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Chennai Metro floats
tender for Phase 2
project
By Our Staff Reporter
As the lockdown eases in phases, work to
build the 118.9 km Phase-2 metro corridors
has picked up.
CMRL has floated tenders for an 8 km
elevated line between Porur Junction and
Poonamallee Bypass, instead of the monorail
project proposed earlier.
The stretch is part of the 26 km corridor-4
from Light House to Poonamallee Bypass,
which will be built at an estimated cost of Rs.
2,671 crores funded by Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank.
Phase-2 will have 118.9 km across three
corridors with 128 stations, to be built at a cost
of Rs. 69,000 crores.
Construction for a 52 km stretch of the
phase is likely to begin before the year-end and
is to be ready by 2024-25.
Corridor 4 from Light House to Poonamallee
will have stations at Nandanam, T. Nagar,
Kodambakkam and Vadapalani.

Sales of I-Day items dull
By Our Staff Reporter
Shops have reported dull sales of
Independence Day items like flags and badges
this year due to closure of educational
institutions and lockdown effect on pedestrian
movement.
Comparatively, business was good last year.
This photo was taken at a shop on
Lakshmikanthan Street, T. Nagar.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Roadside temple occupying
public space
Sir, A roadside temple constructed on
Ellaiamman Koil Street (at the end of Lakshmi
Street, off Pushavathi Ammal Street) is
blocking the carriageway, thereby narrowing
the road width.
As the road leads to the vegetable market,
vans, garbage compactor lorrries and water
tankers use the road regularly.
As the temple occupies a major portion of the
carriageway on one side, it poses a danger to 2wheeler riders and pedestrians, especially when
heavy vehicles pass by.
A traffic constable should be stationed at the
spot to regulate the traffic, at least during peak
hours. On the other hand, the temple
authorities should realize the inconvenience
and the danger, and shift the temple. K.
Varadharajan, West Mambalam

ED attaches properties of NAC
Jewellers worth Rs. 7 crores
By Our Staff Reporter
The Enforcement Directorate (Chennai) on Aug. 13 attached
immovable properties worth Rs. 7 crores belonging to NAC Jewellers
(P) Ltd. under the provisions of the Prevention of Money Laundering
Act, 2002 (PMLA).
The seizure is in connection with a bogus import case involving Afroz
Fatta and R. A. Distributors Pvt. Ltd.
In an official release, the ED said that the attached assets consist
of 9,600 sq.ft. land along with a commercial building that comprises
basement, stilt, ground and 4 floors totalling 20,292 sq. ft situated in
T. Nagar.
Earlier, the ED had arrested Afroz Fatta and his accomplices
Madanlal Jain, Manish Shah, Rakesh Kothari and Jayesh Desai and
attached their properties worth Rs. 34.29 crores and filed five
prosecution complaints before a designated special court.
The ED said that an investigation under the PMLA was initiated
based on a complaint received by the Crime Branch (Surat) from ICICI
Bank against R. A. Distributors Pvt. Ltd and others alleging that the
companies had prepared fake bills of entry and presented the same
before ICICI Bank for illegal outward remittance in the guise of import.
The investigation revealed that Madanlal Jain was the main
conspirator, who earned commission for his role in the illegal transactions
of foreign remittances made on the strength of fake bills of entry.
A part of the commission.(Rs. 7 crores) earned was routed to the bank
account of NAC Jewellers (P) Ltd.
This transaction was carried out by NAC Jewellers owner N. Anantha
Padmanaban with full knowledge that the money being received was
tainted. He said he used this money to expand his business.
Toto cover up these transactions, Madanlal Jain prepared bogus
invoices of sale/purchase of diamonds by his company, Natural Trading
Co., from NAC Jewellers.

1000th baby treated under Project
Balanethra
Project Balanethra of Radhatri Nethralaya (12, Hindi Prachara
Sabha Street, T. Nagar, Ph: 2433 2229, 2431 1550, 94454 38681)
reached a milestone when it treated the 1000th baby last week.
Dr. Vasumathy Vedantham (Medical Director, Radhatri Nethralaya)
said that Balanethra aimed at providing free vision through laser
surgery for preterm babies from poor socioeconomic background in
urban slums and rural areas. The blinding disorder, called Retinopathy
of Prematurity (ROP), is detected through screening.
Dr. Praveen Krishna (Medical Director, Radhatri Nethralaya) said
that more than 4 lakh babies have been screened over the past 13
years under this project which is under the aegis of Gurupriya Vision
Research Foundation, the public charitable trust of Radhatri
Nethralaya,
“Many philanthropic individuals and organisations such as Rotary,
Freemasons, JCI Chennai Royals and Inner Wheel are supporting this
project but we often struggle without donors. However, no baby is
denied treatment for want of funds,” said Dr. Vasumathy.
She said that donations to the trust for this project are exempted
under Section 80 G of the Income Tax Act and the trust is also eligible
to receive foreign donations under FCRA. Persons residing in the US
wishing to avail of tax exemption can send donations to Gurupriya
Vision Research Foundation through CAF (Charities Aid Foundation)
USA.
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Private hospitals turn away
critical COVID-19 patients
By Our Staff Reporter
Even as the number of COVID-19 cases are on the decline
and health officials assure availability of adequate beds and
ICUs, critical care continues to elude several patients who are
left to battle it out on their own in case of emergency.
On the night of Aug. 7, S. Sunder Babu (74) from Ayanavaram
who had tested positive two days earlier, developed serious
breathing problems.
His family took him to a leading private hospital in Kilpauk.
By the time he reached there, his oxygen levels had dropped,
seeing which the hospital refused to admit him.
While the patient was struggling in the car, the family was
told there were not enough beds and the ICU was full.
According to his son Sudarshan, after he contacted more
than 10 hospitals which refused to admit his father, he finally
managed to admit his father in a private hospital in Perambur.
A senior doctor said that if the oxygen saturation levels of the
patient are considerably low and the patient is aged 50 or
above, it is considered a high risk case and they generally do not
take in the patient. “We refer them to government hospitals or
other hospitals with better facilities,” he said.
Despite the State government publishing details of availability
of beds and ICUs in the government dashboard for COVID-19
patients, such incidents continue to recur in the city. Another
private hospital in Anna Nagar claimed that though there is
adequate bed availability, patients are sent to other super
speciality hospitals if the cases look difficult to manage.
The Corporation has announced that if people are denied
admission despite the availability of beds in the dashboard,
they should immediately complain to toll-free number ‘104’ or
the state government’s COVID Helpline 18004250111.
As of now, around 190 private hospitals in the State have
been authorised to provide COVID-19 treatment and have
been asked to update the bed availability on the State dashboard
to facilitate patients looking for admission.
Health Secretary J. Radhakrishnan pointed out that public
preference for private hospitals over government facilities are
the main reason for such incidents. He pointed out that about
80 percent of patients are treated properly in the government
sector and treatment for COVID-19 is being done appropriately
in all the facilities.

State augments
renewable power
generation

Ambattur Zone
has most number
of active cases

By Our Staff Reporter
With the State registering a
drop in power demand, and the
renewable power generation
witnessing a rise, several coalfired thermal power units
belonging to Tamil Nadu
Generation and Distribution
Corporation (Tangedco) and
Central Generation Stations
(CGS) have been kept on
standby to accommodate wind
and solar power.
Of the daily average
consumption of 255 million
units, wind and solar energy
have contributed 91 million
units.
Since Aug. 12, twelve units
of thermal power plants
belonging to both Tangedco and
CGS, with a combined capacity
of 4800 MW, are under reserve
shutdown to accommodate
renewable energy.
Six units of North Chennai
and Mettur thermal power
plants with a combined
generating capacity of 1650
MW and another six units of
central generating stations in
Vallur and Kudgi with a
capacity of 3150 MW are under
forced standby.
A senior Tangedco official said
that the utility has been taking
all steps to utilise both wind
and solar power as much as
possible by backing down the
thermal power plants.

By Our Staff Reporter

Board resting on wall removed
By Our Staff Reporter
An advertiseme-nt
board, which had toppled
over and was resting on
the compound wall of a
house on Crescent Street,
T. Nagar, was removed
follo-wing a report in
Mambalam
Times
(August 8-14 issue).
The nearby residents
have thanked Mambalam
Times
for
publishing the civic lapse,
and the Corporation
officials for their quick
action.

Before

Now

Damaged drain cover a
hindrance

Among the 15 Corporation
Zones, Ambattur has the most
number of active COVID-19
cases.
While the overall city
average is 10%, the rate of
active cases in Ambattur is
23%
followed
by
Sholinganallur, Alandur and
Anna Nagar at 16%, 15% and
13% respectively.
Since Aug. 8, the number of
daily new cases has dropped
below the 1000-mark.
By Our Staff Reporter
As on Aug. 12, there were
A damaged stormwater drain cover has been hindering road
11,130 active cases in the city. users on Somasundaram Street, T. Nagar near Corporation
The total number of cases in playground for several days.
Chennai stood at 1,11,054 with
97,574 getting discharged and
2,350 succumbing to the
infection.
As far as the mortality rate
is concerned, Teynampet tops
the zones with a total of 346
deaths and mortality rate of
3.01 percent followed by
Tiruvottiyur with 2.90 percent.
Tondiarpet, Royapuram and
Thiru Vi Ka Nagar zones have
a mortality rate of over 2
percent.

Garbage piles up at street
junction

Donate Blood
once in
3 months

By Our Staff Reporter
Uncleared garbage has piled up at the junction of
Muthukrishna Street and Sivasailam Street in T. Nagar
during the past few days.

GROW MORE
TREES

Thambrass
conducts Ram
pooja in K. K.
Nagar
In connection with the foundation stone laying ceremony
for the Shri Ram Temple conducted in Ayodhya, the
Tamilnadu Brahmin Association (Ashok Nagar) performed
a special pooja for Lord Rama
outside the residence of Lalitha
Sukumaran (President, Ashok
Nagar Unit) in 45th Street, 6th
Sector, K. K. Nagar on Aug. 3.
A number of its members
participated.
Lalitha told Mambalam
Times that all wore masks and
observed social distancing during the pooja.
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By Our Staff Reporter
RMD Nursing Home (13, Raghaviah Road, T. Nagar)
provides online medical consultation for emergency care.
A diabetologist, ENT specialist, urologist, gynaecologist
and neurologist are available for consultation.
Home care, nursing care and check-up for all including
elderly patients and terminally ill patients are offered. There
is a pharmacy too.
More details can be had in 93810 16588.

Sruuthi enacts
14-day isolation
play on Mrs. YGP must for returning
By Our Staff Reporter
workers
S. Sruuthi (resident of 44/21,
Bagirathi Ammal Street, T.
Nagar) has enacted a play on
the life of the late Mrs. YGP
(Educationist and Founder,
PSBB Schools) last month in
Vani Mahal (G. N. Chetty Road,
T. Nagar). The play can be
seen on youtube at https://
youtu.be/GjNQmMRDPBw
This is the second time she
has acted as Mrs. YGP.
She is the granddaughter of
thespian and renowned actor
R. S. Manohar and the daughter
of S. Shivpprasadh who
manages the drama troupe RS
Manohar NXgs. Sruuthi has
also started her own drama
troupe and does the props for
Nxgs.

By Our Staff Reporter
With Chennai recording a dip
in the number of COVID-19
cases for the past few weeks,
the Corporation has made it
mandatory for workers
returning to the city to undergo
14-day quarantine to prevent
further spread.
Companies have to apply for
e-pass for its workers from
other districts or migrant
workers from other States by
providing a list of names.
When they arrive in the city,
the companies should make
arrangements for the workers
to quarantine themselves.
Corporation officials will
inspect the company premises
to check whether they have
basic
facilities
to
accommodate its employees.

Organisations help to give
COVID-19 victims dignified
funeral
Volunteers of multiple organisations in the city are ensuring
that COVID-19
Victims get a dignified burial
Social Democratic Party of India (SDPI) helped Rahman,
whose father passed away in a hospital last week.
Its volunteers accompanied the body from the hospital to the
burial ground and ensured and also video transmitted the
rituals so that family members could pay their last respects.
SDPI provides safety kits to volunteers involved in burials.
Several other organisations too have started this yeoman
service free of cost.
Among them is Uravugal Trust in the city and Tamil Nadu
Muslim Munnetra Kazhagam (TMMK) which functions across
the state.
They carry out these services with the permission of local
bodies who ensure that they are given the necessary safety
gear and instructions. Hospitals, local police, corporation officials and families contact the volunteers for help.
In most cases a sanitary officer is also present when the body
is buried. A TMMK member said that they have so far buried
130 COVID-19 positive victims across the state.

August 15- 21, 2020

Amma canteens see more
customers on Sundays
There are huge crowds at Amma canteens on Sundays as
hotels and eateries remain closed because of the total lockdown.
A canteen worker said that while 400 persons usually turn
up daily, the figure is much higher on Sundays.
She said that breakfast, lunch and dinner are available at low
prices on all days.
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By Our Staff Reporter
The Directorate of Government Examinations (DGE) in
Tamilnadu declared the results of the Std. 10 board exams on
Aug. 11 and said that all students who had registered to write
the exams have been declared as passed.
The exams were cancelled due to the lockdown as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
A total of 9,39,829 students (4,68,070 girls and 4,71, 759
boys) had registered to appear for the board exams which were
originally scheduled to be held from March 27 to April 13.

Audio books popular following
lockdown

By Our Staff Reporter
Though audio books have been around for a long time, they
were not as popular as hardcore copies in India.
Following the lockdown, audio books have become popular
among regular readers.
Deepika Arun (33), who was initially averse to audio books,
now does most of her reading through the digital editions or their
audio formats.
“I must have read the audio version of Harry Potter books
umpteen times,” she said.
After realizing the potential, Deepika now runs ‘Kadhai Osai’,
a storytelling platform on which she regularly shares narrations
of Tamil stories written by authors like Kalki and La Sa
Ramamritham.
She quit her IT job in 2016 to start an activity center where
children are encouraged to pick up essential life skills, with
reading holding the top spot.
Due to the lockdown she had to close it permanently in April.
Since then she has shifted her focus to promoting famous
Tamil books by narrating them in story form. She has an audio
recording setup at home where she records stories in one go to
maintain the modulation and voice quality.
The audio books can be accessed on the website https://
kadhaiosai.com/.

Copious rain augments water
table
As Chennai and its
surrounding areas received
good spells of rains during the
last week of July, all the 15
zones have witnessed a rise in
groundwater levels.
According to the Chennai
Metropolitan Water Supply
and
Sewerage
Board
(Metrowater) data, the city’s
average groundwater table
has increased by 1.54 meters.
During June, when there was
no significant rain, the average
groundwater level was at 6.68
meters and in July, the average
level rose to 5.21 meters.
Among the 15 zones in the
city, the water level in
Kodambakkam has increased
by 2.57 meters, which is the
highest.
In June, Kodambakkam’s
groundwater level was at 7.51
meters and in July, the level
rose to 4.94 meters.

Metrowater has several
observation wells (open wells)
across the city to measure the
groundwater levels every
month.
However, the groundwater
table in Royapuram zone
remained almost the same with
only
0.90-meter
rise.
Tiruvottiyur also witnessed only
a 0.88-metrer increase.
Apart from Kodambakkam
Zone, Perungudi and Alandur
Zones recorded more than twometer increase of groundwater
level.
Meanwhile, the storage level
in the four lakes —
Chembarambakkam, Red
Hills, Cholavaram and Poondi
— that supply drinking water
to the city is also several times
higher than the water stored in
2019. On Aug. 10, the lakes had
a combined storage of 4,508
mcft against the previous year’s
storage of 16 mcft.

TNEA
applications cross
1.5 lakh

School admission
to begin on Aug.
17

Buy and sell used toys,
accessories through Instagram

By Our Staff Reporter

By Our Staff Reporter

For the first time, online
registration of the students
seeking engineering admission
has crossed 1.5 lakh, and more
candidates are expected to
enrol by next week.
Last year, the number of
applications was only 1.3 lakh.
According to an official of the
Directorate of Technical
Education,
1.47
lakh
engineering seats are available
in about 500 engineering
colleges across the State.
So far, 1,18,704 candidates
have paid registration fee, and
about 80 percent have
uploaded their original
certificates, he said.
The last date for registration
is Aug. 16.
The rank list will be
announced on Sept. 7, and
general counselling will start
on Sept. 17.

Admission for students to
Stds. 1, 5 and 9 in schools in
Tamilnadu for the academic
year 2020-2021 will begin on
Monday, Aug. 17.
Minister
for
School
Education K. A. Sengottaiyan
made the announcement on
Aug. 11 while urging parents
and school administration staff
to strictly adhere to physical
distancing norms and other
COVID-19
preventive
measures during the admission
process.
Sengottaiyan added that no
decision has been taken on
opening schools in the
foreseeable future.
A staggered schedule for
admissions has been planned
by the education department
to facilitate a safe admission
process.
Admission to LKG and Std. 1
in private schools will be done
online.
According to the Minister,
for admission to entry level
classes through the Right to
Education (RTE) Act in private
schools, the Directorate of
Matriculation Schools will
initiate the online admission
process from Aug. 17.
With Std. 10 results
announced on Aug. 10,
admissions to Std. 11 will begin
on Aug. 24.
The students will receive
their provisional mark sheets
from their schools from Aug.
17 to 21.
Government schools can
issue free textbooks to
students when they come for
admission.
Currently, the state has been
telecasting lessons for
government school students on
the state-run Kalvi Television
channel.
On July 31, the government
issued guidelines for online
classes, regulating timing and
offering precautions to be
taken by teachers and parents
before and after sessions.
Accordingly, it was announced
that attendance, assessments
and assignments were not
mandatory.

During the lockdown, a lot of mothers did not have access to
many children’s products because they were categorised as
non-essential in most websites. Three friends (who are mothers)
from the city experienced similar challenges.
They decided to solve this issue and started the ‘Twice
Treasured’ venture through Instagram last month.
According to Divya Abhishek, a co-founder, “Children tend to
outgrow their clothes quickly. Also, most of their toys, baby
accessories and gear will be lying around after a certain age
without any use. Mostly, these things would be barely used and
in good condition. We thought why not give a platform for
parents to sell and buy such goods from other parents.”
The other two founders of ‘Twice Treasured’ are Vaibhavi
Prakash and Tripti Chordia.
Divya said that a number of parents with low income can also
benefit from this initiative as children’s products like clothes
and toys are usually expensive.
They have so far achieved over 150 sales and have 3,000
followers.
From creams, prams, clothing to cribs, the Instagram page
features a curated selection of accessories and provides a
convenient shopping experience for its users.
The prices of the products are based on the condition.
“Whenever we get a product, we shoot a 360-degree video. We
send the video along with all the details of the product —
description, sale date, number of uses and so on — to the
prospective buyer. Since we don’t have a warehouse, we don’t
stock items. They are procured once the orders are finalised.
Once we get the product, we double-check the details, sanitise
it, pack and send it out,” explained the mother of two, adding
that the seller gets 75 percent of the proceedings.
For details, visit Instagram page @shoptwicetreasured.

Photography
contest to celebrate
Madras
By Our Staff Reporter
Photographic Society of
Madras (PSM, which is sharing
163 years of its history with
the city, is holding a
photography contest called
‘Shoot Madras’ as part of the
Madras Week celebration.
There are three themes for
this contest. In the first theme
‘terrace/balcony view of
Madras’, participants can
share extraordinary views of
the city from their terrace/
balcony. The second theme is
‘architecture of Madras’.
Madras architecture is a mix
of different styles that include
Dravidian temples, Indo
Saracenic buildings, art deco,
and the latest steel and glass
architecture. Those interested
can share any shots of Madras
architecture.
The third is the ‘streets of
Madras’ and participants can
send street photographs
reflecting the ethos of the city.
The last date for submission
of entries for the contest is
Aug. 18.
For details, visit www.photomadras.org.

Unemployed diploma holders
can apply for BE, B.Tech
courses
Part-time BE and B. Tech courses will be offered to currently
unemployed diploma holders in 9 government and governmentaided colleges in Tamilnadu from this year.
Till last year, the 31/2-year degree program, comprising
evening classes, was offered only to working diploma holders.
The unemployed diploma holders must possess minimum 2
years of work experience.
Candidates can apply online on the website www.ptbetnea.com till Aug. 30.
The application status will be published on Sept. 10, and
ranking will be announced on Sept. 17.
Online counselling will be conducted from Sept. 23 to Oct. 9.
For details, call 94869 77757, 422-2574071, 422-257407,
Extn: 460.

By Our Staff Reporter

Complaints pour in about e-pass
rejection
By Our Staff Reporter
In the past fortnight, people
have taken to social media
platforms and a number of
posts have been made on the
Corporation twitter handle
stating that e-passes sought
for even valid reasons are being
rejected en masse.
Many have complained that
even when proof of death of
near one is provided with
supporting documents, the epasses are rejected.
As per the government
regulation, a person can get an
e-pass in case of a wedding,
medical emergency, death of a
close relative, government
tender bidding, ongoing
government work, or if
someone is stranded.
According to the e-pass data
released for July by Chennai
Corporation, the Tamilnadu
government received 4,63,618
requests for emergency e-pass
on the official website. Of these,

the government approved
1,53,583 and rejected the rest.
It has also badly affected job
seekers stuck in home towns
as they are not able to travel
for attending interviews or
those who are not able to join
duty even after getting jobs.
After the volley of
complaints, Chief Minister
Edappadi K. Palaniswami on
Aug. 12 announced that an
additional team will be set up in
each district to double the
issuance of e-passes.
On Aug. 9, the Madras High
Court also asked the
Tamilnadu government to
seriously look into the
complaints about officials
taking money for issuing epass.
Justices N. Kirubakaran and
V. M. Velumani mentioned that
there have been many
allegations about brokers who
charge Rs. 500 to Rs 2,000 to
obtain e-passes.

Free online course Online puppet
on Gita from
show based on
today
Janmashtami
ISKCON (International
Society
for
Krishna
Consciousness) is starting a
free online course on Bhagavad
Gita in Tamil, English and Hindi
on Saturday, Aug. 15.
The course is divided into 4
sessions, and the classes will
be from 8 p.m to 9 p.m.
The audio/video sessions will
include lessons, moral stories
and slokas and their practical
applications.
For more details, call 98406
77286 or 99410 92331.

By Our Staff Reporter
For Janmashtami, Velammal Nexus Group did a live
telecast of a puppet show on its
YouTube channel.
It was preceded by a
discourse by Shri Vittal Das
Maharaj, who also sang hymns
praising Lord Krishna.
A number of its kindergarten
students dresses as Radha and
Krishna also participated in the
event from their homes.

The T. Nagar - Mambalam edition of
Mambalam Times can be accessed in
www.mambalamtimes.in
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With exams cancelled, all Std.
10 students declared passed

By Our Staff Reporter
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Tree falls on unoccupied car

Corporation adds
four symptoms to
virus watch list

Mambalam High Road relaid

By Our Staff Reporter
Based on continued
assessment of commonly
reported symptoms for
COVID-19, the Corporation
has added four symptoms to
the watch list.
Earlier, only those
exhibiting fever, cough, cold
and sore throat were being
monitored daily.
Now, those with a headache,
lack of taste or smell, body
pain and vomiting will also be
tested immediately.
This is to reduce the number
of deaths in the city, officials
said.
By Our Staff Reporter
The Corporation added
An avenue tree toppled over during rain and fell on a Maruti Swift car (TN 09 AW 7830) parked
that elderly citizens with any
on Jaisankar Street, West Mambalam at around 4.30 a.m on Aug. 12.
type of wheezing problems
The unoccupied car was badly damaged.
Corporation workers axed the branches to enable free flow of traffic.

Masks with flag image a hit

Before

COVID-19 leaves
cab industry
dented
By Our Staff Reporter

By Our Staff Reporter
Face masks with an image of the national flag have become a hit. Each costs Rs. 20. This
vendor was spotted on Venkatanarayana Road in T. Nagar on Aug.13.

Vitamin tablets distributed

NGO makes, gives
biodegradable
sanitary pads to
underprivileged
women
By Our Staff Reporter

Vitamin tablets to boost immunity were distributed among
members of R6 Kumaran Nagar Police Station Boys Club
(Jafferkhanpet) and nearby residents by Kalaiarasan
(Inspector) on Aug. 10.

Giant buffalo causes panic

By Our Staff Reporter
A giant buffalo with curved horns caused panic among road
users on 2nd Avenue, Ashok Nagar on Aug. 9

Bliss Day, a company
making
biodegradable
sanitary napkins, has joined
hands with a group of
volunteers to form an initiative
called Varam.
Through Varam, the team is
distributing sanitary napkins
among
women
from
underprivileged backgrounds
and migrants from other states
free of cost amid the lockdown.
Nivedha and Gautam
(Founders of Bliss Day) came
to know of a wildly growing plant
called kenaf in Andhra Pradesh
from which a fiber is made which
has good absorbency.
They started making
biodegradable pads using kenaf
fiber.
According to Gautam, it
started as a crowdfunding
initiative, and they received
help from friends and Rotary
Clubs for doing field work and
started distributing the
sanitary napkins.
He said that extension of the
program will depend on
finances. If donors are willing
to support them financially,
they will continue with the
distribution, he explained.

The government may have
relaxed a lot of lockdown
norms, but the cab industry
in the city continues to
struggle to get back on its
feet.
Cab aggregators like Ola
and Uber have been able to
offer just 25%-50% of the rides
they had been offering in the
pre-COVID-19
phase,
industry insiders and drivers
said.
J. Ramanujam of the Tamil
Nadu Call Taxi Owners
Association said that a driver
in the city, on an average,
gets just 2-3 bookings a day
now. Despite the offer of hand
sanitisers and drivers using
face masks, many customers
remain wary of boarding
cabs. Some drivers have even
placed plastic screens
between them and passenger
seats, but customers remain
unconvinced.
Given the increase in diesel
price, very few drivers opt for
long trips to the suburbs.
Those who rent daily to work
for aggregators have stopped
logging in.
Only those who own cars
continue operations to meet
daily needs, Ramanujam said.

Vegetable, fruit
prices rise
Due to persistent rains, the
prices of vegetables and fruits
have gone up by 20 to 50
percent in the last 2 weeks
due to supply issues.
Certain vegetables like
carrots have registered
almost 200 percent increase
in prices.
Though the rains have
abated, prices may continue
to remain at the current levels
for another 2 weeks due to the
shortage of labour and the
low second crop yield this time
around.
These are just the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic
that we are seeing now,” said
P. Sukumaran (Treasurer,
Koyambedu Wholesale
Market
Merchants’
Association).

After
By Our Staff Reporter
Mambalam High Road was relaid last week. The road had been
milled earlier to facilitate relaying (photo published in Mambalam
Times issue dated July 25-31).

E-passes to be issued for job
seekers
By Our Staff Reporter
Corporation Commissioner G. Prakash on Aug. 9 announced
that e-passes to the city will be issued under two additional
categories for work-related requests.
According to reports, the Commissioner has said that those
seeking e-pass for job interviews and business engagements will
now be considered.
So far, e-pass into the city had been approved only for marriage,
death and medical emergencies.
The Commissioner added that around 1.4 lakh migrant workers
who had left for their home states have started returning to the
city for work and they too will be allowed e-passes under different
categories along with arrangements for a 14-day quarantine
facility.

Madras Day celebrations go
online
By Our Staff Reporter
Every August, the city comes together to celebrate the
founding day of Madras, said to be on August 22, 1639.
The month is filled with heritage walks, talks and events
celebrating the city and its culture. This year, due to the
shutdown, the celebrations have been moved to the digital
space.
From digital webinars to online exhibitions, most celebrations
have been moved online. Although a few groups, such as Madras
Musings, have opted not to host any events, others have taken
this opportunity to reach out to larger and new audiences.
According to local historian Nivedita Louis, who specialises in
topics on north Madras and women of Madras, the shift to the
digital space, specifically Facebook, has expanded the audiences
from the typical ‘elite’ audiences of Madras Month.
Architect and urban planner Thirupurasundari Sevvel (a
resident of Shenoy Nagar) did not have an Instagram page until
last year. Now, with the shutdown, she has shifted all her work
through ‘Nam Veedu Nam Oor Nam Kadhai’ online to hold
household heritage exhibitions and seminars.
Another benefit of the online space is the accessibility across
time zones, said Ramaswamy Nallaperumal, co-founder of
Chennai Photo Walk, which holds photo exhibitions for Madras
Month every year.
This year, the photo exhibition, which has three topics –
Kollywood, Hidden History and The Chennai Bond – will be
hosted on their social media pages, and will be accessible 24x7
for all to see.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
ASTROLOGY
JATHAGA, Vaasthu, Nameology expert “Jyothisha
Rathna” Srimathi V. Akilandeswari, M.A. M.Phil. D.I.A.
Specialist in Palmistry,
Astrology, Nameology, Numerology, Marriage matching, vaasthu. Sri Raja
Rajeswari Jathagalaya, 132/
138, Lake View Road, Coral
Glade Apartment, West
Mambalam, Ph: 94441 51597,
94449 97942, 94449 97946.
CATERING
SUBRAMANYA FOOD service
offers pure vegetarian homely foods at
your doorstep, packed meals without
rice Rs. 110, full meals Rs. 130, dinner
Rs. 75 per pack, monthly pack & function
orders invited. Ph: 4350 4211, 98405
44430, 99400 20404.
ELECTRICAL WORKS

HOME SERVICE
KL AGENCY (Regd.) West
Mambalam - 100% reliable, we arrange
vegetarians/non-vegetarian cooks,
Brahmin cooks, housemaids, patient/
baby caretakers, drivers, watchman.
Ph: 98407 82048.
WE ARRANGE Brahmin cooks only
(part-time/full-time/stay), housemaid/
baby-patient care taker (male/female),
drivers. Persons nearby from your home.
Contact: Sri Sai (Regd), Ph: 98841
04850, 99440 42496.
OLD AGE HOME

PACKERS & MOVERS
MAMBALAM Sri Annamalaiyar
Packers & Movers for shifting of
household, office, industrial articles,
Chennai city and other districts.
Anywhere in India. 24 hours service.
Safe, 0% damage. Ph: 91765 85154,
98418 88585.
MAMBALAM Ajjay Packers & Movers
for shifting in local within Chennai
minimum Rs. 3300, insurance free.
Chennai, Hyderabad, Bangalore, Pune,
Mumbai, New Delhi, all over India. 0%
damage. Ph: 73581 70399, 98409
47503,729904 47508. Email:
info@safewaypackersmoovers.com

MAMBALAM RAINBOW Packers
& Movers, local shifting, minimum cost
Rs. 4000, Chennai, Tamil Nadu,
Hyderabad, Bangalore, Mumbai, & all
over India, car transport, 100% safe,
door to door. Ph: 96002 96873, 98400
20526. Email: info@rainbowpackers
movers.com
KVT packers & movers, household
items, office things shifting, machineries
moving, door to door, all over India. Ph:
98402 60307.
REAL ESTATE

REAL ESTATE
(BUYNG)
WANTED land on Joint Venture 1 to
2 grounds in T.Nagar/West Mambalam.
Buying old flats in T.Nagar. Contact:
Sree Krishna Construction Ph: 98401
25949.
REAL ESTATE
(SELLING)
MADURANTHAKAM, opposite
Pakkam Railway Station, adjacent to
GST road, 1500 sq.ft plot, approved by
Panchayat and DTCP, no brokers. Ph:
98844 50920.
ORAGADAM, near SIPCOT &
Vallakkottai Murugan Temple, P.S
Vidyashram CBSE School and many
other amenities, 1 bedroom flat, hall,
kitchen, 575 sq.ft, 7th floor, township
with covered car park, no brokers. Ph:
98842 08155.
WEST MAMBALAM, Mahalakshmi
Flats, Stage-I, Lakshmi Street, 2nd floor,
455 sq.ft, UDS 224 sq.ft, single bedroom,
lift, immediate registration cum
occupation, price Rs. 36 lakhs negotiable.
Ph: 94448 70614, 97898 70660.
ASHOK NAGAR, Near 11th Avenue,
prime area, 610 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
modular kitchen, separate pooja, ground
floor, UDS 434 sq.ft(70%), tiles, east
facing, wood work, price Rs. 45 lakhs
negotiable. Ph: 94442 15263.
WEST MAMBALAM, near Ayodhya
Mandapam, well maintained 2 bedrooms
flat, hall, kitchen, around 700 sq.ft, 2wheeler parking, price Rs. 76 lakhs
negotiable, vegetarians preferred,
brokers excuse. Ph: 87789 36174.
T.NAGAR, North Boag Road, 3
bedrooms flat, hall, kitchen, lift, covered
car park, backup, 24 hours water/
security, excellent condition, ready for
sale. Ph: 98408 07181.
KODAMBAKKAM, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, new look, 880 sq.ft, UDS 555
sq.ft, elevated, ground floor, 20 years,
car park, separate service and cloth
drying area in backyard woodwork with
teak frames, fully safety grills, front
backside. Ph: 99404 34055.
WEST MAMBALAM, Lake View
Road, 660 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 2-wheeler parking, price Rs. 50
lakhs negotiable, UDS 290 sq.ft. Ph:
98404 18113, 99628 88830.
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RENTAL
EAST C.I.T NAGAR, 45/95, Canal
Bank Road, 1000 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 2 verandha, attached
bathrooms, 2nd floor, car park, rent Rs.
18000, Brahmins only. Ph: 87544 04601.
WEST MAMBALAM, 33/26, Postal
Colony 1st Street, individual house,
1500 sq.ft, suitable for software or office
purpose. Contact: Bhart:72000 89884,
87545 00999.
WEST MAMBALAM, 26/48,
Subramanian Street, 2 bedrooms,
independent ground floor house, tiles, 2wheeler parking, no water problem,
maximum three persons, vegetarians/
Brahmins only. Ph: 97898 15972.
WEST MAMBALAM, 48, Chakrapani
Street, near Five Lights, 3 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, 1200 sq.ft, balcony, 24
hours water, rent Rs. 25000. Ph: 73583
57499.
T.NAGAR, Kamakodi Nagar, BBlock, 20, Rameswaran Road, 720 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 24 hours
water supply (bore/metro). Ph: 24328934,
94425 60298, 94434 00298.
JAFFERKHANPET, 1, 74th Street,
620 sq.ft, 1 bedroom, hall, kitchen,
ground floor, rent Rs. 7000. Ph: 99404
97147.
JAFFERKAHANPET, 1, 74th Street,
1200 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, 2 halls, kitchen,
ground floor, rent Rs. 13000. Ph: 99404
97147.
K.K. NAGAR, 6, P.T. Rajan Road,
Door:C, next to HDFC Bank, 3 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, dining, 2nd floor, lift, open
car park, rent Rs. 20000, 5 months
advance, vegetarians only/Brahmins
preferred. Brokers excuse. Ph: 90032
92976.
T. NAGAR, 9, Moosa Street,
independent upstairs, 1150 sq.ft, suitable
for small vegetarian family, can also be
considered for office purposes, copious
water, rent Rs. 22000. Ph: 2434 6842,
99402 48054.
T.NAGAR, 16, Gopala Krishna Road,
Near Pondy Bazaar, ground floor
apartment, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
car park, rent Rs. 26000, no brokers. Ph:
99626 30028, 95662 44227.
KODAMBAKKAM, 14/28 Pappathi
Ammal Street, Near Madras Kali Bari,
independent house, ground floor, 1250
sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, spacious
hall, verandah, dining, covered car
parking. vegetarian/Brahmins only, no
brokers. Ph: 2483 7920, 98402 04271.
WEST MAMBALAM, 185, Lakshmi
Street, ground floor, 1166 sq.ft, 3
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, open car park,
semi furnished, vegetarians only, rent
Rs. 25000. Ph: 73387 98333.
RANGARAJAPURAM, 23/10,
Subramanya Nagar 1st Street, 3
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1200 sq.ft, 2nd
floor, lift, car park, rent Rs. 25000,
vegetarians/Brahmins only, no brokers.
Ph: 80560 89928.
WEST MAMBALAM, 12/66,
Ganapathy Street, 5, Aparna Apartment,
600 sq.ft, ground floor, 1 bedroom, hall,
kitchen, furnished, AC, cot, geyser, all
electrical fittings, 24 hours water supply,
pure vegetarians. Ph: 94441 30896,
99627 94069.
WEST MAMBALAM, 18/19,
Krishnamurthy Street, 1st floor, 900 sq.ft,
2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen, balcony, 2
rest rooms, wood work, covered car
park, rent Rs. 19000, Brahmins only, no
brokers. Ph: 99620 25945, 96115 61469,
call us before visit.
WEST MAMBALAM, 3, Umapathy
Street Extension, 1200 sq.ft, 3
bedrooms, hall, modular kitchen,
independent first floor house, rent Rs.
25000 negotiable, Brahmins only. Ph:
92831 40700.
WEST MAMBALAM, 3, Umapathy
Street Extension, 1 room, kitchen,
attached bathroom, ground floor, rent
Rs. 10000, 2 working ladies. Ph: 92831
40700.
WEST MAMBALAM, 3/2, Rajagopal
Chetty Street, individual house, ground
floor, 700 sq.ft, rent Rs. 9500, vegetarians
only. Ph: 98415 15692.
T.NAGAR,11, Railway Border Raod,
near Alfa School, (Saidapet), brand new
flat, 3 bedrooms hall, kitchen, 1200 sq.ft,
1st floor, semi furnished, covered car
park, lift, CCtv, Rent Rs. 34000, lease
Rs. 37 lakhs, negotiable. Broker excuse,
98408 23322 / 97909 83564.

K.K. NAGAR, Apartment
1B, Door No. 100 “Fairdeal”,
Sowbhagya Colony, Anna
Main Road, nearby amenities,
CGHS, schools, shops,
modern spacious 3 bedrooms, hall, modular kitchen,
1st floor flat, semi furnished,
wardrobes, fittings, facilities
include lift, covered car
parking, generator. Flat
available from Sept. 15, 2020.
Preference vegetarians, no
pets. Ph: 94980 29165, 97412
73900.
WEST MAMBALAM, 12, Station
Road, Sai Towers, 1st floor, office space
for rent 300sq.ft/100 sq.ft. Ph: 98848
94803.
WEST MAMBALAM, 14, (G-1), R.K.
Padmalaya Flats, Patel Street, near
Mambalam Railway Station/Bus Stand,
600 sq.ft, ground floor, 1 bedroom, hall,
kitchen, no water problem, 2-wheeler
parking, vegetarians only, no brokers/no
batchelors. Ph: 96000 43974, 98842
34028.
ASHOK NAGAR, 3, 11th Avenue,
near KFC, 1200 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, study room, 1st floor, semi
furnished, lift, car park, CCTV Camera,
24 hours water/security, rent Rs. 22000,
family/bachelors/family. Ph: 73053
44555.
WEST MAMBALAM, 16/52, Kuppiah
Street, 600 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, covered car park, rent Rs.
18000, vegetarians only, ready to occupy.
Ph: 99625 16804.
WEST MAMBALAM, 5, Satyapuri
Street, ease of access for all facilities
like transportation/retail buildings etc,
residential apartment, 500 sq.ft, 1
bedroom, hall, kitchen, unfurnished, rent
Rs. 9500, no brokers. Ph: 98401 86720,
99529 77194.
KODAMBAKKAM, 7/13, Taylor’s
Estate 2nd street, 1 bedroom apartment,
600 sq.ft, ground floor. Ph: 94443 83127.
ASHOK NAGAR, Raghavan Colony
East Street, 16/31/2B, GRN Sai
Karpagam Flats, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, 1200 sq.ft, closed Wardrobes,
fans, geyser, lift, covered car park,
power backup, CCTV, security, rent Rs.
25000, Brahmains only, no brokers. Ph:
96982 31985.
WEST MAMBALAM, 43/38,
Subramaniam Street, near Indian bank
Bus Stop, 2 bedrooms, hall, kitchen,
ground floor independent house, 2wheeler parking, vegetarians only, rent
Rs. 25000. Ph: 92821 22636, 97890
32848.
T.NAGAR, 24A/34, Venkatesan
Street, one room with kitchen,
vegetarians only, working women/
bachelors, no brokers. Ph: 90920 91718,
94440 23071.
WEST MAMBALAM, 14, Srinivasa
Iyer Street, near Ayodhya mandapam,
1 bedroom apartment, balcony, 2 bath
attached, 1st floor, rent Rs. 11000,
advance 5 months. Ph: 89394 99735,
98403 60785.
WEST MAMBALAM, 10, Narasimhan Street, near Anjaneyar Temple,
Swathi Flat, 450 sq.ft, one bedroom,
hall, kitchen, 2nd floor, rent Rs. 10000.
Ph: 93804 55560, 86673 28040.
ASHOK NAGAR, 18, 12th Avenue,
Ashok Pillar, independent ground floor
house, 1500 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms, hall,
kitchen, car park, ample water, Brahmins/
vegetarians only, no brokers. Ph: 94448
98899, 94450 63272.
WEST MAMBALM, 77, Thambiah
Reddy Road, 900 sq.ft, 2 bedrooms,
hall, kitchen, wood work, furnished fitting,
open car park, rent Rs. 16500. Ph: 98412
27817.
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3 conservancy workers lauded
for selfless act
By Our Staff Reporter
Amidst heavy rainfall on
Aug. 9, three sanitation workers went beyond their call of
duty to report a lost package
on the road during their daily
chores, earning laurels from
the police department.
When Selvi (49), Tilaka (43)
and Nila (48) were winding up
their routine cleaning work in
Teynampet at midnight, they
came across a carton box.
Without any hesitation, they

decided to report their find to
the police and get it delivered to
the owner even as heavy rains
lashed the region. The package
had details of the person.
“We contacted him and
cross-checked the documents
before returning it to him,” Hari
Kiran (DCP, T. Nagar) told this
reporter.
The official page of the police
department also put out a post
praising the workers for their
honesty.

Evicted COVID-19 worker takes
to Facebook, owner relents
A 28-year-old man went live
on Facebook on the night of
Aug. 10 alleging that his
landlord has locked up his place
in Pallikaranai and made him
stay on the street, though the
government had instructed
landlords not to throw out
enants out or harass them for
rent during the pandemic
period.
While activists picked up the

issue and put pressure on the
officials, the landlord reached
the house in the wee hours the
next day and opened the door in
the presence of police.
The tenant, Arul Jegan, a
design engineer in an IT firm in
Sholinganallur, has been
working as a COVID-19 volunteer in Zone 14 (Perungudi),
while the landlord is also said to
be an IT professional.

LED monitor shows govt’s
achievements

By Our Staff Reporter
A big LED monitor, recently installed at the junction of P. T.
Rajan Salai and 100 Feet Road in Ashok Nagar, displays the
government’s achievements, awareness messages and
information about projects.

‘No parking’ rule violated

SITUATION WANTED
(GENERAL)
LADY FIELD supervisor for a company
in T.Nagar, (opp: Bus Depot),
qualification 10th & above, age below 45
years, to check lady staff in sites in
Chennai, 2- wheeler/Bus. Ph: 78711
64733 or Watsapp: Bio data to above
number.
SOFA SERVICES
ANY sofas, cushions, recliner sofas
repairing & reconditioning at very
By Our Staff Reporter
moderate charges. Contact: K.N.S.
Rajan, New No. 58, Peters Road,
A number of vehicles can be seen parked in the ‘No Parking
Royapettah. Ph: 93818 03956, 76671 Zone’ in Nageswara Road in T. Nagar. Photo was taken on Aug.
33233.
11.
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B. R. Shivaji
Manasvini, my 5-year-old
granddaughter, the heroine of
our recent long road trip
(detailed report published last
week), which she tackled with
carefree aplomb, had a whale
of a time, especially the fast
ride on the Lucknow-Agra
expressway.
On some stretches, we rolled
the window glasses down to her
great delight. With her hair
flying in the whipping wind, she
let out whoops of joy. Her
favourite perch most of the
time was the arm rest in the
middle of the rear seats from
where she had a ringside view
of the road ahead. She buckled
on the safety belt for good
measure to sail through the
rough patches.
She was none the worse at
the end of the 1300-km trip
and still bubbling with
enthusiasm. In fact, she is keen
on making another trip soon
and wants it to be longer.

She is a Std. 1 student and is
attending video classes online
which will continue for the rest
of the academic year.
Her repertoire includes yoga,
dancing and cycling. She
fancies coloring. She is set to
join roller-skating classes. She
is eager to learn swimming but
the pool in her school and the
one in our apartment complex
remain closed due to
coronavirus restrictions.

Photographer creates
awareness through stories

By Our Staff Reporter
Sharadha Rajagopalan (a professional photographer and a
resident of K. K. Nagar) is spreading awareness on the importance
of breastfeeding through a photo series.
Her studio is located in Shenoy Nagar.
Through the series, she hopes to reach more mothers and
teach the next generation that breastfeeding is a natural act
and is healthy both for the baby and the mother.
Her friend, who recently became a mother, modeled for the
photoshoot.

Mass testing has
helped contain new
cases say experts

August 15 - 21, 2020

Independence Day rehearsals on
Kamarajar Salai

Chennai Corporation has
managed to bring the pandemic
situation under control by
aggressive testing, conducting
more than eight lakh RT-PCR
tests so far, which is the highest
in any metro city in the country.
According to Corporation
officials, 12,000 tests are
conducted in a day on an
average, with the highest
number recorded on Aug. 8
when it tested 14,027 samples.
This high testing rate is
considered to be the reason for
the city achieving reduction in
positivity rate in recent weeks,
which has gradually dipped to
about 8.5-9.5 percent from 1415 percent last month.
Moreover, the doubling time
has improved to 72.2 days in
the city from 25 days in June.
Dr. Prabhdeep Kaur (Deputy
Director, National Institute of
Epidemiology, Chennai) had
By Our Staff Reporter
commented that masks and
Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, rehearsals of Independence Day ceremony took place on
testing have helped slow down
Aug. 8, 10 and 13 on Kamarajar Salai, following social distancing norms.
the COVID-19 transmission
Vehicles were diverted from Kamarajar Salai, Rajaji Salai and Flag Staff Salai during the
in the city.
rehearsals.
On Aug. 13, the city recorded
Police, Traffic Police and Fire Department participated in the rehearssal.
993 new cases, taking the total
to 1,12,059 cases, of which
98,736 have been discharged.
Active cases have come
down to 10,953 and the toll
2,370.
By Our Staff Reporter
his
accomplice
John fake firms.
The Central GST Comm- Livingston (a resident of
“The overall GST evasion is
Ladies’ toilet not
issionerate in Chennai has Koyambedu) are the key likely to be higher as
properly
arrested two persons, players.
investigation is going on,” said
maintained
considered to be kingpins of a
They used their contacts in Ilango.
By Our Staff Reporter
racket involving claims of fake the banking sector and trading
The involvement of more
Following the easing of
input tax credit, running to Rs. community to carry out the persons, if any, was being
lockdown, a number of shops
33 crores. Since the lockdown fraud, said CGST joint probed, said another official.
including vegetable shops have
During
sustained
opened resulting in the came into effect in March-end, commissioner Leo John Ilango.
increase of pedestrians on the GST and Income Tax
A probe revealed that 20 interrogation of the duo, it
departments have not firms were created by the two emerged that they had
roads.
The e-toilet adjoining Kittu conducted any searches in the and fake GST invoices to the established an elaborate
Park, Ellaiamman Koil Street, state.
tune of Rs. 182 crores were network of fake firms to create
West Mambalam is now being
The racket came to light in generated for 315 existing and and supply fake invoices.
used by a number of persons. the first search in the state by
But the ladies’ toilet is not being
the GST Commissionerate
maintained properly with the
during the ongoing lockdown.
result many women are
A former Vice-President of a
reluctant to enter given the
private
bank, A. Diwakar (a
strict sanitary conditions
resident
of Anna Nagar) and
required to prevent the spread
of COVID-19 .

Two held in Rs. 33 crore fake input tax
credit racket
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Expressway fascinates road trip
heroine
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