomam,
upanayanam, shashtiapth
apurthi, sathabishekam,
grahapravesam and
birthday functions. Contact:
Mahalakshmi Catering
Services (West Mambalam),
Ph: 95516 15465.

CIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKSCIVIL WORKS
New building construction & alteration

work, bathroom, plumbing, floor tiles
work and weathering coarse, internal,
external painting / woodwork, sump work,
competitive rate, good quality. S.
Panneerselvam. West Mambalam. Ph
90431 29725, 73959 85433.

FOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALEFOR SALE
HERBAL Items: Tooth-

paste – Rs. 65, Bath soap –
Rs. 35, Shampoo – Rs. 163,
Hair oil – Rs. 165, Face powder
– Rs. 52, Coffee powder –
Rs. 158, 2 litre rice bran oil –
Rs. 350, 5kg Atta – Rs. 230,
Dish wash soap – Rs. 177,
Washing powder – Rs. 140,
Toilet wash – Rs. 110. Free
home delivery. Ph: 99620
99899.

HOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICEHOME SERVICE
KL AGENCY (Regd.) West Mambalam

- 100% reliable, we arrange vegetarian/
non-vegetarian cooks, Brahmin cooks,
housemaids, patient/baby caretakers,
drivers, watchman. Ph: 98407 82048.

OLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOMEOLD AGE HOME

ELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKSELECTRICAL WORKS

PACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERSPACKERS & MOVERS
MAMBALAM Ajjay Packers & Movers

for shifting in local within Chennai
minimum Rs. 3300, insurance free.
Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pune,
Mumbai, New Delhi, all over India. 0%
damage. Ph: 73581 70399, 98409
47503,729904 47508. Email:
info@safewaypackersmoovers.com

MAMBALAM RAINBOW Packers &
Movers, local shifting, minimum cost
Rs. 4000, Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Mumbai, & all
over India, car transport, 100% safe,
door to door. Ph: 96002 96873, 98400
20526. Email: info@rainbowp
ackersmovers.com

MAMBALAM Sri Annamalaiyar
Packers & Movers for shifting of
household, office, industrial articles,
Chennai city and other districts.
Anywhere in India. 24 hours service.
Safe, 0% damage. Ph: 91765 85154,
98418 88585.

KVT packers & movers, household
items, office things shifting, machineries
moving, door to door, all over India. Ph:
98402 60307.

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)(SELLING)

WEST MAMBALAM, Ellaiamman Kovil
Street, 25 years old, 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, balcony, single bathroom,
530 sq.ft, UDS 300 sq.ft, no lift, car/2-
wheeler parking, no water problem, price
Rs. 40 lakhs (negotiable). Ph: 94444
31221, 94446 65520.

WEST MAMBALAM, Mahalakshmi
Flat, Pillaiyar Koil Street, near
Mettupalayam Market, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 932 sq.ft, UDS 472 sq.ft, 6
years old, 1st floor, no lift, covered car
park, price Rs. 80 lakhs (negotiable). Ph:
88257 99841.

ASHOK NAGAR, 11th Avenue, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 935 sq.ft, UDS
538 sq.ft, 1st floor, lift, open car park, 13
years old, price Rs. 80 lakhs (negotiable).
Ph: 88257 99841.

WEST MAMBALAM, Pushpavathi
Ammal Street, land for sale, 2720 sq.ft,
inclusive of private passage. Ph: 98841
45096, 99620 72828.

MYLAPORE, Nachiappa Street, 1
bedroom flat, 410 sq.ft, 1st floor, 21 years
old, price Rs. 26 lakhs (negotiable), only
cash parties, inspection between 2 p.m
and 5 p.m on Sunday. Ph: 73584 04325.

ASHOK NAGAR, Kala Flat, 94, 10th

Avenue, 1st floor, 650 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, lift, 2-wheeler/car parking,
immediate sale, price Rs. 50 lakhs,
easily accessible to T. Nagar. Radha,
Ph: 99897 45233.

RENTALRENTALRENTALRENTALRENTAL
T. NAGAR, 45, Nathamuni Street,

750 sq.ft, space in basement floor, for
office/godown, rent Rs. 18000. Ph: 70100
21532.

WEST MAMBALAM, 48/176, Lake
View Road, near M.R. Mahal,  900 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1st floor,
balcony, rent Rs. 16000, Brahmins only,
2-wheeler parking only. Ph: 98412 27817.

ASHOK NAGAR, 82, 11th Avenue,
near SBI, 3 bedrooms flat, hall, modular
kitchen, fully wood work, covered car
park, security, CCTV, genset, balcony,
lift, 24 hours water, 2nd floor,  East facing.
Ph: 95661 79922, 90439 40898.

WEST MAMBALAM, 1, Lakshmi
Street, 740 sq.ft, 2nd floor, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 2 attached bathrooms, lift,
rent Rs. 16500, vegetarians only, no
brokers. Ph: 98407 88177.

WEST MAMBALAM, 15, Vive-
kandapuram 1st Street, near Ayodhya
Mandapam, 2 bedrooms apartment, hall,
kitchen, ground floor, bath attached, rent
Rs. 10500, 5 months advance. Ph:
98403 60785, 98411 93685.

WEST MAMBALAM, 5/3, Bharathi
Street, single bedroom, kitchen, attached
bathroom, bachelors 1 or 2 (or) godown.
Contact: P. Anandakrishnan, Ph: 94446
49125.

WEST MAMBALAM, 15, Pushpavathy
Ammal Street, near Railway Station,
1250 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms apartment, 1st

floor, covered car park, rent Rs. 15000,
vegetarians only, no brokers. Ph: 98408
90607.

K.K. NAGAR, 1080/10, Munusamy
Salai, near PSBB School/Meenakshi
Engineering College, 1200 sq.ft, 1st floor,
semi-furnished, car park, rent Rs. 23000,
vegetarians only. Ph: 98402 56201.

WEST MAMBALAM, Sri Surabhi, 46/
12, BRP 1st Street, ground floor, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, Brahmins/
vegetarians preferred. Ph: 98402 04435.

T. NAGAR, 23/10, Giri Road, ground
floor, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, dining,
2-wheeler parking, no maintenance
charge, water problem, rent Rs. 16000,
inspection on Saturday & Sunday, 11
a.m to 5 p.m. Ph: 91766 60927, 98844
06067.

RANGARAJAPURAM, 3, Valliammal
Garden Main Road, near 5 Lights, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, 500 sq.ft, 24
hours water, good ventilation, ground
floor, EB as per card, Brahmins/
vegetarians preferred. Ph: 98403 16052,
80561 71320.

T.NAGAR, 49, Mambalam High Road,
2nd floor, semi-furnished, 2 bedrooms
with attached bathrooms, 24 hours water,
bike & car parking, vegetarian family
only, rent Rs. 17000, maintenance
Rs.1500, EB card rate, no pets, no
brokers. Ph: 75501 28395.

C.I.T. NAGAR, 5/4, 2nd Main
Road, Near T.Nagar bus
terminus/close to Mount
Road, office space, around
650 sq.ft, 1st floor. Ph: 90805
10469, 98437 57957.
T. NAGAR, Ceebros Apartment, 36,

Prakasam Street, 1st floor, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, A/c, furnished, 24 hours
water, rent Rs. 26000 + maintenance,
available from 1st October. Ph: 70105
60733, 90435 72809.

T. NAGAR, 12, Murugesan Street,
near New GRT showroom, independent,
ground floor, small Brahmins family/
bachelors, rent Rs. 10000 (negotiable).
Ph: 2815 6855.

WEST MAMBALAM, 36, Brindavan
Street Extension, near KS Academy,
900 sq.ft, ground floor apartment, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, wood work, lift,
car park, CCTV, 24 hours security, 2-
wheeler parking, vegetarians only, rent
Rs. 19000 (negotiable). Contact: A.C.
Saarathy, Ph: 81489 59362.

WEST MAMBALAM, 2, Srinivasa
Apartment, Subramanian Nagar Main
Road, 850 sq.ft, 1st floor, 2 bedrooms
flat, hall, kitchen, good water, rent Rs.
16000, vegetarians only. Ph: 98845
43985, 98841 84004.

WEST MAMBALAM, 16/52, Kuppiah
Street, 600 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, car park, rent Rs. 16000. Ph:
99625 16804, 91762 79755.

T. NAGAR, 9, Periyar Road, posh, 3
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 2700 sq.ft, lift,
car park, vegetarians only, rent Rs.
55000. Ph: 98409 24608.

WEST MAMBALAM, Susil Flat, 134,
Lake View Road, near Railway Station,
800 sq.ft, balcony, kitchen, hall, geyser,
wood work, 24 hours water, 2nd floor with
open space, no lift, Brahmins/vegetarians
only. Ph: 89393 63605, 94864 98199.

T. NAGAR, 11, 2nd Railway Border
Road, brand new flat, 3 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 1200 sq.ft, 1st floor, covered car
park, lift, CCTV, lease Rs. 33 lakhs
(negotiable). Ph: 98408 23322, 97909
83564.

LITTLE MOUNT, Abhinav Kailash,
Velachery Road, 2nd floor flat, 1050 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, service
verandah, 1 balcony. Ph: 98409 08393,
99401 93325.

GUINDY, 8, Race View Colony, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, strictly for
vegetarians only, rent Rs. 15500
(negotiable). Ph: 97899 94907.

T.NAGAR, 5/20, Ramasamy Street,
Anjari Flat, adjacent to Fathima Jewellery,
585 sq.ft, 1 bedroom, hall, kitchen, 2nd

floor, no lift, 2-wheeler parking, bank
lease preferred. Ph: 98845 31055, 99629
06866.

WEST MAMBALAM, T-4, Subiksha
Apartment, Bharathi Street, behind
Ayodhya Mandapam, 1000 sq.ft, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 3rd floor. Ph:
98409 27419, 98400 23478.

ASHOK NAGAR, 31, 12th Avenue,
735 sq.ft, ground floor apartment, 2
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, semi-furnished,
2-wheeleer/car parking, vegetarians
preferred, no brokers. Ph: 63839 76321.

ASHOK NAGAR, A-27, LIG Flat, 7th

Avenue, near GRT School, 400 sq.ft, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, 2nd floor,
vegetarians only, rent Rs. 9000. Ph:
86086 56329.

WEST MAMBALAM, 7/7, Balaji
Apartment, Baroda 2nd Street, 1st floor, 2
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, vegetarians
only, rent Rs. 13000, no brokers. Ph:
94450 03222.

SOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICESSOFA SERVICES
ANY sofas, cushions, recliner sofas

repairing & reconditioning at very
moderate charges. Contact: K.N.S.
Rajan, New No. 58, Peters Road,
Royapettah. Ph: 93818 03956, 76671
33233.

A guide for pet owners
By Dr. R. Venkataraman (Veterinarian)

The demand for pet dogs has gone up by more than 50 percent
since the lockdown was announced.

Here is a comprehensive guide for pet owners and those
wishing to raise pets.

Why native breeds?
Unlike foreign breeds, Indian breed dogs require less main-

tenance as they have strong immunity level and are less prone
to genetic disorders.

Mongrels of Indian breeds such as Kanni, Chippiparai and
Indian Pariah dogs have high survival power and, if trained
well, can make friendly pets.

Buying, adopting a puppy
Do not buy a puppy which is less than 45 days old or has been

separated early from its mother. Staying with the mother
when they are young helps the puppy learn socialisation and
behavioural skills. Otherwise, ensure that the puppy remains
indoors till it is 45 days old as it cannot be vaccinated before
that and is susceptible to life-threatening diseases such as
Parvovirus and canine distemper.

For newly acquired pets from the street, get a full check-up
done by a veterinarian and follow the vaccination and deworm-
ing protocol recommended by him.

No building association can legally ban people from having
a pet, even by obtaining consensus among all others or a
majority of residents. Pet owners/dog walkers must have the
civic sense of cleaning up after they dirty public places. Ensure
that your pet does not dirty the common space in an apartment
complex. Always keep your pets on leash in public places.

In case of an emergency or a life-threatening condition, pet
owners can call the Animal Mobile Medical Ambulance
(AMMA) facility in toll free number ‘1962’.

How to prepare your pet for a post-COVID situation?
During lockdown, pets (especially those which have been

adopted during lockdown) become accustomed to having fam-
ily members at home all the time.

So, when the situation arises when they have to be alone at
home or with fewer members, they could suffer from separa-
tion anxiety and show behaviour changes like reduction in food
intake, incessant barking or violent behavior in extreme and
rare cases.

So, it is important to prepare your pet for being without the
owner or even staying alone. So, start a couple of weeks earlier
and gradually reduce the time spent with the pet by leaving
it alone for a few hours initially.

How to choose a boarding facility?
Citizens who test positive for COVID-19 and need to be

hospitalised are leaving their pets in boarding facilities. But
even otherwise, circumstances may arise when you may have
to travel and would need to find a safe boarding facility for your
pet.

Before choosing a shelter, visit the facility personally and
assess for space, hygiene, quality of food provided and overall
safety. Ensure that the facility has a trade license issued by
the State Animal Welfare Board and certification from GST
Council.

Below are certified boarding facilities in the city:
Dog House: 95000 58836
Sakunthala’s Pet Stay: 79041 45642
Benzi Pet Stay: 98847 80654
Happy Paws Pet Homestay. 99625 33570

Corporation allocates
Rs. 15 crores for desilting work

The Corporation has allocated Rs. 15 crores for carrying out
desilting works ahead of the northeast monsoon and has
procured seven new recycler machines to avoid manual cleaning
of storm water drains.

According to a senior official, the civic body started desilting
storm water drains and water bodies on Sept. 1.

Explaining the functioning of the recycler, he explained that
the machine is like a tanker lorry which sucks out the silt from
storm water drains and separates water and silt by applying
pressure. The drains are then flushed at high pressure with
the separated water. The Corporation has also deployed 5
robotic excavators, 2 amphibian vehicles and 3 new mini-
amphibian vehicles for the monsoon preparedness works.

Advertise in the Classified Columns of
Mambalam Times for immediate response.

Cop helps NEET aspirant in
distress

Mounika, from Tiruvallur district, who had forgotten to
bring her Aadhaar card which is mandatory for gaining entrance
to the exam hall for appearing for the NEET exam, was helped
by a constable who took the Aadhaar card from her house and
drove to the exam center in Purasawalkam to hand it to her.

The constable, Mahesh, came all the way from Arapakkam
in Thiruvallur district to the exam center in Purasawalkam,
and also ensured that Mounika reached back home safely.

As soon as Mounika informed the invigilator about forgetting
the Aadhaar card, the latter called Arapakkam police station
after assessing that there was no one at Mounika’s house to
get the card in time.

When Mahesh reached Mounika’s house, he realized she
was from an underprivileged family and a fatherless child,
and took it upon himself to deliver the Aadhaar card so that
she could sit for the exam. Mahesh also took the extra effort
to drop Mounika back home after the exam.
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By Our Staff
Reporter

G. Suresh
Kumar (Foun-
der Trustee,
Anbu Karangal
Home for Senior
Citizens, Royal
Compound, 27,
K a n a t h u r ,
ECR, Uthandi,
and resident of
Lake View
Road, West
M a m b a l a m )
has appealed

Anbu Karangal Home plea for donations

for donations to run the home. He said that there are 21 inmates including women and staff.
The inmates are provided food, shelter and medical assistance free.

Those interested in supporting the home may contact 98414 34070 or 98848 86227.

Free secretarial
course for SC/ST
candidates
By Our Staff Reporter

A free secretarial course will
be conducted for SC/ST candi-
dates in The Stenographers
Guild, 1, Guild Street, T. Nagar
(behind Siva Vishnu Temple) 

The course consists of En-
glish typing, shorthand, MS
Office, spoken English
and general knowledge.

Those who have passed Std.
12 and are below 27 years can
join the the11-month course.
3-hour classes will be con-
ducted between 7 a.m and 8
p.m at timings preferred by
the students. They will get a
stipend of Rs.1000 a month.

The applicants should sub-
mit copies of community cer-
tificate, Std. 10 and Std.12
marksheets, Employment
Exchange registration certifi-
cate,  Aadhaar card and three
passport size photos,

Eligible candidates should
visit www.stenold.org or con-
tact 2434 2421 / 2433 7387
immediately.

Classes on bridal make-up,
hair styling
By Our Staff Reporter

Friends Beauty Care & Academy (Arya Gowda Road, West
Mambalam) conducts classes on bridal make-up, hair styling
and beauty care.

Vasugi Manivannan (Proprietrix), who has 25 years
experience in beauty care services, conducts the classes.

She told Mambalam Times that the classes are suitable for
housewives, working women and college students looking for
additional income. Certificates will be given at the end of the
course. For more details, call 99623 46699 or 93823 08100.

Garbage dumped at road junction

By Our Staff Reporter
Garbage is being dumped by Corporation workers, eateries and commercial establishments

at the junction of Ganapathi Street and Thambaiah Road, West Mambalam. Sewage also
stagnates in the area.

Local resident plays key role
in TV serial

By Our Staff Reporter
Aashish Chakravathi (24) (resident

of 56, Madley Second Street, T. Nagar)
plays an important role in the ZeeTamil
serial ‘Suryavamsam’ to be telecast at
7 p.m from Monday, Sept. 21.   

Poornima Bhagyaraj plays a key
role in the family entertainer directed
by Saravanan. Ashsish, an engineer,
is pursuing MBA. He won the title of
‘Mr Madras’ (Modelling) in
2017, 2018 and 2019. 

Aashish is a good dancer. He
loves pets. He likes to go for
long drives.

Metrowater seeks
funds from World
Bank
By Our Staff Reporter

Some significant projects to
improve water supply and sew-
age treatment in the city are
likely to get a fillip soon. Tech-
nical assessment is under way
for projects of the Chennai
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(CMWSSB) for which funds
have been sought from the
World Bank.

The board has sought Rs.
2,600 crores under the
“Chennai City Partnership”
program, a model that focuses
on sustainable development of
the city. The board has pro-
posed to execute four projects
in the southern suburbs of the
city with World Bank funding.

These include providing un-
derground drainage network in
five added areas of Kotti-
vakkam, Palavakkam, Neela-
nkarai, Okkiyam Thoraipa-
kkam and Injambakkam, offi-
cials said.

Another significant project
is capacity expansion of ter-
tiary treatment plants in
Perungudi and Nesapakkam
by up to 110 million liters a
day.

Work is in progress to imple-
ment the pilot ‘recycle and re-
use’ projects to treat and re-
lease treated waste water to
recharge water bodies and in-
direct potable use of recycled
water.

New look for
AG-DMS metro
station

To augment its income,
Chennai Metro has awarded
semi-naming rights to city
firms. Under this scheme,
popular brands can prefix their
brand name with the station’s
and utilise the space for pro-
motional activities.

The outer walls at the street-
level of AG-DMS metro sta-
tion are being beautified. A
popular brand which has
leased the space, is painting
the outer walls in blue and will
soon prefix its name with the
station’s name.

According to an official,
semi-naming rights have so
far been awarded for
Nandanam, Teynampet, AG-
DMS, Saidapet, Koyambedu
and Ekkatuthangal stations.

42,000 copies of this
edition are delivered

FREE every
Sunday!

Court against
posting of health
staff with
comorbidities on
COVID-19 duty
By Our Staff Reporter

Following a PIL filed by
Doctors Association for Social
Equality (DASE), the Madras
High Court has ordered the
Director of Medical Education
not to deploy government
healthcare professionals suf-
fering from comorbidities such
as diabetes, blood pressure
and other ailments on COVID-
19 duty.

But notwithstanding this
order, several hospitals, in-
cluding Government Kilpauk
Medical College Hospital,
Government Stanley Medical
College Hospital, Rajiv
Gandhi Government General
Hospital, Omandurar Medi-
cal College and Multi Super
Specialty Hospital, were forc-
ing doctors who are around 50
years and suffering from
chronic diseases/health condi-
tions, including diabetes on
insulin therapy, hypertension,
asthma, and pregnant and
lactating mothers with in-
fants, to undertake COVID-
19 and related duties.

The plea claimed that a
number of doctors have al-
ready contracted the infection
and recently a senior lab tech-
nician Dheenadhayalan, of
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital, who was on
insulin therapy, died due to
COVID-19 infection.
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