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State’s COVID-19 tally rises to
13,967
By Our Staff Reporter

Tamilnadu recorded 776 positive cases on May 21, taking
the total to 13,967.

Of these, 567 people tested positive in the city.
The death toll has gone upto 94.
So far, a total of 3,72,532 samples have been tested.
856 children below 13 and 1,007 above the age of 60 years

have tested positive for COVID-19 in the State.

Tamilnadu’s recovery rate
stands at 44%

Though Tamilnadu has been reporting an average of 400+
new cases since May 1, the recovery rate has also improved
from 32% to 44% in that period.

The higher number of daily cases in the past week has been
due to influx of people from abroad and other States, according
to Health Minister C. Vijayabaskar.

With the discharge of another 400 patients on May 22, a
total of 6,282 persons have been discharged from hospitals
since the 1st case was reported in March.

As on May 22 the State has 7,588 active cases.Std. 10 exams postponed to
June 15
By Our Staff Reporter

After drawing flak for scheduling Std. 10 State Board
exams from June 1 to 12 amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Tamilnadu government on May 19, put them off by two weeks
to June 15-25.

The revised schedule is as follows.
Date Subject
June 15                 Language
June 17                 English
June 19                       Maths
June 20                 Optional Language
June 22                 Science
June 24                 Social Science
June 25                 Vocational
School Education Minister K. A. Sengottaiyan said that

school reopening dates will be decided only after the situation
improved.

He said that students can write exams within a  5-km.
radius of their homes as the number of exam centers have
been increased from from 3,825 to 12,690.
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Minor accidents in subway

By Our Staff Reporter
Minor accidents involving 2-wheelers are occurring in

Rangarajapuram subway connecting Rangarajapuram Main Road
and Mambalam High Road in T. Nagar following installation of bar-
ricades at both ends of the subway.

Nearby residents said that rash riding by a few motorists who hit the
barricades was causing the accidents.

Improperly closed cover hinders
road users

By Our Staff Reporter
An improperly closed steel cover on a duct carrying  cable lines on

North Usman Road near Bharathi Nagar 2nd Street in T. Nagar is
hindering road users.

CCTV camera post uprooted

By Our Staff Reporter
An uprooted CCTV camera post has been resting on the name board

of Sivagnanam Road in T. Nagar for several days.

Tree trunk removed following
report in Mambalam Times

By Our Staff Reporter
Following the report ‘Trunk of uprooted tree resting on wall’ in

MambalamTimes last week, it was removed by Corporation workers
from the wall of BBC Manor building on Duraisamy Road, T. Nagar.

Groceries given to parents of special kids

Jaimaa Charitable Trust distributed groceries among parents of special children in Ashok
Nagar, West Mambalam, T. Nagar and nearby areas on May 21.

S. Jayasundari (Secretary) said that so far provisions had been given to more than 100 needy
families and food packets are being distributed daily among homeless persons on pavements.

Those who are interested in support the Trust’s activities may contact 93456 65918.

Food aggregators increase
delivery charges
By Our Staff Reporter

Food aggregators
like Swiggy and Zom-
ato have increased
delivery charges to
compensate their sm-

aller workforce for
covering longer dis-
tances, but some
workers say their
wages have not been
increased.

Prior to the loc-
kdown, aggregators
collected delivery ch-
arges ranging from Rs.
10 to Rs. 40 if the val-
ue of the order was
below a certain am-
ount and if the
restaurant was loc-
ated faraway from the
delivery location.

But, after the loc-
kdown, distance fee is
being collected even for
ordering food from
nearby restaurants.
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Water in trench for
storm water drain

Water has stagnated in the trench dug to lay a storm water
drain at the junction of North Boag Road and G. N. Chetty Road
in T. Nagar.

The workers have to drain out the water before beginning the
work.

By Our Staff Reporter
Damaged garbage bins on Umapathy Street, West

Mambalam are posing problems for conservancy workers who
empty them into lorries.

Garbage is also being dumped on the road margin.

Damaged garbage bins pose
problems for workers

Field support team strengthened to fight
COVID-19
By Our Staff Reporter

Just as the coronavirus positive cases keep increasing everyday, the State government,
after reviewing the present situation, on May 20 reconstituted the Field Support Team for
Chennai, Chengalpet, Kancheepuram and Thiruvallur districts.

In Chennai, all 15 zones will have an IAS and IPS officer besides a senior officer to ensure

effective containment zone
management, focused testing,
effective contact tracing,
isolation and quarantine
management for preventing
further spread of the disease.

Special Nodal Officer for city
Corporation, J.
Radhakrishnan, supported by
senior IPS officer, will
coordinate COVID-19-related
issues with the Commissioner
of the city corporation and
other officers.
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Usman Road closed for relaying power
cables

By Our Staff Reporter
Usman Road was closed near Pinjala Subramaniam Street in T. Nagar on May 21 to facilitate

relaying of electricity cables.
Workers have dug a trench to carry out the work.

Groceries given to temple priests

By Our Staff Reporter
Vedic Ravi (Founder, Sri Bhuvaneswari Charitable Trust, K. K. Nagar) distributed

groceries among more than 450 temple priests in and around Chennai.
He said that more than Rs. 6.5 lakh worth assistance has been given to the needy with

the support of donors and members.

Moped modified to sell masks

By Our Staff Reporter
G. Goutham (resident of Teyanampet), who has modified his moped for selling face masks,

was spotted on Thyagaraya Road in T. Nagar on May 22.
He said that he used to work in a vessel shop which was closed due to the lockdown.
Goutham said that he took to selling masks, very essential in the present situation, to meet

his family’s expenses.
He said that he earns Rs. 300 daily which is just enough for minimum daily needs.

1st COVID-19-affected cop joins duty
amid cheers

By Our Staff Reporter
Sub-Inspector S. Arunachalam, the 1st policeman in the city to test positive for COVID-19,

was in for a pleasant surprise when he reported back to duty on May 18 at Esplanade police
station.

He was personally welcomed by Police Commissioner A. K. Vishwanathan and his colleagues
as he walked into the station premises.

While he was discharged after 14 days, his home quarantine period of another two weeks
ended on May 17.

Till date, 190 police personnel in the city have been affected by COVID-19.

2,500 volunteers create COVID-19
awareness in slums
By Our Staff Reporter

The Corporation has recruited a 2,500-strong force to assist it in its slum focus strategy.
These outreach workers, who are volunteers in various NGOs, have been deployed across

the 1,979 un-notified slums in the city to create awareness about social distancing, hygiene and
the other do’s and don’ts, carry out passive surveillance and collect details of all the residents.

According to a Corporation official, about 100 NGOs volunteered to help with the project.
He said that lack of awareness in the slums about physical distancing and hygiene has made

it difficult to control the spread, especially in congested zones like Royapuram and  Thiru-Vi-
Ka Nagar.

Each outreach team of 15 volunteers is tasked with 300 houses comprises a project head,
program manager, data manager and field supervisors.

The work began on May 20 in Royapuram zone.
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If anything interesting is happening
in the neighbourhood, please inform

Mambalam Times

80% active cases in 7 zones
By Our Staff Reporter

As per Corporation data on May 20, 4,438 of the 5,741 active
cases in the city are from 7 of the 15 zones -Tondiarpet,
Royapuram, Thiru Vi Ka Nagar, Anna Nagar, Teynampet,
Kodambakkam and Valasaravakkam - which constitute 79
per cent of the cases.

Of the 552 new cases recorded on May 19, 461 are from the
seven zones.

Royapuram added 151 new cases to take its total to 1,423
cases, while Tondiarpet had 113 new cases to take its tally to
723.

Anna Nagar has 439 active cases, Thiru Vi Ka Nagar 564,
Teynampet 568 and Valasaravakkam 404.

Apart from these seven, Adyar and Ambattur have 318 and
249 active cases respectively.

24 women give birth in special
trains for migrants
By Our Staff Reporter

Since May 1, 24 women belonging to migrant families and
forced to travel back home, have given birth in Shramik Special
trains across India.

Of the 24 women, 16 delivered in train coaches while the
others were taken to hospital in time.

On May 21, Kamala who was working in Chennai, delivered
a baby boy in the coach while returning to her village in Madhya
Pradesh.

On receiving a message about the woman’s delivery, the
special train, which usually runs from point-to-point, was
halted at Vijayawada station.

Similarly, on May 20, a 21-year-old woman traveling with her
husband from Chennai to Chattisgarh delivered a baby girl.
The train was stopped an hour later at Nagpur station. They
were employed on a construction site on OMR.

30% of fresh cases from outside
containment zones
By Our Staff Reporter

While the Corporation carries on its aggressive micro-
containment strategies in localities where clusters of cases are
found, official data shows that around 30% of fresh COVID-19
cases continue to be recorded from persons who are from
outside the existing containment zones.

This is one of the reasons why the number of containment
zones in the city has been steadily rising though more zones are
being removed from the list daily.

In the last 3 days, 379 streets were removed from the
containment zone list as no positive cases were reported over
14 days, but 414 other streets which reported positive cases
were added.

Senior officials said that majority of these cases are because
of frontline staff like conservancy workers, police and medical
workers, who may be working outside the existing containment
zones.

Family members not tested,
report COVID-19 patients
By Our Staff Reporter

Recent incidents of the Corporation not testing primary
contacts of patients have raised a concern among residents
who fear that this may put elderly persons in their house in
danger.

Residents from T. Nagar, Ashok Nagar and Kodambakkam
share similar stories of the civic body not testing the primary
contacts and only advising people to get tested if they showed
symptoms.

A resident of told Mambalam Times that though he tested
positive on return from abroad recently, his aged mother was
not tested as she was asymptomatic.

A doctor  shared a similar story stating that his grandmother
who had come into contact with a COVID-affected family
member was not tested though she has comorbidity and is at
risk.

Corporation Commissioner G. Prakash has stated that
instances in which primary contacts are not being tested would
be rectified.

397 streets
removed from red
zones
By Our Staff Reporter

The Corporation on May 20
removed 397 streets from
containment zones, after no
new COVID-19 cases were
reported in these streets in the
past 14 days.

The list includes 23 in Anna
Nagar, 24 in Ambattur, 19
localities in Thiruvottiyur, 7 in
Manali, 11 in Madhavaram,
36 in Tondiarpet, 72 in
Royapuram, 67 in Thiru-Vi-
Ka Nagar, 35 in Teynampet,
22 in Kodambakkam, 33 in
Valasaravakkam, four in
Alandur, 12 in Adyar, eight in
Perungudi and six in
Sholinganallur.

Cancer Institute seeks financial
support
By Our Staff Reporter

On May 20, Dr. Shanta, Chairman of the 6-decade old The
Adyar Cancer Institute put out a letter seeking financial
support to help run the institute.

Due to the lockdown, the Institute did not have any bed
occupancy in April and only around 20% since May. Out-
patients have also dwindled by almost 70%.

“We have no Government of India grant. We have a small
State Government grant which constitutes hardly five percent
of our total expenditure. Most of the donations are unsolicited.
Now it has become increasingly difficult since donations are
getting diverted to major groups like PM fund and CM fund,” she
stated in the letter.

On an average in a year, 30% of the patients get free
treatment while only a nominal charge is collected from another
30%.

With reduced footfall, the Institute needs donations for
routine administration, patient care and day-to-day
maintenance of the institution.

Stressing the need for cancer care, now more than ever, Dr.
Shantha, who has been devoted to the cause for over 60 years,
hopes for generous donations to be able to continue their
services.

Its bank account details are available on the website
http://cancerinstitutewia.in/CIWIA/donations.html

Airlines hike fares
steeply, roll them
back after row
By Our Staff Reporter

As soon as the Civil Aviation
Ministry notified that domestic
operations can commence on
May 25, private carriers
opened online bookings on May
20 at exorbitant fares ranging
from Rs. 20,000 to Rs.30,000
per one-way ticket for the
period till May 31 from Chen-
nai to Delhi and Chennai to
Mumbai.

The fares from June 1 ranged
from Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 7,000 for
the above 2 sectors.

However, after it kicked up
a storm over social media and
on news channels, all the
airlines removed the fares and
stopped bookings.

In the meantime, the
aviation ministry also put out
a release that it would look
into the matter and set a curb
on the fares.

Amma canteens to provide
free food till May 31

By Our Staff Reporter
The Corporation will provide free food in all the 407

Amma canteens in the city till May 31.
The canteens serve idli, variety rice, pongal with sambar

and chappati with dal.

Private bus
operators likely to
hike fares
By Our Staff Reporter

As the buses are allowed to
carry only less than 50 percent
of their capacity, a journey in
omnibuses is set to become
costlier when the restrictions
are lifted.

At present, the bus fare has
been fixed at Rs 1.60 per km.
“If we are going to reduce the
occupancy to 50 percent, we
have to double the fare to Rs
3.20 per km. There is no other
option but to hike fares,” a bus
owner said.

In non-AC omnibus, the
ticket for Chennai to
Coimbatore is likely to go up
from Rs. 700 to Rs. 1,400 per
passenger.

The State Transport
Corporation is not likely to hike
fares though it is already
running under losses.

Level in city reservoirs at 48%
of capacity
By Our Staff Reporter

Though severely affected by the lockdown, residents can feel
a little comfortable that the city may not face scarcity this
summer unlike the severe crisis last year.

The combined storage in the city’s reservoirs on May 21 was
5,363 mcft, close to 48% of their total capacity of 11,057 mcft.

The storage on the same day last year was only 127 mcft.
Poondi has 540 mcft as against its capacity of 3231 mcft

(104 mcft on the same day last year); Cholavaram has 72 mcft
(capacity 881 mcft, 3 mcft last year), Red Hills has 2,906 mcft
(capacity 3300 mcft, 19 mcft last year) and
Chembarampakkam has 1,865 mcft (capacity 3645 mcft, nil
last year).

Temperature hits 41 deg.
Celsius on May 20
By Our Staff Reporter

For the 1st time this summer, the maximum day temperature
touched 41 deg. Celsius on May 20 in the city.

Meteorologists said that the sea will be rough while sizzling
weather is likely to continue for another week.

Nungambakkam weather station recorded 41.3°C and
Meenambakkam 41.4°C.

IMD officials said that it was due to the westerly-
northwesterly winds, which had a pull effect of the cyclone, as
it moved across the Bay of Bengal.

On the night of May 19, south and northwest parts of
Chennai recorded rain as the city was on the periphery of the
cyclone, but 10 hours later, it became hot and humid.

Elderly man
relieved of Rs.
38,000
By Our Staff Reporter

A retired government
employee lost Rs. 38,000 to a
two-wheeler rider, who escaped
with the cash on the pretext of
offering a lift, in T. Nagar on
May 18.

The victim, Sivaraman, is a
retired employee of Shipping
Corporation of India.

He walked to an ATM kiosk
near Panagal Park and withdrew
Rs. 40,000.

When he was walking back
home, a two-wheeler rider
offered him a lift.

Though he initially refused the
offer, he later agreed to go with
him.

After reaching home, he found
Rs. 38,000 missing.

Based on his complaint, the
Pondy Bazaar police registered
a case and are combing the
CCTV footage retrieved from
the locality for possible clues.

4 new screening centers to
reduce rush in hospitals
By Our Staff Reporter

Two centers in North Chennai and one each in South and
Central Chennai have been set up to screen COVID-19 positive
patients for symptoms to reduce the crowd in hospitals.

If the patients are asymptomatic, they will be taken to the
COVID-19 care centers or sent to home isolation.

Only patients with comorbid conditions or severe symptoms
will be taken to hospital.

Pollution levels
increase
By Our Staff Reporter

When almost total lockdown
was in force for close to 45
days, there was an appreciable
drop in the pollution levels in
the city.

But the levels increased as
soon as the government started
to relax the lockdown
guidelines.

According to the Tamil Nadu
Pollution Control Board
(TNPCB) data, the air quality
levels in the city have now
again crossed the permissible
limit of 60 microgram/m3. The
level of PM 2.5 in Gumidipoondi
was 94 microgram/m3,
Royapuram 62 microgram/
m3, Perungudi 60 microgram/
m3 and Manali 85 microgram
/ m3 on May 18, which is
considered satisfactory.

Realtors, hotels
bear brunt of
workers’ exodus
By Our Staff Reporter

Realtors and hoteliers have
told the State government that
construction activities and
reopening of restaurants would
be affected for the next three
months due to reverse
migration of workers from
other states that triggered by
the lockdown.

It has been estimated that
more than 50,000 migrant
workers have already left and
another one lakh are expected
to leave by June end.

A major realtor in the city
stated that for the past two
months, many builders took
care of the workers at
construction sites. However,
the hasty decisions on
lockdown and extension
without discussing the issue
with trade bodies like CII,
Assocham and FICCI, has had
an adverse impact.

This trend will continue for
two to three months, he said.
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By Our Staff Reporter
As part of new innovations, a unique coronavirus-shaped

robot with 4 wheels was deployed in a containment zone in
Anna Nagar to sanitise the area in view of COVID-19.

The idea was to avoid human involvement in hotspot or
containment areas.

The robot can spray 30 liters of sanitiser in one go.

Commuting a problem for
officegoers
By Our Staff Reporter

With the opening of work places, officegoers who travel by
public transport are finding it difficult to reach their workplaces
due to lack of enough buses and non-plying of suburban trains,
autos and share autos.

“I usually take a suburban train to reach Nungambakkam
station and a share auto to reach Anna Nagar Post Office
where I work,” said L. Selvi (a resident of West Mambalam).
“Since the lockdown started, it has been a tough time and I am
dependent on my son to drop and pick me up daily on his bike,”
she added.

“I live in Chrompet and work in a textile shop on Ranganathan
Street (T. Nagar). Though I have a bike and a permit provided
by my employer, I have to argue almost daily with the police
at several road junctions en route. On a couple of days, I have
had to go back home as the police would not allow me to proceed
further,” said P. Murugan.

A number of women employees who depend on public transp-
ort have been forced to remain at home.

“I live in Ashok Nagar and work in a textile unit in Ambattur.
Though the unit has opened, I am not able to report for work
as there is no way to commute. I am at risk of losing my salary
this month,” said N. Megalai.

Domestic workers face tough
time
By Our Staff Reporter

Ever since the lockdown has been in place, thousands of
domestic workers, mostly women, are struggling to make ends
meet as they are out of work.

Even after the norms have been relaxed and they have been
allowed to work, a number of apartment complexes are not
allowing them inside due to the COVID-19 scare.

Parimala (a resident of Gandhi Street, West Mambalam),
who was working as domestic help in 4 flats in a complex in T.
Nagar has lost her monthly income of Rs. 8,500 since April.
Though one flat owner is willing to engage her, the complex has
restricted the entry of maids indefinitely.

“Since my husband is an auto driver, he too without earnings
since the lockdown began. We have been living out of our
savings and since May 1have been depending on the free food
provided in Amma canteen. We are also scared to go to the
canteen daily due to the crowd and the fear of catching the
pandemic, but we have no choice,” she said.

Another women from the nighbourhood said “I cooked for
three families almost every day for the last 6-7 years and yet
I can’t feed my own family now.”

Domestic flights to
resume on Monday
By Our Staff Reporter

Domestic flight operations
will resume on Monday, May
25 in a gradual manner, exactly
two months after being
stopped as part of the nation-
wide lockdown imposed to check
the spread of coronavirus.

However, scheduled
international flights, which
were stopped on March 22, will
stay grounded for now.

Airports will aim for
contactless entry of flyers
when the air services resume.

The Aviation Ministry is also
looking at fare-capping by
putting upper and lower limits
that airlines can charge for
different routes to ensure
reduced operations do not lead
to an abrupt hike in spot fares.

Airlines are likely to fly with
full capacity without leaving
the middle seats vacant as
originally announced to keep
the fares affordable.

Passengers will need to
report to airports at least two
hours before flight time as
social distancing will have to
be observed at different levels.
Thermal screening will be done
on departure and arrival.
Passengers will need to wear
masks throughout the journey.

Check-in luggage is limited
to one bag per passenger.

All hairdressers to
receive Rs. 2,000
aid
By Our Staff Reporter

Chief Minister Edappadi K.
Palaniswami on May 17
announced that hairdressers
who are not members of the
Tamil Nadu Hair Dressers
Welfare Board would also be
given Rs 2,000 as relief during
the lockdown period since they
are not allowed to open saloons
to prevent the spread of
coronavirus.

Already, 14,667 haird-
ressers who are members of
the welfare board have been
given Rs 2,000 in two
instalments.

ISKCON online
course on temples
from Monday
By Our Staff Reporter

ISKCON (International
Society for Krishna Cons-
ciousness) is starting an online
course titled ‘Kovil Katha’ for
children in the age group of 6-
12 ye-ars on Monday, May 25.
The 30-hour course is about
ten famous temples in India.

Audio and video lessons will
be posted for 10 days through
WhatsApp or email.

The audio/video sessions
will include stories, bhajans,
slokas, meditation and art and
craft.

Children can learn at their
own pace and time and
complete the course in 10-30
days

For more details, call 94458
49608 or 92821 57776.

Re-exam for Std. 12 State
Board students on June 18
By Our Staff Reporter

There had been concerns raised about 36,842 students not
being able to write the Std. 12 State Board exam papers on
March 24 owing to the restrictions in place due to the beginning
of the lockdown.

The re-exam for the Chemistry, Accountancy and Geography
subjects which were to be held on March 24, will now be
conducted on June 18.

The final Std. 11 board exam, which had to be postponed from
March 26 owing to the lockdown, will be conducted on June 16.

The evaluation of answer scripts for Std. 12 exam will begin
on May 27.

A release from the Education Department stated that steps
were being taken to ensure that physical distancing is
maintained in exam centers.

New guidelines for containment
zones
By Our Staff Reporter

The government updated guidelines for demarcating
containment zones in Tamilnadu on May 18.

According to the new guidelines, an area that has more than
five positive primary COVID-19 cases or more than five
families infected with COVID-19 is considered a containment
area and will be demarcated from the rest of the areas not
infected.

Every containment zone will be surrounded by a buffer zone.
Within Corporation limits, only the affected street or a part

of the street will be demarcated. In the case of apartment
complexes, the entire building or just the affected part of the
building is demarcated and isolated.

In the case of slums, families who test positive for the
infection will be taken for institutional quarantine.

Within containment zones, house-to-house surveillance will
be done and movement will be restricted except for emergencies
and essential services.

Containment operations will cease if no new cases are
reported in over 14 days.

As of May 21, the city had 771 containment areas spread
across 15 zones.

Police prefer online complaints, visitors
discouraged

Public Health
Center resumes

OP services
By Our Staff Reporter
Public Health Centre

(West Mambalam) has
resumed out-patient
services.

To know the timings of
the doctors, call 2489
3101.

Public Health Centre,
which was started in 1953,
is a community medical
organisation run by Public
Health and Welfare
Society, a voluntary social
body.

By Our Staff Reporter
All the 140 police stations in the Greater Chennai Police Commissionarate, which has 12

police districts including Anna Nagar, T. Nagar, St. Thomas Mount, Adyar, Ambattur and
Flower Bazaar, have blocked the entrance of their respective stations with tapes and steel
barricades to prevent complainants from entering the station premises.

Those who insist on meeting the police personnel have to adhere to safety rules such as
wearing masks.

With many police personnel testing positive for COVID-19, those in the stations are extra
cautious while allowing complainants to visit the station to register complaints. They want
residents to make online complaints as far as possible.

Further, as most of the duty police personnel in stations are attending to other duties such
as enforcement of lockdown rules and overseeing relief centers, the police station is manned
only by a few personnel including the station writer.

Special masks for
hearing and speech
impaired
By Our Staff Reporter

The Tamilnadu government
will distribute 81,000
transparent masks among
hearing and speech impaired
persons, their parents,
trainers, teachers and others
to help them communicate
through lip reading.

The masks will be distributed
through welfare organisations
for those living with disabilities
located in various districts.

Based on feedback after the
distribution of masks through
this pilot project, further
modification will be made.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
RentalRentalRentalRentalRental

T.Nagar,15 Thyagaraja
gramani stree, off North
usman road,2 bedrooms,
hall,kitchen +study,with
closed wardrobes in both
bedrooms, recently built
with covered car park in
secondfloor. Rent 25000 plus
maintenance. No lift.
Contact:9342867755

Commercial Accommodation available
with immediate effect Central location
26 Raghaviah Road, 100 feet from G N
Chetty Road. 1650 Sft spacious with car
two wheeler parking Rs60000. Premises
available now for inspection. Preference
for immediate occupation.Ph:
9840008109, 9880137819

WEST MAMBALAM, 13/4 Bhushan
flats 1st floor, Postal colony 4th street,
near Hindu vidyalaya school,  2 bedroom
hall modular kitchen and furnished
wardrobes - Vegetarians only, no
brokers, Rs.18500.2 wheeler parking.
Ph: 9789013765 , 9840713369.

T Nagar, Gandhi Street, Small
Vegetarian Family only, 600 sq ft, 1
bedroom , 1 dining, Hall, Kitchen ,2 Bath
,Corporation and bore water

Semifurnished with Split AC, Heater
,Wood work lights fans 1covered car
,bike parking. Rent Rs 17,000 No
maintenance charges. Ph: 93821 72119

T. NAGAR, 37, Sivaji Street, ground
floor, single bedroom, hall, kitchen, with
A/c, heater, fan, suitable for small family
or old age people, Brahmins only, rent
Rs. 12500. Ph: 98417 48757.

T.NAGAR, 50, Mahalakshmi Street,
adjacent to City Union Bank, 1st floor, 3
bedrooms, hall, kitchen, 1500 sq.ft, well
furnished, 2-wheeler parking, rent Rs.
37000, for office purpose. Ph: 94441
36336.

SITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANTSITUATION VACANT
(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)(GENERAL)

WANTED Office manager,
part time, work from home,
below 40 years, Science,
graduate with good English
correspondence, MS office,.
Send resume and Aadhar
copy to gopirs@gmail.com

First person account of
COVID-19 experience

Vijaya (60) and her husband (65) tested positive for COVID-
19 on their return from abroad.

Vijaya narrates her experience in dealing with COVID-19
and gives some advice for fellow citizens:

The start of the illness
We were not tested in the beginning probably since we had

returned from abroad when the number of the cases in the city
was very low. Two days later we both came down with flu.

The experiences were very different for us. My symptoms
were very mild whereas my husband showed symptoms such
as respiratory distress. But when his blood pressure started
dropping even after taking regular BP medicines, we got him
admitted.

It was then that he was found COVID-19-positive and was
isolated in the COVID-19 ward of the hospital. Treatment for
COVID-19 started then, and he started feeling better after
three days, but since the hospital would not discharge a
COVID-19 patient before two consecutive negative results, he
spent a week there before finally getting discharged.

Involvement of Chennai Corporation
The Corporation officials took utmost care once we tested

positive. They first came and disinfected my house and the
area. I received three calls every day from the Corporation,
enquiring about my health. Psychologists also checked on my
mental health on a daily basis, and offered advice.

Life post-COVID
My children stay abroad and they naturally panicked. As

soon as we quarantined ourselves, all our primary contacts
were also tested.

I still see people interacting with us become fearful when they
hear we are COVID-19 survivors. There was considerable
anxiety among them with fear that we could spread it even
after the quarantine period had ended.

Given that this is a new virus that is playing havoc around
the world, the panic is understandable, but that means we need
to continue generating and raising public awareness about the
virus and the disease.

Neighbourhood support
We are part of our local community WhatsApp groups and

everyone around have been very supportive. Neighbours
checked with us from time to time to see if we needed any
essentials that they could drop outside our home. I didn’t feel
alienated at all.

After-effects of treatment
The virus takes a huge toll on your body and the earlier it is

detected, the better it will be. Problems like breathlessness
don’t appear till the last stage of the virus which is the most
severe stage. It took my husband 10 days post-discharge. He’s
trying to regain his weight and every 10 days I notice some
progress in his health, but it is evident that getting to normal
will be a slow process.

Going forward
I believe we need to learn to live with the virus. Building

immunity is the key, till a vaccine is available for the population
at large. Your immunity is the only vaccine as of now.

I would also suggest keeping an oximeter device at home, a
device that measures how much oxygen your blood is carrying.
This will help asymptomatic people know if they are COVID-
19-positive in the absence of any other indicator.

Finally, I would say wear a mask and follow all hygiene/
sanitation protocols. Stay indoors as much as you can unless
it is absolutely necessary to step out. We also need to remember
that a huge percentage of people are in fact recovering. So, stay
positive and strong. We will all get through this.

Tamilnadu tops country in
COVID-19 testing
By Our Staff Reporter

As on May 19, 3,37,841 coronavirus tests have been done in
Tamilnadu, the highest in the country.

Of this, more than 85,000 tests have been conducted in
Chennai.

11,760 of them tested positive, of which 4,406 have been
discharged following recovery.

According to a report released by Indian Council for Medical
Research (ICMR) 23,02,792 samples have been tested in
India.

The State has 61 testing facilities, of which 39 are in
government hospitals and 22 in private centers.

The State-run King’s Institute of Preventive Medicine and
Research was the second facility to undertake tests in the
country after the National Institute of Virology in Pune.

Medical kits provided for
patients in home quarantine
By Our Staff Reporter

As on May 19, there were around 1,450 patients in home
isolation in the city.

A medical kit is provided for each patient put under home
quarantine.

This kit contains zinc and vitamin C tablets, face masks and
kabasura kudineer packets for 10 days.

They are provided emergency contact details and random
checkups are conducted through phone calls.

Patients from slums and other congested localities in the
city, who do not have separate rooms in their homes, have been
admitted to COVID-19 care centers.

Letters to the Editor
Well done Mambalam Times!

Sir, Firstly, I would like to congratulate your newspaper for
celebrating its 25th anniversary of educating and
enlightening the people of our neighbourhood.

It is a near impossible task to do it for 25 continuous years
and serve a delicious meal of good English every week. T

he apt headings given to reports have always delighted
young readers like me.

I have had the habit of reading Mambalam Times every week
for the past 13 years. Even after moving to a different city to
pursue my graduation in a National Law University, I have
never missed reading every issue.

It is heartening that you have managed to bring out the online
edition to satisfy the craving of your readers even during the
lockdown.

I do hope the crisis ends soon. I convey my appreciation of
your steadfast commitment to the neighbourhood. Deepak
Srinivasan, D-5, 240 LIG Flats, 7th Avenue,
Ashok Nagar. Ph: 96000 21124

Follow government advisory to
fight coronavirus post
lockdown

Sir, The lockdown period was initiated to curb the spread of
coronavirus.

Now, with the lockdown rules relaxed, all of us should follow
the government advisory to keep the spread in check.

The government has done much for safeguarding public
health.

We have to learn to live with coronavirus, which is the best
way to kill it as well.

The phased opening of shops, offices and factories should
pave the way for normalcy to return in the months ahead.

Let us be safe, maintain social distancing and wear masks
while venturing out of homes. May God help us! M. B. Jayaram,
Shenoy Nagar.

Koyambedu retail traders left
in the lurch
By Our Staff Reporter

Around 1,500 retail traders who were shunted out of
Koyambedu Wholesale Market on April 28, are now struggling
for livelihood as the CMDA is yet to provide an another space
for them to do business.

It has been over a month since talks were held and retail trade
in the market shut down.

The CMDA has provided alternative space for the wholesale
traders in Thirumazhisai. But the retailers and semi-
wholesalers, who were promised space in 250 open sites spread
across the city, are still waiting.

It is learnt that the traders’ association has submitted a
petition to the CMDA seeking four new places for starting
trade.

These include Manjambakkam Truck parking yard, a vacant
land in Anna Nagar Western Extension, Ambedkar Velayattu
Thidal in Mogappair and 20 acres of land behind Joyalukkas in
T. Nagar.

Inter-state rail service from
Chennai deferred
By Our Staff Reporter

Chennai residents may have to wait longer for train services
to different parts of the country. The high number of COVID-
19 cases in the city is the reason the Railways are not looking
at operating trains though a decision has been taken to run 200
special trains across the country from June 1.

The city has been seeing a minimum of 300 to 400 cases a
day for the past few days.

The Rajdhani Express between New Delhi and Chennai will
continue to operate twice every week.

Southern Railway opened two reservation counters at
Central railway station on May 22, one for issuing tickets and
the other for issuing passes, concession and other vouchers.

The State govt. has also welcomed the decision as testing and
quarantining a large number of passengers traveling to Chennai
is a problem.

However Shramik Special trains which ferry migrant workers
will continue to leave from Chennai to other States.

Adopt zoo animals
The Arignar Anna Zoological Park in Vandalur, which

houses more than 2,700 animals, has appealed for
sponsors for its caged wild beasts.

On May 18, actor Sivakarthikeyan signed up for
continuing his adoption of white tigress ‘Anu’ for four
more months.

The tigress is among the 14 white tigers in the park.
The adoption was made as part of the park’s campaign
to raise awareness about the need to protect wildlife.

Launched in 2009, more than 160 individuals and
private firms have adopted animals under the program
so far.

To sign up for animal adoption visit the website
https://www.aazp.in/animal-adoption/

Universities propose to conduct
exams from July 15
By Our Staff Reporter

Universities in Tamil Nadu, including Anna University and
University of Madras, have suggested conducting exams from
July 15 or Aug. 1 depending on the COVID-19 situation in the
state.

A meeting was convened on May 18 to discuss conducting
semester exams and reopening of colleges.

With some city colleges, such as D.G. Vaishnav College,
being used as quarantine centers, these institutions are awaiting
instructions from the government on how to proceed.

RTOs start issuing driving
licenses

The Regional Transport Offices (RTOs) began issuing driving
licenses, learner licenses (LLRs) and vehicle registration
certificates (RC) on May 18.

Prior appointment through government’s VAHAN portal is
mandatory for entry into RTOs for required tests or getting
paper work done.

Advertise in the
Classsified Column of
Mambalam Times for

immediate results.
Call 98409 70091
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Wearable tracker
to help detect virus
symptoms
By Our Staff Reporter

Muse Wearables (Chennai)
is developing a wrist-based
tracker with skin temperature,
heart rate and SpO2 (blood
oxygen saturation) sensing
which can continuously track
these body vitals remotely that
will help in early diagnosis of
COVID-19 symptoms.

The tracker is Bluetooth-
enabled and can be connected
to the mobile phone via an app
called the ‘Muse Health App’.
The user vitals and activity
data are stored on the phone as
well as a remote server.

Priced at around Rs. 3,500,
the product will be available in
the market by mid-June.

The tracker can get
notifications from the Aarogya
Setu App and alert o the user
when he/she enters a COVID-
19 containment zone.

Muse Wearables was
incubated by IIT Madras
Incubation Cell.

Traffic police collect Rs. 100 fine for not
wearing masks

By Our Staff Reporter
A team of three policemen led by an Inspector stopped 2-wheelers riders venturing out

without wearing masks in T. Nagar on May 22.
While two policemen wore masks, the Inspector was also wearing a face shield for added

protection.
During questioning, the offenders were asked to stand within a circle drawn on the road while

the policemen stood a meter away to maintain social distancing.
The offenders were fined Rs. 100 each.

If anything interesting is

happening in your neighbourhood

please inform Mambalam Times.

Tangedco extends bill payment
till June 6
By Our Staff Reporter

Tamil Nadu Generation and Distribution Corporation Limited
(Tangedco) has extended the last date to pay the bimonthly
bills of domestic and commercial connections to June 6.

Earlier, the bills were to be paid by May 18.

Special trains ferry 1 lakh workers home
By Our Staff Reporter

Special trains operated from different parts of the State have taken more than one lakh migrant workers back to their native
states in the past two weeks.

The railways operated more than 85 trains to Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Odisha, Assam, Tripura and Manipur.
Of the 85 trains, 26 were operated from Chennai.
The government has spent Rs. 11 crores towards train fare and food for the workers.
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